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     1st Vice President Spath Has a Word 

 Itôs hard to believe a year went by so fast.  First, I want to 

thank my wife for all her help and understanding in this past 

year.  Also I want to thank my good friends, 2nd Vice President 

of FASNY Joseph Kelly and HVVFA Treasurer James Ryan, 

who helped lead me through this past year and for their nomi-

nation and second at the convention.  To Past Presidents 

Donnie Farrell, Tom McKinney, John  Gunza and to June 

Gunza and the many oth-

ers to who supported me,  

I THANK YOU.  And 

Don what a good job you 

did this past year keeping 

our association on the 

straight and narrow. 

Thank you. 

          Congratulations to 

our new President, Vin-

cent Galvin and 2nd Vice 

P res ident ,  Mar i l yn 

Schrader.  I also congratulate our two new directors, county 

vice presidents and all our members that have been appointed 

to committees. 

          As you read this article, the convention is over .  While 

this is the first time using Sherry Management our promoter 

and with our member Barbara McGuirk doing the ad book, 

everything has fallen into place. We will be starting to work 

on next years convention to be held in Lake George, right 

away. 

           One thing I feel that is very important to all of us is our 

2% money.  I donôt know if everybody is aware yet that the 

mayor of the city of Rochester, Mayor Duffy, is the running 

mate as Lt. Governor with Andrew Como.  He has tried to take 

the 2% monies for the city budget and use it to pay for health 

care for retired paid firefighters.  It went to court and the fire-

fighters won,  Of course the city is appealing this and what I 

am very concerned about is, that if the city wins the appeal, or 

legislation is passed in Albany allowing the money to go to the 

local government, our fire departments, companies and be-

nevolent associations would not get anything.  More impor-

tantly FASNY could lose the 2% they get  for the Home.  So 

when election time comes in November, be careful who you 

vote for and be aware of which elected officials will be sup-

porting the fire service. 
Firemanically, 

Delbe Spath, 
 1st Vice President 

 

A Word From President Galvin 
  First of all I would like to thank you all for the privilege and 

honor to serve as your President. It was just yesterday I was a 

member and as the years have 

gone by I rose through the ranks 

to my current position. 

  I would also like to thank Don 

Farrell for a great year as Presi-

dent; in addition I would like to 

thank Jason Sherry and Company 

for the new venture he has en-

tered in with HVVFA.  As time 

goes on we must be always be 

ready to go into a different direc-

tion so the HVVFA stays strong 

and continues to grow. I guess at 

the end of this convention we will 

find out if this is the way we should continue to go. 

   I would also like to thank the Lake George Fire Department 

for all they do for the association in Lake George. Also I 

would like to congratulate 1st VP Delbe Spath and Marilyn 

Schrader 2nd VP for being elected to their positions. I also 

would like to congratulate all the other Officers, Directors 

and County VPôs for the position they were elected too. 

   On a local level a big thank you goes out to my wife Linda 

and family for allowing me to do what I do for the Valley as 

well as other work I do. Another big thanks goes out to Skip 

Reid for being the chairman and supporter for many years on 

my election committee. Also I would like to thank Artie, 

Jimmy, Frankie, Billy, Poopsie, Chet, Dick, for the support 

they have given me as I went through the chairs. In addition 

the members of the Pawling Fire Department for being be-

hind me all these years without the support I would not be 

here today. In addition I cannot forget the Dutchess County 

Volunteer Firemenôs Association along with the Fire Police 

Association of Dutchess County and especially Bob Ruston 

for his great nomination for me these last few years. 

  Furthermore I would like also to thank all who second my 

nomination and for all who showed their confidence in me as 

well as your friendship. As I passed and continue to travel 

through the Valley it has been a great experience. I have been 

to many places, shot a lot of photos, have met many great 

friends and it shows what a great family the fire service has. 

In closing the time is going fast and I hope I meet your ex-

pectation on what an officer should be. I hope to contribute to 

the HVVFA and make us grow larger and stay strong. So 

once again I thank you for this opportunity to be your Presi-

dent and live up to your expectation. 
Firemanically, 
Vincent Galvin 

President, HVVFA 
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    News  from                                  

The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

   On Friday,  May14, 2010, FASNY Home Trustees, Direc-

tors, Officers, and the Residentsô Council held their annual 

Memorial Service to pay tribute to those members of the 

Home and its staff who passed away. Also on hand were 

officers and members of LAFASNY, members of FASNY, 

HVVFA, HMVFA, Home staff, and relatives and friends of 

the deceased. 

   This year was particularly moving as we dedicated the first 

of what we hope is many new stained glass windows. This 

was a dream  and  project  which  the  late  President  of  the 

 Above, the old                                                            Below, the new  

Board of Trustees 

of the Home, James 

Wright,  started 

during his tenure. 

Jim got this project 

going with the as-

sistance of many 

people including his 

own fire department, 

LAFASNY Officers 

and members, FASNY 

Officers and members, 

LAHVVFA, HVVFA, 

HMVFA, LAHMVFA 

and probably every 

other sectional and county 

association in the state. 

