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PAST PRESIDENT McKINNEY OFFERS THANKS TO ALL  

WHO HAVE HELPED  WITH HVVFA  
 

 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for all 

you have done, and continue to do, to make the Hudson Valley 

the best sectional organization in the state.  I want to thank all 

the members and guests that came to help celebrate the accom-

plishments of all the Past Presidents of this Association at the 

annual dinner.  Remember, I am only one of many presidents 

that has steered this association over the last 120 years and I 

know that there are many more great presidents to come.  They 

will continue to lead us and will continue to make Hudson Val-

ley one of the strongest and well respected sectionals in the 

state. 

 

As I have stated many times before that the fire service 

is a family.  We may not have the same last name, or the same 

skin color, but we are still a family fighting for a cause that we believe in with so much passion that some-

times nothing else matters.  Well this association was my cause for the last couple of years and my fire ser-

vice family believed in me and made sure that I was not going to fail as your president.  I really need thank 

the entire Lake George Fire Department for there continued moral and financial support of me and my climb 

through the chairs of the Hudson Valley.  Chief Jim Barber, President Chris Gearwar and the entire mem-

bership supported me though the years and the continue support as a Trustee of the Home. 

 

I really donôt like to single people out for recognition but I need to thank some of the people that 

put this weekend together and made this evening very special for me.  The Dinner Committee was chaired 

by my campaign manager, traveling partner, official worrier, but most of all, my father.  The master of cere-

monies has been a friend of my families for many years and I would like to thank Mayor Blais for taking 

time to be there to officiate the dinner. 

 

The plans for the entire weekend were primarily put together by my sister Barbara with assistance 

from my other sisters, my two brothers-in-law and my friend Kathy.  Barb had an idea of what she wanted to 

see happen for this weekend and she wanted it done her way.  So it was easier to do it herself in many cases 

rather than to ask someone else to help and worry that it was not being handled properly.  As anyone that 

was there for the weekend can say Barb, and all of her assistants had defiantly planned and executed one of 

the best Past Presidentôs Dinners I have been to in many years.  Of course this is my opinion and I may be a 

little bit biased.  Barb certainly out did her self and words can not express how much I appreciate what she 

did. 

 

I again want to thank you all for being part of this association and all you did for me to make sure 

that we all succeeded and pushed this association forward. This dinner will certainly be one of those events 

that will be stored as great memory forever. 

 
 Tom McKinney 
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                      News from 

                                     The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

 

 

 

 

 

   I hope everyone had an  

enjoyable, Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year 

as I did. December 28, 

2009 we enjoyed ñSnail 

Racingò in our Activities 

Room on the third floor; 

after that we tried our 

hands dealing the cards 

around. Some of the ñcard 

sharksò here made out 

okay, not me. After lunch 

we had a Kwanzaa cele-

bration, where we ob-

served and learned about the other seasonal holidays. On Wednesday we 

had Communion Services for those that chose to take part. Thursday 

ñMamaôs Kitchenò opened up to help us get ready for our New Years 

Eve celebration 

which we started 

after lunch. 

 On January 1, 

2010, the members 

of the Catskill Fire 

Department, and the 

Ladies Auxiliary, 

stopped in to start 

the ñShuffleboard 

Tournamentò, a two 

month test to see who the ñreal champsò are. Each Friday night these 

people come over and enjoy our company as we do theirs; the refresh-

ments are good too. Unfortunately, the last night of the tournament had  
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to be postponed. It seems that Mother Nature decided to play a trick on us and 

dump a whole lot of snow in the area. Places in and around the Town of 

Hunter were recording 50+ inches of snow. In Big Indian, Ulster County, at 

least one person was reporting 55 inches in their driveway. Greene County 

was in a state of emergency till 

Monday afternoon, when at least 

some of the shelters were 

closed. Hopefully weôll get it in 

the first Friday of March, when 

weôll travel to Catskillôs quarters 

for the final showdown, and 

some great vittles. On Sunday, 

the 17th, the HV Blue Vests 

held their meeting in the Multi 

Purpose Room. This was convenient for those traveling south from the Past Presi-

dents Dinner on Saturday night. Members could stop by the West  Athens-Lime 

Street firehouse for their breakfast, and support a great cause (help Ashland Fire 

Dept. in their time of need). On Saturday evening, the23rd, a bunch of residents took a ñsupport tripò to Coxsackie Hose Co. 

