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  Past President Galvin Bids Farewell 
 Na Na Na Na, Na Na Na Na, hey hey hey say goodbye. I have 

to say it was a great year and time surely passes by when you 

are having fun. I would like to say it was a great 122nd Con-

vention despite the disruption we had on Thursday night at 

Duffyôs. We must remember when we gather together in such 

a large group we must act accordingly.  I t was great seeing 

everyone once again in Lake George. I would like to congratu-

late all the new officers on their new position and may they 

prosper this year with the HVVFA. It was a great milestone 

this year to see too great leaders pass over the batons to their 

replacements. Bob Creifelds and Jim Ryan have made many 

contributions to the HVVFA and I had the privilege of  serving 

with both of them.   

   In addition, this year I 

had the privilege of going 

to lunch with the Ladies 

Auxiliary and swearing 

them in to office. I wish 

Marilyn Farrell lots of suc-

cess with her board and all 

the work they do. I wish to 

congratulate all the Fire-

men and Departments who 

were recognized with cita-

tions for their heroic deeds that they did during the past year. 

Last but not least congratulations to Lifetime Achievement 

Award winner Robert McKinney for all he has done for the 

fire service and his community.    

   Since this year will be the tenth anniversaries of 911, it was 

a great job done by all who remembered those who answered 

their final alarm at the Mardi Gras parade. It was fantastic 

craftsmanship done by many who spent months preparing for 

this event.  

When I looked at the dress parade it is fantastic to see all the 

participation by all those who came.      Special thanks go out 

to all those Dutchess County Companies who made it up to the 

parade.   

   On a local level a big thank you goes out to my wife Linda 

daughters Doreen, Caitlin, son Patrick and family for allowing 

me to do what I do for the Valley as well as other work I do. 

As you know in the fire service there have been many dinnersô 

parties and other functions we miss because of what we do. So 

as an officer of these organization with all the traveling been 

done it appears that you are never home. Extra big thanks go 

out to Skip Reid for being the chairman and supporter of mine 

for many years on my election committee. Also I would like to 

thank  Artie,  Jimmy,  Frankie, Billy,  Poopsie,  Chet, Dick,        
(Continued on page 2) 

  

 

Introducing: 

PRESIDENT DELBE SPATH 

  As I sit down after the convention, I still canôt believe three 

years have passed and I am president of this great association. 

Thank you for all the support given to me by so many. Con-

gratulations to our new 1st Vice President Marilyn Schrader 

and 2nd Vice President, Joseph Mellan, Treasurer Michael 

Karashay, Recording Secre-

tary June Gunza.  Also, I 

congratulate our new direc-

tors, George Stacey and Tho-

mas Totten for their 4 year 

terms and also the reelection 

of George Hill as financial 

secretary. I know that they 

all will do a good job hold-

ing up the traditions of this 

association.  

    The theme for this yearôs 

Mardi-Gras parade was re-

membrance of the September 

11, 2001, attack on America. 

The best over-all trophy 

went to Westchester County Fire Association and most in line 

of march was Westchester County Fire Association. Best 

firematic theme 1st place went to Plattekill Fire Department 

with 2nd place to East Greenbush.  

   On Saturday we had the dress parade, I was on the review-

ing stand and glad that I didnôt have to be a judge because 

everyone looked great;  99 companies and 25 Ladies auxilia-

ries participated. Best over-all went to Ossining Fire Depart-

ment and 2nd place to Marlboro Fire Department with Brew-

ster Fire Department taking 3rd place. The best overall Ladies 

Auxiliary went to Plattekill. Congratulations to all the fire 

companies and auxiliaries who won trophies.  

    I was appalled to hear it announced at Fridayôs meeting 

that some firemen had caused a incident at one of the bars. 

This is not the way we want to portray our image as volunteer 

firemen.  Property owners should not have to be concerned 

that they may face destruction of their property and assault by 

our fellow firemen.. As I understand it, two fire companies 

were disqualified for their bad behavior. We were all guests 

of the Village of Lake George and should act appropriately as 

their guests. This kind of action will not be tolerated by my-

self nor, the rest of the board of directors. I feel that any com-

pany that includes firemen from another company in their 

line of march, should be responsible for the behavior of ALL 

the firemen participating in the unit. 

Delbe Spath,  

HVVFA President 
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ADVERTISING RATES 
 

If anyone is interested or knows someone who might be 

interested in placing  an ad in this paper, please contact 

this editor at :  john@bmfe.net  or 845-246-7805 

The rates per issue are:   

Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

A View from the Announcer 
 

   Thank you for everyone that participated in the recent Hud-

son Valley Convention parade in Lake George. The follow-

ing are a few things that I saw that might bring your parade 

score up a few points:   

   First, in order to be in the game, your department or com-

pany must have their dues paid before the end of the conven-

tion meetings 

   Your department must display an American flag guarded 

by at least one guard. If you only have one guard, he or she 

must be on the right side.  