Many raffles and other 

fund raisers were held to 

raise the necessary funds 

for this endeavor. 

   It should be noted that 

this is an on-going fund 

drive to raise the funds to 

replace all the plain win-

dows in the Chapel with 

stained glass fixtures. The 

next window scheduled to 

be replaced is one dedi-

cated to the late Jim Wright 

for all his work and dedica-

tion to the Firemenôs Home. Any and all donations should be 

made payable to the FASNY Firemenôs Home ñCHAPEL 

FUNDò. Your contributions can be sent to the Firemenôs 

Home 125 Harry Howard Avenue, Hudson , NY 12534; or 

F A S N Y  1 0 7  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e 

Albany, NY 12210-2269. 

   This year we paid 

tribute to twenty one of 

our departed friends. 

Tim Hall, President of 

the Residentôs Council, 

and Annie Ryan read 

the necrology. Resi-

dents Joe Rocco, 

Bobby Hicks, Steve 

Buttafuoco, and me, 

Billy Rosenhagen, 

acted as  the bell 

ringer, candle lighter, photographer and whatever else we 

were called upon to do. This was all accomplished under the 

watchful eyes of the staff which always helps us do the job 

correctly. Thank you ladies. All  residents  of  the  Home who 
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could attend, played an important part in this ceremony and 

contributed to its success. 

   On Saturday, May 15, LAFASNY held their meeting at 

the Home. Itôs always nice to see these women stop in for a 

visit. On Sunday Dutchess County Day at the Home was 

held. On Saturday, May 22, many residents boarded the 

Home bus and travelled down to Brewster Fire Department 

for the annual Blue Vests Picnic and Meeting. As is anytime 

we visit BFD, we all had a good time and a great meal. I 

particularly enjoy this trip because it is near Westchester 

County and Ossining and I get to visit with more of my old 

friends from the area. I do miss you guys and GIRLS. 

   Now we come to June 17. Poor Ed Barnett, the Home 

nurse, I donôt know 

what time he got 

up, but he was at 

the Home bright 

and early to escort 

Bobby Hicks, Steve 

Buttafuoco, and me 

up to Lake George, 

NY for the Hudson 

Valley Volunteer 

Firemenôs Associa-

tion Annual Con-

vention. The Blue 

Vests saved a few 

rooms at Fort Wil-

liam Henry for us to enjoy the comforts of home and be near 

the hospitality rooms. Thursday evening we enjoyed the 

Blue Vests Outing which was held at the Queensbury VFW 

Hall. Shortly after we arrived, ñBig Redò pulled up and a 

bunch more of the Home residents got off to enjoy the out-

ing also. Once again we were treated to a ñRoyal Feastò. 

Hudson Valley and the Blue Vests, you people really treat 

us great, THANK YOU! 

    Friday we got up early to get breakfast before they might 

run out of food; then we were off to the meetings and 

awards ceremonies, congratulations to all who won. Friday 

evening we participated in the Mardi Gras Parade. And a 

grand old time was had by all. Saturday Ed drove me up to 

the Surfside to meet up with John and Diana so I could 

ñassist and show them how to take picturesò of the Dress 

Parade. John has been doing the Firefighter for a while now, 

so I thought I better devote more time to ñteachingò Diana 

the finer points of picture taking. Diana is the new editor of 

the Ulster County ñBrass Nozzleò and I want her to do a 

good job. After the parade we returned to the Surfside and 

visited a few hospitality rooms there. Thanks to the Colum-

bia County crowd and Catskill Fire Company for extending 

the invitations to me. A while later we walked up the road to 

the restaurant for dinner, but first we had to stop by the 

ñtavernò to see my old buddy Joe the bartender. Joe made 

the arrangements with the waitress so we were in and out in 

no time, and we had great service besides. I guess it does 

pay to have friends in important places. Thanks, Joe. 

Catskill 

 

Fire 

 

Company 

ñOFFICIAL PARADE ANNOUNCERò, 

Bob Creifelds and his two grandsons 
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 
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DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 
October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 

February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 
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For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREMEN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to  

Chairman Douglas Mann 

103 North Liberty Dr. Stony Point NY  10980 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2011 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2011 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

To the readers: 

   Another year has passed and so has another HVVFA Con-

vention. I think it went well, maybe a bump or two along the 

road, but overall it was pretty smooth. I think that we have 

the hard work and determination of such people as Jason 

Sherry and his staff, Tom Tracy and Barbara McGuirk to 

thank. Two other groups should be thanked also, the men and 

women of the Lake George Fire Department and Auxiliary 

who are greatly inconvenienced by us; the other group is one 

that is usually overlooked but without that group there would 

be no HVVFA, FASNY, HMVFA or any other sectional or 

county association. That group is ñUsò! Without us there is 

no need for such associations or events. We all should stand 

and applaud each other, we need each other. 

   With the convention comes new officers, letôs help them 

get their job done easily and well. We have seen a turnover of 

a number of county vice presidents seats, letôs hope they do 

the jobs that they were chosen for and elected to. This year 

they have a ñSpecial Projectò with the Directors to handle in 

addition to their regular jobs of articles and ads for the Fire-

fighter. 