No.3 for a (Benefit) Pasta and Meatballs  Dinner for Ashland Fire Department. 

   Each Sunday there is a church service for those residents choosing to take part; 

likewise each Wednesday there is a communion service. Other repeating events each 

month include ñMamaôs Kitchenò, ñFireside Bakeryò, horse racing, LAFASNY 

Birthday Party, quilting, crocheting,  and ñPet Visiting Therapyò just to name a few. 

These events really help the residents pass the time of day; ñThanks to All who con-

tribute.ò I canôt forget to mention the many sectionals, counties, or fire companies/

auxiliaries who fill in the empty spots with bingo or just a visit, thanks to you too. 

   On Saturday night, January 30, the ñadopteeò residents from Plattekill Fire Depart-

ment and Auxiliary were invited, and we attended, their annual installation banquet in 

Poughkeepsie. What a great time we all had, ñThanks, Guysò. 

   On February 2, the Resi-

dents Council held its monthly meeting in the Multi Purpose Room. 

Sunday morning many residents traveled to Philmont Fire House for 

another delicious breakfast. In the afternoon we had our ñSuper Bowl 

Partyò. Saturday the 13th, Hudson Mohawk Volunteer Firemenôs As-

sociation paid us another visit with ñMega Bucks Bingoò. I didnôt 

break their bank, but I did walk out a little richer. Then, on the 17th, 

we got a chance to help the nation by contributing to the (sales) tax 

base and the economy during our outing to Wal-Mart. On the 24th, the 

LAFASNY Birthday Ladies stopped by for the monthly birthday 

party. These parties are sponsored by various fire departments, auxil-

iaries, or even 

individuals. 

   I would like 

to extend my 

personal 

thanks to all those people who go out of their way to come to the Home 

so many times in the year to entertain me and the other residents. 

   One day this month I had the opportunity to go out for dinner with 

some friends. After dinner we took a ride over into Greene County, and 

up into the Town of Ashland. I wanted to see the damage done to the 

Ashland Fire Station. I really couldnôt believe the damage. My heart 

goes out to you guys, and I wish you the best of luck in getting back on 

your feet. 

Article submitted by: 

Billy Rosenhagen, 

The Home Correspondent 
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
 President, Donald Farrell; 1st Vice President,  Vincent Galvin; 2nd Vice 

President, Delbe Spath; Recording Secretary. Robert J. Creifelds; Financial 
Secretary, George Hill;  Treasurer, James Ryan; 

 Past President, Thomas McKinney. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, Joseph Mellan, Marilyn L Schrader,  George Woolsey, 

Duncan Wilson, Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart. 

 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J Balling Chairman 

Committee Members: 
Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 Stuart Gates,    
John Mulligan,  

Joseph Taxiera, 

*Nancy Ferretti , 
*Diana Balling, 

*special assistants from LAHVVFA; 

All County Vice Presidents, 

 William C.òSCOOPò  Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Mary Lou Nash 
 

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 

February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 

 
For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREMEN OF THE YEAR -2010 

Applications go to  

Chairman Douglas Mann 
103 North Liberty Dr. Stony Point NY  10980 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2010 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2010 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2010 
  

  
 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

IMPORTANT WEBSITES:  

 

Hudson Valley VFA           www. hvvfa.com 

FASNY                           www.fasny.com 

NYS Assôn Fire Dist.     www.firedistnys.com 

To the readers: 

   Well itôs getting close to convention time again. ñWhat does this 

mean?ò you ask. Well it looks like you might be stuck with me for 

another year. I guess it also means you must listen to me cry about 

no ads and few articles. When I took over the newsletter, we were 

averaging twenty eight pages per edition, with few pictures. Today 

weôre down to sixteen pages, with many more pictures that are 

larger (to fill more space). 

    I have been to meetings where someone would complain that so-

and-so gets an article in the paper each edition why not us? Iôm not 

going to make excuses for anyone, BUT, if you donôt like what that 

person is (not) doing, volunteer to write an article for each edition. 

Just be sure you have the blessing of that group to be a spokesper-

son. There is no guideline that Iôm aware of that says it must be the 

secretary or an officer to write the article. Iôm sure that the ñnon-

doing personò will appreciate the assistance. 