   When your color guard reaches the reviewing stand, make 

sure that the other flags dip. A good rule of thumb is to dip 

the departmentôs flag the complete length of the reviewing 

stand. This is done to honor the American Flag at the review-

ing stand.   

   The Chief or Ladies Auxiliary President should salute the 

reviewing stand. The salute should be held for the complete 

length of the reviewing stand.  

  Uniformity is important whatever uniform your department 

or company wears make sure everyone is the same. If the 

blouse had two rows of five buttons, make sure that all the 

buttons are there. If one person has two rows of four buttons 

it will stick out in a picture. Also the judges will pick it out 

and you lose points.  

   On the uniform you are only allowed to wear earned 

badges. Wearing of parade ribbons or election buttons are 

not allowed. If you have received a Fireman of the Year pin 

or special badge awarded to you because of working at 911, 

your department should write a letter on department station-

ary in forming the parade and rules committee that theses 

pins are earned badges are earned badges. This will make it 

clear to the judges that these extra pins or badges are allowed 

badges.  

   If one memberôs uniform does not fit too well, like the shirt 

tail does not reach his or her pants and not held inside the 

pants. Maybe they should ride in a fire truck or chiefôs car 

where that shirt tail would not be seen.  

   All the points I have brought up are in the rules. So make 

sure to read the Rules. And if you have any questions. feel 

free to contact me at fpettingell@aol.com or contact Harry 

Barrett Parade and Rules Committee Chairman at  lorbar-

rett@hvc.rr.com,. Hopefully these tips will help you better 

understand the parade rules.  

One last Note: 

Chewing gum, smoking, or drinking during the parade is 

really not a very good idea. 

Submitted by: 

Fred Pettingell, 

HVVFA Director 

Editors note: 

  Fred Pettingell was on the reviewing stand at the Conven-

tion in Lake George, NY and made the above observations as 

the ñguest announcerò while Bob Creifelds was the ñGrand 

Marshalò of the Dress Parade. 

John Balling 

Past President Galviné 
(Continued from page 1) 
Garvin and Debbie for the support they have given me at the 

Convention as I went through all the chairs.  

   In closing, I would like to say it was a true privilege to 

serve as your President and  I thank you all for giving me that 

opportunity. My last official duty is when I handed over to 

President Delbe the trumpet and that was done. I know Delbe 

and the board he will do a great job as we continue to grow 

and prosper within the Hudson Valley. 

Vincent Galvin 

Jr Past President 

 

 

Dutchess County Reports: 
 

Dutchess County Day at the Home, May 15, 2011. 

The day was rainy.  John D was in the hospital with pneumo-

nia.  When John J and I arrived at the pavilion, East Fishkill 

was there.  We set everything up and started the grills.   

HVVFA had a committee meeting in the barn and joined us 

after their meeting was over.   I believe we had about 30 or so 

people join us for the festivities.  Everyone had a good time.   

Next year we should have a plan A and plan B, in case of 

rain. 

Joanne, DCVFA 

 

Blue Vest BBQ @ Hurleyville Fire Department 

The meeting started around 11 am.  Elections were held and 

Jennifer won 3rd VP.  Congrats, Jennifer.  John J and I were 

appointed as Dutchess County Directors.   

The weather was cloudy and rainy, but we all enjoyed our-

selves.  The food was great, as usual.  John D won the 50-50.   

Thanks to everyone at Hurleyville.  You did it, again.   

Joanne, DCVFA. 

Submitted by: 

Joanne Shafer,  

Dutchess Cty VP 

mailto:fpettingell@aol.com
mailto:lorbarrett@hvc.rr.com
mailto:lorbarrett@hvc.rr.com
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            May Blue Vests Annual Picnic & Meeting 

The Hurleyville Fire Company No. 1 in the Village of Hurleyville in Sullivan County hosted the Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

annual picnic & meeting on May 21, 2011.   

   The registration started at 10:30 am with many members arriving earlier. President Pettingell announced that there will be a 

brief Directorôs meeting starting at 11:00 am.      

   President Pettingell opened the Directorôs meeting at 11:00 am. The topics discussed will be included in the business meeting. 

President Pettingell opened the business meeting at 11:15am. The Invocation was given by Mrs. Victoria L. Dichian. The pledge 

to the flag was led by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Garth W. Walker. Fred Turner of the Hurleyville Fire Company No. 1 welcomed all 

in attendance, noted the fire exits, and invited the membership to partake of the refreshments after the conclusion of the meeting. 