   This year I have taken on the task of  being the leader for 

the HVVFAôs team with contributions to FASNYôs 

ñVolunteer Firefighterò. Kenny Kruehne remains the chair-

man of this committee, but all material will be routed to me 

for ñFinal Assemblyò. On behalf of both publications I ask 

you to please keep the articles coming in. I again will say, I 

prioritize articles by Email FIRST, article by mail or fax get 

used with consideration for (re)typing and size as well as 

article importance.(I am a ñhunt and peckô typist.) 

    Letôs all hope we have a successful year for our associa-

tions and that come November, that WE REMEMBER who 

did work for us and our well being as citizens and firefight-

ers. 

John Balling, 

HV Firefighter  Editor 

 

 

 

DEDICATED PAGE CONTRIBUTION  

 
This month the Royal Order of Red Vests 

Has made a Contribution for a  

Full Page Dedication for the Next Year. 

 

Thank you.. 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU  

 
August   4 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Stillwater Fire Department                              7:30 PM  

   5 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
  Windham Village Hose Company No. 1             8 PM 

 10 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  White Lake Fire Company                               8:00 PM 
 11 Saratoga County VFA Annual Picnic 

  Halfmoon Fire Department                              6:00 PM 

13 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting  
Hillcrest Fire Co. No. 1 ï Spring Valley          8:00 PM 

 17 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Modena Engine Fire & Rescue                        8:00 PM 
 18 ï 20 FASNY # 138th Annual Convention 

  Suffolk County  

September    8 Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 
  Olive Fire Department                                     8:00 PM  

  9 Greene County VFA #122 Annual Convention 

  Coxsackie Hose Company No. 3                    8:00 PM  
  Columbia County Fire Police Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Palmer Engine & Hose Co ï Kinderhook        7:30 PM 

 10 Rockland County VFA #98 Annual Convention 
  David B. Roche Volunteer Fire Co.                8:00 PM  

 21 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Pine Hill Fire Company No. 1                         8:00 PM 
 22 Greene County Fire Police Meeting                 7:30 PM 

  Albany County VFA Annual Dinner  
  Fuller Road Fire Department                            6:00PM 

 23 Orange County VFA Annual Convention  

  Cronomer Valley Social Hall                           7:00 PM 

  Westchester County VFA #104 Annual Convention 

Riverview Catering ï Hastings-on-Hudson 

Riverview Manor Hose Company No. 3  
 25 Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

  Annual Installation Banquet 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson                              6:00 PM 
 26 HVVFA Legislative Caucus 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson                            11:00 AM 

                                      HVVFA Home Day         Firemenôs Home  
 27 Putnam County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps                    8:00 PM 

 29 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 
  Stony Creek Volunteer Fire Department         7:30 PM 

October 2 Charles F. DôAvignon Bi-Annual Fire Police Seminar 

East Greenbush Fire Co ï Rens. County        8:00 AM
 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting       8:00 PM  

 8 & 9 VFPASNY Fall Meeting 

  Comfort Inn - Syracuse 
 10 Hudson Valley VFA Fall Meeting 

 Pawling Fire Dept. ï Dutchess County            1:00 PM 

12 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
 White Sulphur Springs Vol. Fire Dept.            8:00 PM 

 13 Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 

  Walden Fire Dept. ï Orange County               8:00 PM  
    Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting     7:30 PM 

 17 Region 3 Fire Police Fall Meeting 

  Argyle Fire Dept ï Washington County           9:00PM 
 18 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Quarterly Meeting 

  Dutchess County ï                                                       1:00 PM  

 19 Rockland County VSOA Monthly Meeting  

  Nanuet Fire Engine Company No. 1                            7:30 PM 

  Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting                   8:00 PM  

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Olive Fire Department                                                  8:00 PM 

 29 ï 31 FASNY Fall Legislative Seminar 

  Holiday Inn on Wolf Road   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 

   I just returned from Lake George where I attended our 35th 

Annual Convention.  Ladies, we have come a long way. Lucy 

Contento would be so happy but I'm sure that she is looking 

down on us and saying, "I knew you could do it." We wit-

nessed two firsts at this convention.  First, at the Mardi Gras 

Parade our three presidents walked with the three presidents 

from the Association, They looked great as Super Women's 

Heroes (our presidents)  Second,  Past President Sue Me-

han presented the Women's Dress Parade Trophies. 

   We lucked out with the great weather.  The meeting was 

well attended, and the following were elected to office: 

President Marilyn Farrell, Greene Co., First Vice President; 

Victoria Dichan, Rensselaer Co., Second Vice President; 

Joanne Jantz, Schenectady Co., Recording Secretary; Betsy 

Sickles, Albany Co.; Fincancial Secretary; Debbie Tierney, 

Ulster Co., Treasurer; Diane Lornez, Westchester Co. and 

Susan Mehan Saratoga Co. becomes our Jr. Past President. 