   The next edition, the ñPre-Convention Editionò issue, will see a 

first. Past President William C. Buckmaster has once again come 

through. Bill doesnôt like to see grown men crying so he has de-

cided to Sponsor A Page as a fund raiser for the paper. This is in 

addition to his already contributing to the Postage Pot Fund. It 

should not be up to one or two to fund this newsletter. Your dues 

probably just barely covers the expenses of your being a member. I 

desperately want to sit down and eliminate some (many of the) 

ñcomplimentary copiesò that are sent out; and some that have al-

ready requested to drop the printed copy. 

   This newsletter is the biggest expense of our association. This 

yearôs Publications Committee budget is almost $12,000 . Next 

yearôs will probably go up, anticipating postage hikes and etc. 

These budgets are down approximately one-third over previous 

budgets by eliminating most US Mailing of discs and hard copies 

to the printer and webmaster. This is now done by email at a dou-

ble savings, no postage, no discs, less paper. 

   In June, at the annual convention, we will elect County Vice 

Presidents for each of the sixteen counties. Letôs practice for 

November elections, oust those that  donôt produce and replace 

them with a worker. The ñGood Old Boy Syndromeò doesnôt 

work in your department or company, why think it will work 

here? There is only one county VP who regularly and habitu-

ally fulfills her obligation of an article each and every edition. 

 

John Balling,  Editor 

Publications Committee 

Chairman 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press 

time.  If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 
you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

DATES WE HOPE  

TO SEE YOU  

April   9 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Blauvelt Volunteer Fire Company ï 8:00 PM 

 10 FASNY & HVVFA Legislative Seminar 

  Saugerties Fire Department 

                11            Royal Order of the Red Vest  Meeting 

                                New Windsor Firehouse       1:30 PM 

13 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

 Swan Lake Hose Company No. 1 

Memorial Service Starts 7:30 PM 

14 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

 Ghent Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 ï7:30 PM 

 18 HVVFA Spring Meeting 

  Lake George Vol. Fire Company  - 1:00 PM  

20 Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

Pawling Fire Department     8:00 PM 

 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting   8 PM 

21 Rockland County VSOA Monthly Meeting  

Ramapo Equestrian Center ï Suffern     7:30 PM 

 28 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 

Argyle Fire Department           7:30 PM 

May 1 HVVFA 28 th Ann. Ken Merriman Fire Police 

                                Seminar- Napanoch Fire Company   9:00 AM 

 2 Sullivan County VFA Memorial Service 

  Government Center - Monticello 

 6 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

Palenville Fire Department   8:00 PM 

8 Putnam County VFA Annual Meeting 

  Brewster Fire Department      7:00 PM  

12         Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting  

                7:30 PM  

 13 Columbia County Fire Police Meeting 

  Tri-Village Fire Company       7:30 PM  

14 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

 Congers Alert Hook, Ladder & Eng. Company  

   8:00 PM 

15         FASNY, HVVFA, & HMVFA Legislative    

                Seminar Middle Falls Fire Dept.    9:00 AM 

18 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

   8:00 PM 

19 Rockland County VSOA Monthly Meeting  

Hillcrest Fire Company No. 1 ï Spring Valley  

 7:30 PM 

21 & 22 VFPASNY 56th Annual Convention 

  Chautauqua County Vol. Fire Police Association 

23         J.I.M.M.Y. Muster in memory of ñJimmy Boyò 

                Arena, Somers, NY 

25 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

 Cronomer Valley Fire Department - 8:00 PM 

26 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 

 West Hebron Volunteer Fire Dept.    7:30     PM 

June 8 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Westbrookville Volunteer Fire Company 

  Annual Meeting 

  

   AS I SIT HERE TRYING TO FIND SOMETHING TO 

PUT IN OUR COLUMN, IT'S VERY HARD TO MAKE 

NEWS OUT OF NO NEWS. SO HERE'S SOME RE-

MINDERS. FIRST OFF I MUST MAKE A CORRECTION 

IN MY LAST COLUMN.  I WROTE THAT OUR APRIL 

MEETING WAS ON APRIL 24th.  THE MEETING IS ON 

APRIL 25th AT THE FIREMEN'S HOME. I'M SORRY 

FOR THE ERROR. 
   PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING BOOKS FOR THE 