The Committee reports included the Royal Order of the Blue Vests Annual Steak Roast outing (June 16), the Blue Vests day at 

the Firemenôs Home in Hudson (June 25), the Blue Vests Annual Installation dinner (September 24), and the Blue Vests Annual 

Christmas Party at the Firemenôs Home (December 17).  Chairman Michael Cesare discussed the May raffle tickets and the fun 

that he had in trying to decipher what was either written or printed on the raffle ticket stubs. FASNY Director ,Santo S. óChanô 

Rivera gave a brief report and mentioned that he has been ill. Second Vice President  Marilyn L. Schrader gave a complete re-

port for the upcoming Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association 122nd Annual Convention. President Pettingell thanked 

the Committees for their reports and especially Jim Coons, George Harp, and George Hill for their many years serving on the 

Christmas & Home Day committees.  

   An application was read for one prospective member:   Ms. Lucille Edele, Brewster Fire Department   

   Under New Business, the proposed By-Law to revise the starting times of the business meetings was discussed. After a brief 

discussion, a motion was made and approved to revise the starting times of the business meetings. The May meeting will be 

starting at 11:00 am. The January, March, and October meetings will be starting at 12:00 pm (aka noontime). FASNY Past Trus-

tee Mr. James J. Farrell discussed the first Past Trustee Annual Golf tournament (October 1, 2011) and their need for sponsors. 

A motion was made and approved to sponsor one tee box and one golf hole.  

   President Pettingell announced that the nominations and elections for the Chair Officers of the Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

are next. The election Chair Officers are as follows: 

   President , Paul D. Schlegel; First Vice President, Frederick A. Van Loan; Second Vice President , Walter W. Eck Jr.; Third 

Vice President,  Jennifer Mackenzie; Fin. Sect./Treas.,  George H. Hill; Recording Secretary,Kathie A. Wood; Sergeant-at-

Arms, Garth W. Walker; Chaplains  Frederick A. Van Loan and Robert J. Creifelds.   

   President- elect Paul Schlegel announced that the October meeting will be hosted by the Wayne Hose Company No. 1 in the 

Village of Stony Point on October 23, 2011.  Past President Santo óChanô Rivera announced that the Napanoch Fire Company 

will be hosting the January business meetings in 2012 & 2013. Thank you Chan. The Benediction was given by Victoria L. Di-

chian. President Pettingell presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Hurleyville Fire Company No. 1.  Mr. Fred Turner ac-

cepted on behalf of the Hurleyville Fire Company No. 1.  

   Refreshments were available before and after the meeting. Everyone was welcome and the refreshments were delicious. The 

refreshments included hot dogs, hamburgers, several kinds of Road Kill, sausage, peppers & onions, New England Clam-

Chowder, sauerkraut, pickles, potato salad, macaroni salad, beer, soda, coffee, and raw clams. The picnic refreshments included 

the chicken BBQ, corn on the cob, rolls, baked potato, steamed clams, and brownies & watermelon for dessert. A special 

ñThank Youò goes to the members of the Hurleyville Fire Company No. 1 for hosting the Annual Picnic & meeting, for their 

wonderful hospitality, and for the great refreshments.   
Submitted by: 

Mike Cesare 

Columbian Engine Company No. 1 Peekskill, N.Y. 

Celebrates 185 Years of Service 
   On June 8, 2011, Columbian Engine Co., No. 1, Peekskill, New York, proudly celebrated it's 185th Anniversary of uninter-

rupted fire service to the City of Peekskill. Organized on June 8, 1826, it is the oldest of Peekskill's six volunteer fire companies. 

Many members have come and gone but according to record the first fireman of 

the then Village of Peekskill was John R. Shaw. In 1995 the original "Hand Pum-

per" used by the company was bought from  then owner from Somers. After 

some research and assistance from the Mount Kisco Fire Department, Chris-

tian Petershine of Paradise, Penn. was contacted and agreed to restore the "Hand 

Pumper". On January 17, 1997 the "Hand Pumper"was brought to Mr. Peter-

shine. After three years of restoration, on March 4, 2000, the "Hand Pumper" 

came home! And was added to the many historical items cherished by Colum-

bian Engine. The Men and Women members of Columbian Engine Co., No. 1 

are proud of its past. "It's our time in History" 
Submitted by: 

Sal Carano, Company Historian 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 
The Hudson Valley Firefighter  

Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 
Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes,  should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 President,  Delbe Spath; Vice President, Marilyn Schrader; 2nd Vice President, 

Joe Mellan; Recording Secretary June Gunza; 
Financial Secretary, George Hill ;Treasurer, Mike Karashay;  

Past President, Vinny Galvin 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, Tom Totten, George Stacey, Duncan Wilson,   

Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart ,George Woolsey 

and  Vincent Galvin. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Thomas Totten 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*special assistant from LAHVVFA, 

 William C.òScoopò Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW, 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Liz Chapman,  

All County Vice Presidents 

Stuart Gates, member emeritus 

  

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  
5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 
October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 
February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 

 
For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to  

Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 
139 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY 10509 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2012 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 
& must be received by March 1, 2012 

To the readers: 

  Well we survived yet another  HVVFA Convention. 