Rita Demary, Saratoga Co., was elected to the two year Di-

rectorship. Linda Stacy, Greene Co, was elected to the Five 

year Directorship, Mary Delaney, Putnam Co., was appointed 

to fill the four year Directorship, to replace Joanne Jantz. Ceil 

Blumfield, Rockland Co. received her Past Officers Pin as 

she was leaving the BOD after 5 yrs. Congratulations to you 

all. I apologize to the County V.P.'S I don't have a full list-

ing. 20 year certificates were presented to Alethia Lee, Co-

lumbia Co. Olga Price, Sullivan Co and Carol Turner, Sulli-

van Co. Life Membership was presented to Marilyn Farrell, 

Greene Co. and Victoria Dichian, Rensselaer Co.  

   A   very moving Memorial Service was conducted by 

Chaplain Rita Demary in remembrance of our four departed 

sisters, Beverly Jennings, Greene Co., Elizabeth Miller, 

Rockland Co., Kay O'Brien, Putnam Co. and Carolyn Meyer, 

Rockland Co. Next Meeting will take place at the West Ath-

ens Limestreet Fire Co. on September 19, 2010. Please don't 

forget Hudson Valley Day at the Home, September 26, 

2010.  I hope to see you there.                  

   Well, all good things come to an end and this is my last 

column, my term is up.  Thank you for letting me be your 

correspondent.  It was fun.  Liz Chapman, Columbia Co.  will 

be taking over, so please send your news to her.  Next dead-

line will be August 20th.  Thank you 
Mary Lou Nash, 

                 LAHVVFA 
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EMERGENGY HURRICANE INFORMATION  

AVAILABLE AT:  

 
http://www.emergencyemail.org/

hurricane2008resource.asp  

 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

Union Fire Company, Ballston Spa, 

Announces  2010-2011 Company Officers 
  Foreman     Fred Harris; 1st Lt.    Glenn Bowers, Jr.; 2nd Lt. 

E-141     Bill Kenny;  2nd Lt.  E-142    Mike Coffey; 2nd Lt. 

ETA-143     Mike Bashore; 2nd Lt.   M-144  Joe Guzman; 

Rec. Sec. Glenn Bowers Jr.; Fin. Sec. Ed Palso Jr.; Treasurer  

Mike Mulvaney; B.S.F.D. 1st Asst. Chief   Kevin Theriault; 

B.S.F.D. 3rd Asst. Chief  Dave Whittredge; B.S.F.D. Secre-

tary Fred Whittredge; Steward  Joe Mulvaney Jr.; FASNY 

Delegate  Ed Palso Jr., Nick Palso; HVVFA Delegate Mike 

Mulvaney, Sean Mulvaney; HMVFA Delegate  Sean Mul-

vaney, Mike Mulvaney; Lower Adirondack Delegate  Ed 

Palso Jr., Nick Palso; Saratoga County Delegate Fred Whit-

tredge. 

***********************  

Union Fire Co. #2 

Pipemen: George Blakeslee, Tom Nolan, Robert Mundell, 

       Tim Thomas Sr.; 

Hydrantmen:  Scott Westfall, Joe Mulvaney Sr.; 

Engineer   Dick Duffy, Edwin Uline (assistant); 

Review Committee   Glen Bowers Sr.,  Ed Palso Jr. Foreman, 

         1st Lt.; 

Chaplain   Fred Whittredge; 

Historians   Larry Morse, Tim Brown; 

Public Affairs  William Lund; 

Sick Committee  Larry Morse, Carm Isabella, Fred Whit- 

          tredge; 

Band Director  John Roche; 

Color Guard Coordinator   Carroll Theriault; 

Technology  John Otten, Andy Tinney; 

Room Comm.  Dave Kellogg, John Roche, Joe Mulvaney Sr.; 

Training Officer   Brian Theriault; 

Truckmen   Sean Mulvaney, Justin Marvin, Jeff Bush, Bob 

         Schrade, Bob Koloinski, Pat Reddon, William Lund. 

************************  

Union Fire Co. #2, Inc. 

To Host Breakfast Sunday October 17, 2010 

Union Fire Co. #2 will host an All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast on 

Sunday, October 17, 2010 from 7:30 AM until 12 Noon. The 

menu includes Pancakes, French Toast, Eggs, Sausage, Home 

Fries, beverages and other extras which may be added to the 

menu. The cost for the breakfast is: Adultsé$6, Seniorsé$5, 

Children 12 and underé$4, under 5 are free. 

  Union Fire Station is located at 319 Milton Ave. Ballston 

Spa, NY 12020. 
Articles submitted by: 

Ed Palso, Jr.   Fin. Sec.. 

 

 

Piermont Fire Department and 

Empire Hose Co., No. 1 

2010-2011 Officers Posted 
   Elections were held April 5, 2010; results are as follows: 

Company Officers 

President, Jerry Ables; Vice President, Mark Carlucci; Finan-

cial Secretary, Joan Chadwick; Recording Secretary, Julie 

Pagliaroli; Treasurer, Greg McKillop; Assistant Treasurer, 

Mark Bloomquist; Directors, Ray Holmes, Liz Fagan, Law-

rence Goswick. 