BOOK SALE, PAPERBACKS AND HARD COVERS 

ARE WELCOMED. DON'T FORGET YOUR LETTERS 

OF INTENT IF YOU ARE SEEKING AN OFFICE AT 

OUR CONVENTION IN JUNE.  WE WILL HAVE IN-

FORMATION ABOUT THE CONVENTION AT THE 

APRIL MEETING SO PLEASE COME AND JOIN 

US.  IT'S BEEN ALONG COLD WINTER. AS I SAID 

LAST MONTH BE NICE TO THE EASTER BUNNY BE-

CAUSE HE KNOWS SANTA CLAUS. SEND OUR GALS 

AND GUYS AT THE HOME A EASTER 

CARD.  HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER TO YOU ALL. 
 Mary Lou Nash, 

SARATOGA CO 

 

 
 

Putnam County News  
 

   The next meeting for the Putnam County Volunteer Fire-

menôs Association will be March 29th at the Kent Fire De-

partment on Rt. 301 at 8 PM, we will also be having our 

annual memorial service at this meeting. Our annual Instal-

lation dinner will be Saturday May 8th at the Brewster Fire 

Department, home of new president Jeff Bergstrom. The 

Putnam County Day at the Firemen's Home will be Sunday 

May 2nd with our full day of bingo and dinner. Putnam is 

looking forward to having the Blue Vests coming in May for 

their annual Picnic on May 22 at the Brewster FD. Plans are 

in full swing for the Putnam County Annual Explorers 

weekend on August 6-8 at the Putnam County Fire Training 

Center. Also in full swing are our plans for our 60th anni-

versary in 2011 please stay posted with info at our quarterly 

meetings.  

  
Jeff Bergstrom  

Vice President,  
Putnam County    
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  The Royal Order of the Red Vests 

  

     Officers for the year 2010  

            President--------------Jim Ryan 

            1st Vice President------George Hillman 

            2nd Vice President------Tim Boles 

            Financial Secretary-----John Bootz 

            Treasure---------------Frank L. Malloy 

            Recording Secretary--- Edward Babcock 

            Chaplain --------------Stuart Gates 

            Chaplain --------------Frank Knower 

     

  

   NOTICE  

        The Royal Order of the Red Vests 

Spring 2010 Meeting 
      The Spring Meeting will be on Sunday April 11, 

2010 (1:30 P.M.) at the New Windsor Fire Dept. Firehouse 

on Walsh Rd. In New Windsor. 

      Directions: from the South, Rt. 9W North to intersection 

of Rt. 9W and Rt. 94 make a left just past the stop light and 

continue up the hill to Fire House.              

      From the North, Rt. 9W South out of the City of New-

burgh across bridge make second right after crossing bridge 

(one quarter mile) continue up hill to firehouse. Come early 

for tour of the new Firehouse. 
                                                      Ed Babcock  ,         

    Secretary R.O.R.V.  
  

        

RCVFA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
 

   Applications for the 2010 RCVFA Stuart L. Gates Scholar-

ship are available to students who will be starting college in 

the fall of 2010. Two Scholarships will be awarded in the 

amount of $1,250. Eligibility for the scholarship requires that 

students must be the child or grandchild of a firefighter who 

is a member of the RCVFA. 

   The deadline for filing an application is June 12, 2010. The 

three-member scholarship committee will review the applica-

tions and the winners will be presented with the scholarship 

at the July 9th RCVFA monthly meeting at the Hillcrest fire-

house. 

   For an application contact James Hartwick at 353-0577. 

The application is also available on line at 

www.RCVFA.com. 
From the Rockland  

County Trumpet  

HEINEMANN, ORSER  

NEW CONGERS FD LEADERS 
    Alert Hook, Ladder and Engine Co. 1 held a public instal-

lation Sunday, January 10, to honor both the business and 

firematic officers. Frank Heinemann took the oath as Chief, 

as did Scot Orser, new Company President. 

    Mike Graziano was sworn in as District Commissioner, 

and Robert A. D. Kraft as Chairman of the Board took their 

oaths from legal counsel Thomas Newman, Esq. 

    Past Chief Joseph Britney, as Master of Ceremonies, 

opened with the Color Guard of four uniformed Congers FD 

volunteers in the Harrison Ave. fire hall. Among the guests 

were officers from neighboring Valley Cottage Engine, New 

City FD, and Rockland Lake, with RCV Fire Police Assn. 