Department Officers 

Chief, James Alise; Assistant Chief, Kevin Fagin; 2nd Assis-

tant Chief, Bill Cavanaugh; Captain, Dan Goswick; Lieuten-

ant Don Hardy; 2nd Lt., Scott Silva; 3rd Lt,, Nate Mitchell; 

4th Lt. EMS, Donna Alise;5th Lt. EMS. Millie King. 

Engineers 

Engineer, Bob Pagnozzi; Assôt. Engineer, Don Cocker; 2nd 

Assôt Engineer, Mike Bettman. 

New EMTs 

Donna Mary Hardy, Mike Chadwick, Scott Sirota, Kenny 

Pickford, Sandra Gurash, Kate Wolley, Hope Goswick, 

Samantha Mounier, Santina Peralta. 
Submitted by: 

Lawrence  Goswick 

 
12 FD HONORED AT JUNE 6 MEMORIAL 

 
The following Fire Depts. were honored for their years of 

service at the RCVFA All-Faiths Memorial Service on Sun, 

June 6 held at the Fire Training Center, Pomona. 
 
Nanuet Fire Engine Co. 1860 150 yrs 

Jackson Hose Co. 3, Nyack 1880 130 yrs 

Alert Hook, Ladder & Engine Co., Congers 115 yrs 

Relief Hose Co. 3, Haverstraw 1895 115 yrs 

Highland Hose. 5, Nyack 1895 115 yrs 

Volunteer Hose Co. 1, Suffern 1900 110 yrs 

West Nyack Fire Engine Co. 1 1910 100 yrs 

Volunteer Hose Co. 2, West Haverstraw 1915 95 yrs 

Nyack Fire Patrol 1915 95 yrs 

Hillcrest Fire Co. 1915 95 yrs 

Blauvelt Volunteer Fire Co. 1945 65 yrs 

David B. Roche VF Co., Thiells 1960 50 yrs. 
 From the Rockland County Trumpet 
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HUDSON VALLEY VOLUNTEER 

 FIREMENôS ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
ROBERT J. CREIFELDS, SECRETARY  

POST OFFICE BOX 235 

BALLSTON SPA, NEW YORK 12020 

 

June 25, 2010 

Attention: Association Fire Companies, Fire Departments, Exempts, Benevolents, and Members, 

    Amen. Again I can say, the 121st Annual Convention of the HVVFA went off, as usual, without a 

problem. There was a new twist to this convention, this convention had no actual host, Yes, we were in 

the Village of Lake George, NY, with great assistance by the Lake George Fire Department. The differ-

ence from other conventions, this one was put together by a Management Committee, Jason Sherry Man-

agement. With no actual host, the Association had no choice. It worked out very well and next year will 

find us in the very same arrangement. We will be back at Fort William Henry Conference Center and the 

Village of Lake George, NY. The weather gave us a great week, early showers, then warmth and sun-

shine. The Mardi Gras Parade was, as usual, not to be missed. Our Dress Parade, often referred to as one 

of the best in the State, had the usual bands from Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York. 

Missed by all were the Mother Cabrini Band from the Bronx and the Little Angels Band from Montreal. 

Hopefully, they can find their way back to us by next year. We again must be thankful to the Lake 

George Fire Department for their caring and assistance to our Association. 

 

    Now me again, the BIG REASON, Old Pain in the whatever, just doing my job with my ñAfter Con-

vention HOME DAY LETTER ò. Mentioned again, special thoughts to that very day in Hudson, NY, 

September 26, 2010 at 2:00 PM. ñHOME DAYò with the residents, usually a beautiful fall afternoon, 

cool and crisp, a great day to be just anywhere. 

 

     Now, my plea has gone out to you for twenty-three years asking for your Donation, a contribution, 

perhaps actually begging for your kind attention. Put yourself in their place, as I have mentioned time 

and again in my convention report..Mailing out six hundred plus letters and getting a return on forty five 

to fifty is very disheartening to say the least. Surely, and hopefully you can find a little something this 

year. Some of you may be screaming at me for trying to spend your money. So be it. 

 

     Please forward your contributions/donations to Financial Secretary George H. Hill 854 Berk-

shire Road, Wingdale, NY 12594-1205. 

     Thank you. 

        Firemanicly yours, 

Robert J. Creifelds 
Robert J. Creifelds, Secretary 
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President, Jim Ryan                                                      1st Vice President, George Hillman                                    2nd Vice President, Tim Boles 

 

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE RED VESts 

 

8/2010 6x 

 

 

Financial Secretary, John Bootz                                            Treasurer, Frank Malloy                                        Recording Secretary, Ed Babcock 
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IMPORTANT PENDING LEGISLATION  

May 2--ALBANY -- For the first time, a state commission has 

recommended taking a hard look at New York's volunteer-led 

system of fire protection and requiring counties to at least con-

sider assuming more control of their local fire services. 

    It's such a touchy subject that five of the 15 members of the 

Commission on Local Government Efficiency -- including 

Long Island's two members -- voted against even studying the 

idea. 

   But commissioners said they'd heard too many "horror sto-

ries" on Long Island and statewide about multiplying Taj Mahal 

fire stations stuffed with brand new equipment, at a time when 

volunteer numbers are rapidly dropping. 

   "Our taxes are far too high, and we can't continue to embrace 

the status quo and expect things to get any better," said As-

semb. Sam Hoyt (D-Buffalo), chairman of the local govern-

ments committee and a member of the commission, which pre-

sented its recommendations to Gov. David A. Paterson on 

Wednesday. "I guess they [volunteers] are a powerful constitu-

ency, but at some point we have got to learn to say no." 

    The commission, which drew in part on findings from News-

day's 2005 Fire Alarm series, emphasized that voters would 

have to approve, through referendum, any move to give their 

county broader power to coordinate fire services and review 

equipment and coverage decisions. 

     Its report proposed a range of other changes to the fire sys-

tem: 
    Requiring all E-911 calls and police, fire and emergency medical 

dispatch to be handled by counties; 

    Empowering towns to create their own fire departments; 

     Holding all fire district elections on Election Day or on the same 

day in spring, run by the county board of elections, and notifying vot-

ers by mail of their fire polling place; 

    Making it easier to dissolve fire districts -- a measure inspired by 

the predicament of angry homeowners in the high-tax Gordon Heights 

Fire District; 

       Requiring a detailed study of the state's fragmented fire system, 

and more reporting on fire spending and budgets; 

     Devising new incentives tailored to younger volunteers. 
    Fire officials were unenthusiastic about most of the proposals. Bill 

Young, counsel for the state fire districts association, said putting 

towns or counties in charge of fire protection would be "extremely 

difficult" both logistically and because volunteers sign up only to serve 

their hometowns. Kirby Hannan, spokesman for the state firemen's 

association representing the volunteers, agreed. He argued for a more 

tailored solution to Gordon Heights' budget problems but favored the 

idea of county dispatch and new incentives. 

      Young also argued that reforms passed by the state in the wake of 

Newsday's2005 series should be given more time to work. 

     Nassau Comptroller Howard Weitzman, who along with Sen. Craig 

Johnson (D-Port Washington) opposed studying county management 

of fire services, said county control would disrupt the sense of commu-

nity that makes the volunteer system work 

     But Weitzman said he will ask the Long Island Regional Planning 

Board to study countywide dispatching. "There's a lot of solid research 

that went into those recommendations, and whether you agree with 

them or disagree they are clearly worthy of discussion," he said. 

Elizabeth Moore 

Newsday, Melville, N.Y. 

   ORANGE COUNTY VOLUNTEER 

FIREMENõS ASSOCIATION 

COMES OF òAGEó 
The Orange County Volunteer Firemen's Association has 

joined the electronic age.  A website - www.ocvfa.us - has 

been created.  This site has information for everyone.  It in-

cludes schedules for the association, as well as the county 

chief's, fire police and fire district association.  The county 

newspaper, The Hoseline, is accessible on the website. A 

forum, for use by county members, is also available.  Pictures 

from various county events in living color are included.  Ac-

tivities related to events sponsored by the county, an applica-

tion for membership in the association and links to other 

websites are available. 

   The county association, led by President Reyn Randolph 

from Orange Lake, will be holding the annual convention and 

parade in September.  The convention week begins with the 

Flag raising and Memorial Service on Sunday, September 19, 

the Annual meeting, which begins at 7 p.m., with election of 

officers and the presentation of Firefighter of the Year will be 

on Thursday, September 23, and the Dress Parade will be on 

Saturday the 25th. 

   The Orange County Firefighters Museum is located in 

Montgomery, NY in what was the Montgomery Fire Dept. 

fire house.  The museum building is a historic building and as 

such required much work to restore it in its original condi-

tion.  Among other things the front doors needed the original 

design hinges, the foundation and windows needed to be 

painted their original colors, the interior metal ceilings and 

truck bay floors had to be repaired. Much work was needed 

to be done before displays could be set up.  The museum is 

now open on Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and arrangements 

can be made for groups to tour the building at other times.  A 

telephone call to (845)457-9654 will start the process for a 

group visit.  A web site - WWW.OCFM.US has a description 

of the museum and some pictures of items on display. 

   A project that the museum has taken on is the renovation of 

the building behind the museum that was the original horse 

barn into an education center.  The idea is that we will be 

able to run fire prevention programs all year round.  This 

project is costly and funds to complete this program are being 

solicited from organizations, businesses and through grants.  

One donation to this project was received from the Orange-

Ulster-Sullivan-Dutchess Burn Fund.  Anyone wishing to 

make a donation can send it to the Orange County Firefight-

ers Museum, PO Box 679, Montgomery, NY 12549.  
Submitted by: 

Ken Kruehne, 

Orange Cty. V.P. 
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State Fire Police adopt new By-Laws 

At its Annual Meeting and Convention in May at May-

ville, NY, the Volunteer Fire Police Association State of 

New York membership voted to adopt new by-laws.  Now, 

individual fire companies and Fire Police associations 

may join as members and have delegate representa-

tion.  Region 2 covers the southern Hudson Valley.  Bob 

Ruston (Somers VFD) is the State's Region 2 Director. 