Pres. John Stuercke. Again, Rocklandôs Fire Coordinator 

Gordon W. Wren Jr., was guest speaker for the over 125 fire-

men, their families and public officials, including Clarkstown 

Supervisor Alex Gromack and Police Dept Lt. Sullivan that 

packed the hall.   
    Town Clerk David Carlucci administered the oath of office to: 

Michael Shields  1st Asst. Chief 

Jason DiSalvo  2nd Asst. Chief 

Phil Leto  Captain 

Chris Frank  Lt. 

Damian Lennon & Chris Multari       Asst. Lt. 

Patrick Murphy  Chief Engineer 

Vinny Moreno  & Rob Dauksza Asst. Engrs. 

Also the Business Officers: 

Frank Voce  Vice-Pres. 

Laurie Santulli  Rec. Sec. 

Ken Kunz  Treas. 

Kevin McGrade  Fin. Sec. 

   Retiring Chief Chuck Brodil was congratulated for his two 

years as ñ3-1ò and Frank Voce was thanked for his eight 

years (2002-2009) as Co. President. ñ14-2ò Thomas W. 

Bierds was acknowledged for recording this only the second 

public installation ceremony by photographing the afternoon. 

   Refreshments were served. 

   Deacons Dominic Buonocore and Stuart Gates offered the 

Invocation and Benediction respectively. 
From the Rockland  

 

2010 CONVENTION PARADE 
NOTICE 

If any department or company has not re-

ceived a parade application please call 

Tom Tracy at 518 - 792 - 0510 or Jason 

Sherry at 518 - 681 - 7452.   
 

HUDSON VALLEY PROMOTER/ STEERING 
COMMITTEE 

Thomas Tracey, Chairman 

Marilyn L. Schrader, Cochairman 

http://www.rcvfa.com/
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H.V.V.F.A. 

PAST PRESIDENTSô 

DINNER 

JANUARY  

16, 2010 
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ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  If you chair a com-

mittee which generates revenue for, or expenses to the Associa-

tion, you are required to submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget 

and Finance Committee by May 1 of each year for the following 

year.  Failure to do so will result in no funds being allotted for 

your committee.  It has not been strictly enforced in the past but it 

is going to be in the future.  THEREFORE:  Any committee 

which does not submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget and Fi-

nance Committee by April 15, 2010, will not receive any funding 

for the 2010-2011 year. Budget Proposals can be sent to: 

                       Michael G. Karashay ï Chair                                                                                                  

                       Budget & Finance Committee                                                                                               

                       21 Division Street                                                                                           

                       Saugerties, NY  12477                                                                                

                       (845) 246-8395                                                                                                    

                      MKARASHAY@HVC.RR.COM                                                                                               

 

Putnam County Readies Their  

New Burn Training Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(above, the new rappelling station) 

 
Over the next week 

Mike Ericole from Put-

nam Lake will be fin-

ishing up the electrical 

work. Over the next 

month, Tony Bannano 

from Fire Facilities is 

going to come and train 

the committee how to 

operate the new build-

ing. Once we get the 

committee qualified on 

the new building, we 

are going to have a 

train the trainer class 

for the fire depts. The 

new building is ex-

pected to open in 

March.                                        (above, confined space prop) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above, inside the attic area) 

Pictures and Article Submitted by: 

Bob Bell, PC Bluelight Editor 

  

Malden�³West Camp Fire District 

�$�Z�D�U�G�H�G���´�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���6�D�I�H�W�\�µ���*�U�D�Q�W 
 

Malden West Camp Fire Co. Assistance to Firefighters 

Grant Program Success! The Malden - West Camp Fire 

District has been awarded a grant in the Operations and 

Safety category for fiscal year 2009. The Federal Share 

amount awarded is $ 74,813.00 Total project amount, 

$21,000.00 for equipment & $57,750.00 for personal 

protective equipment.  

 

A  NOTE  OF  THANKS 

 
Dear HVVFA members, HMVFA members, 

and members of our various county organiza-

tions:  

    �,���Z�L�V�K���W�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���D���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H���´�7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X�µ���W�R���D�O�O��
of you for the many get well cards and phone 

calls expressing concern and well wishes as I re-

cover from my recent surgery. 

   Corinne and I deeply appreciate your kind 

thoughts and encouraging words of support as I 

continue to mend and prepare to battle my can-

cer. 

   I look forward to resuming my travels around 

�´�W�K�H���9�D�O�O�H�\�µ���W�R���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �D�V���P�\�� �K�H�D�O�W�K���S�H�U��
mits. 

   Firemanically, 

     Bill 
   William S. Buckmaster, Jr. 