State's web site, though somewhat under construction, is 

www.vfpasny.org.  For info or applications (company 

and/or individual) email Bob at:  RRusto@aol.com. 
Submitted by: 

Bob Ruston, Chairman HV  

Fire Police Committee 

       CONVENTION NEWS  

  COXSACKIE HOSE COMPANY #3 HOST 

122nd GREENE COUNTY CONVENTION 
    Wednesday, Sept 8th is the Ladies dinner at the Coxsackie 

Yacht Club, Cocktail hour at 6PM this will be followed by 

dinner, with Roast Beef and Turkey the cost is $16.00 per 

person. Any Hudson Valley Officer or LAFASNY Officer 

 Contact President Farrell or Bob Frank at (518-731-6935) 

no later than August 14th. 

   Thursday, Sept 9th is The Men's Dinner at the Coxsackie 

Yacht Club. Registration at 5.00 pm. Dinner is from 5:30 

Until 7:00 pm. Steak Dinner the cost is $16.00 per person. 

With The Memorial Service at 7:30 pm. 

  The Annual Meeting to follow. Any Hudson Valley or 

FASNY Officer should contact Santo Rivera or John Farrell, 

or call Bob Frank at (518-731 6935)No LATER THAN AU-

GUST 14. 

     Friday Sept 10th Mardi Gras Parade Line up at 5:00pm 

step off at 6:00 pm;  "THE BIG SMOOTHIES will be play-

ing after the Parade at the Firehouse. All Hudson Valley 

Blue Vests may March with Greene County Blue Vests. 

    Saturday Sept 11th Full Dress Parade Line Up at 1:00pm 

with step off at 2pm, with Trophies to follow. There are over 

40 units in Parade. 

Joint Legislative Meeting 
   In conjunction with the Hudson Mohawk VFA and their 

legislative committee chairman, Dave Chapman, we held our 

3rd regional legislative conference on May 15th to cover the 

northern section of the Hudson Valley. The meeting was 

hosted by the Middle Falls Fire Department in Washington 

County and attended by 20 members of either HMVFA or 

HVVFA or both organizations. A fellow firefighter from 

nearby Massachusetts drove over to attend and was an active 

participant. 

   Although several local State Senators and Assemblyman 

were invited, the only participant was Assemblyman Tony 

Jordan who provided insightful information on the current 

budget crisis and the challenges facing all community organi-

zations and not-for profits.  He actively participated in the 

discussion of the FASNY Legislative Scorecard, which was 

led by Kirby Hannah. Many of the pending bills are in the 

Local Government Committee, which is one of Assembly-

man Jordanôs assignments and he offered to follow-up on 

several bills that he felt could be considered after the budget 

is resolved. 

   As of June 11th, the only bill on the Scorecard that passed 

and was signed by the Governor is the Health Insurance bill, 

which enables firefighters who are under or uninsured to be 

covered by their local village or town at the same cost as mu-

nicipal employees. The Heart Bill and Cancer Impairment 

will probably be extended for another 5 years and the Blue 

Light-Highway Safety Zone and HAZMAT Emergency Plan-

ning are expected to be voted on in the Senate. Hopefully 

other bills without fiscal implications will also move forward 

and be acted on in our favor. 

   Thank you the committee members and our HV members 

who participated and showed interest in our legislative pro-

gram during the Presidency of Donny Farrell. 
James B. Hartwick 

Legislative Chairman  

 

 

 

 

Royal Order of the Blue Vests Officers for the 

Year 2010 ï 2011 are as follows: 

President,  Fred P. Pettingell; First Vice President, Paul D. 

Schlegel; Second Vice President, Frederick A. Van Loan 

Third Vice President Walter W. Eck Jr.; Fin. Sec. & Treas. 

George H. Hill;  Recording Secretary, Jennifer Mackenzie; 

Chaplain, Frederick A. Van Loan; Chaplain Robert J. 

Creifelds; Sergeant at Arms, Garth W. Walker. 

Directors: 

Albany County, Kathie A. Wood. Columbia County Heath J. 

Freidel & Wilson F. McKay; Dutchess County, Robert J. 

OôLeary & John J. Shafer; Greene County, Garth Walker; 

Putnam County, Joseph Toscano & Wayne Rudolph; Rens-

selaer County, Glenn B. Van Alstyne Sr.; Rockland 

County ,Henry Taber & James A. Blauvelt Sr.; Saratoga 

County, Gerald E. Mehan & Charles P. Fiorino Sr.; 

Schenectady County,  Kenneth C. Askew; Sullivan County 

Fred Turner &  John S. Cassidy Sr.; Ulster County, David C. 

Gibson Sr. & Charles W. Meiswinkel Sr.; Warren County, 

Steve Drino; Westchester County, Linda G. Bender & Don-

ald Berretta; Firemenôs Home  Steve Buttafuoco &  

William C. Rosenhagen. 

http://www.vfpasny.org/
mailto:RRusto@aol.com
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       Rombout Recognized for Ice-water Rescue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rombout  FD Captain Chris Mazzuca with award recipient Past-

Captain Kenny Schirmer, Fire Company Vice-President Marc 

Breimer and Fire Company President Anthony Cefaloni.  Kenny 

Schirmer was recognized by Rombout Fire Company for rescuing two 

people who had fallen through the ice in January.   

   (Fishkill, Dutchess County, New York) At Romboutôs 
Annual Inspection dinner, Past-Captain Kenny Schirmer was recog-

nized by the Rombout Fire Company for his lifesaving role in rescu-

ing two people who had fallen through the ice this past winter. Dur-

ing a snow storm on January 28, 2010, while working for the Somers 

School District, Kenny was driving to a school with a load of sand in 

his plow truck. While passing the Muscoot Reservoir he notice some-

one had broken through the ice covered reservoir while ice fishing 

and was trapped in the water. Other passing motorists made calls to 

911 and two New York State Troopers and a Town of Somers Police 

Officer responded to the scene. Somers Fire Department was across 

town at a major motor vehicle accident and due to the terrible road 

conditions would be delayed responding. Kenny was an avid ice fish-

erman and a few days earlier had just completed an ice water rescue 

refresher training drill with the Rombout Fire Company so he was 

familiar with icy conditions. With no ice rescue equipment at the 

ready and no time to wait for responding Somers Fire Department to 

arrive, Kenny formed a plan. Grabbing a long rope from his truck 

Kenny instructed the two Troopers and the Police Officer that with 

the rope and proper spacing they could form a human chain to get to 

the victim. With Kenny leading the three, they quickly covered the 

distance to the victims. When Kenny got close to the victim he real-

ized that there was more then one victim in the water, there was a 

man and his daughter. Stopping 10 feet short of the ice break and 

throwing the victims the rope, Kenny instructed them on how to se-

cure the rope around them. With all four rescuers pulling on the rope, 

they were able to pull the father quickly out of the water on the first 

try. The daughter had more difficulty getting out and it took several 

tries before she was rescued.  After the rescuers and victims reached 

the shore safely the father and daughter, who it was estimated were in 

the water for 25 minutes, were transported to area hospital, treated 

and release.  
 On hand to present the award to him, was his daughter, 

Rombout firefighter Jessica Schirmer as his other daughter Ashley as 

his wife Denise looked on. 

Submitted by: 

Kevin Barry, PIO 

Rombout Fire Dept. 
 
 

 

 

Calif. Law: All FF Cancer is Job Related 

   Active full-time and volunteer firefighters statewide who 

become ill with cancer can claim their disease is job-related 

without proving it, as was the case of a Riverside firefighter 

whose funeral was last week. 

   California is one of two dozen states that presumes fire-

fighters who become ill with all cancers and leukemia get the 

disease as an occupational consequence. The presumption, 

enacted more than 20 years ago, lasts up to five years after 

termination of service. 

   Other firefighter presumptions in California's labor code are 

heart conditions, hernia, pneumonia, tuberculosis, blood-

borne infectious diseases, meningitis and methicillin-resistant 

Staphylococcus aureus, better known as MRSA. 

   Typically, most employees must prove work-related ill-

nesses, injuries and diseases. Presumption codes require em-

ployers to prove that firefighters were not exposed to disease 

or cancer-causing material as a result of work, which could 

be almost impossible to do, said Tom DeSantis, Riverside's 

assistant city manager. 

   Few Riverside firefighters have reported becoming ill with 

cancer, he said. Eric Botkin, who recently died following a 

two-year battle with glioblastoma, a highly aggressive brain 

cancer, was the only firefighter who DeSantis said he could 

recall. 

  Fire officials have said Botkin's cancer was work-related. 

An estimated 20,000 people in the United States are diag-

nosed with brain cancers annually. More than half of all adult 

brain cancers are glioblastoma. Few people live more than 

three years. 

   Glioblastoma experts at UCLA's Jonsson Comprehensive 

Cancer Center and City of Hope Helford Clinical Research 

Hospital in Duarte say genetic disorders have been linked to 

the disease. Other possible causes have not yet been identi-

fied, despite speculation about cell phone use and electro-

magnetic radiation, they say. Research does not indicate that 

firefighters are more at risk of getting brain cancer than any-

one else. 

   "There is no concrete evidence that what you do causes it," 

said Dr. Robert Prins, an assistant professor of neurosurgery 

at UCLA. He has been researching glioblastoma for 15 years. 

"People have been looking pretty hard. There's a huge 

amount of work that needs to be done." 

   DeSantis wouldn't discuss Botkin's case. Generally, a fire-

fighter's cancer diagnosis would be submitted to Riverside's 

workers' compensation division for review. 

   Tim Strack, president of the Riverside City Firefighters' 

Association, said he helped Botkin file his workers' compen-

sation claim following his October 2007 diagnosis. City offi-

cials approved the claim after about a week, Strack recalled. 

Some firefighters don't file cancer workers' compensation 

claims even though the law allows it, Strack said. Riverside's 

fire department documents possible cancer exposures on its 

activity reports, he said. 

   "Our guys aren't out there to have the city pick up all their 

illnesses," he said. 