We got together with some great friends and acquaint-

ances and had great times. I even finished off a bottle of 

some Adirondack Mountain ñBlueberry Wineò. Great 

stuff for someone who doesnôt normally imbib in the 

spirits.  

   Congratulations go out to all newly elected and re-

elected officers; good luck in the upcoming year(s). 

Letôs get behind our officers and give them the support 

the need and deserve. With a little more help the jobs 

will get done easier and faster, and hopefully better. 

   Central New York and Hudson-Mohawk are the next 

sectionals to be holding their conventions. Theyôre 

coming up in the middle of July. Good luck to those 

who are running for office; but remember, only one can 

win, and hopefully the better candidate will be the win-

ner. 

   There is a definite lack of participation in submitting 

articles for this newsletter.. Okay, letôs start at the be-

ginning. If ,by nature of your ñjob descriptionò, you are 

blessed with the chore of writing an article for each is-

sue, please do so. If you donôt know what is suitable, or 

how to submit something, my information is located in 

the column to the left and below; please give me a call 

or email me (or anyone else on the Publications Com-

mittee). I am beyond the point of calling and pleading, 

especially from other committee chairs. If you thought 

your report or presentation was worthy of printing, you 

should have sent it to me!!! Donôt ASSume that I have 

the information. I DONôT! I submitted an article in this 

issue because I am proud that the recipients are mem-

bers of the fire department where I started some forty-

seven years ago. But, I had to research the information, 

I would not do it for any other fire department or in any 

other circumstances. It also helped that I am a friend of  

one recipient. Again, I extend my congratulations to 

these people and to ALL others who received any type 

of recognition at this yearôs convention. 

   Have a great summer, be safe. 

 

   John Balling,  

 Editor & Chairman 

  H.V. Firefighter 
1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  
fax to 1-208-246-3911 

Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  If 

you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 

 

August   3 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting    7:30 PM  

   4 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
  Hensonville Hose Company                         7:00 PM  

  9 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Yulan Fire Department                                  8:00 PM 
 10 Saratoga County VFA Annual Picnic 

  Halfmoon Fire Department                           6:00 PM 

12 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting Columbia 

 Fire Eng.Co. No. 1 ï Spring Valley             8:00 PM 

 16 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Modena Firehouse                                          8:00 PM 
 16 ï19 FASNY # 139th Annual Convention 

  Alexandria Bay ï Jefferson County  

September    8 Greene County VFA #123 Annual Convention 
  Cairo Hose Company No. 3                            8:00 PM    

   9 Rockland County VFA 99  Convention Columbia 

   Fire Engine Company No. 1                          7:30 PM 
15 Westchester County VFA 105 Annual Convention 

Ardsley Engine Company No. 1 

 20 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Saxton Fire Company                                     8:00 PM 

21 Albany County VFA Annual Dinner  

  Picards Grove ï Voorheesville                       6:00 PM            
 22 Orange County VFA Annual Convention   

  Salisbury Mills Fire Company7:00 PM 

 

                  24    Royal Order of the Blue Vests  Installation 

                                BanquetFiremenôs Home ï Hudson     6:00 PM 

 

25 HVVFA Legislative Caucus 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson 
 

  HVVFA Home Day 

  Firemenôs Home in Hudson 
 

 26 Putnam County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Continental Village Volunteer Fire Dept,       8:00 PM  

 28 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 

  Stony Creek Volunteer Fire Dept.                  7:30 PM 
October 1 Walter W. Eck Sr. Bi-Annual Fire Police Seminar 

Fuller Road Fire Department                          8:00 AM 

11 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
 Beaverkill Valley Fire Company                    8:00 PM 

 12 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting  

  Lafayette Chemical Co.,Valatie                      7:30 PM 
                  14              Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting      8:00 PM 

  14 & 15 VFPASNY Fall Meeting 

  Spencerport Fire Districts Station No.1 
 

 16 Hudson Valley VFA Fall Meeting 

 Wallkill Hook, Ladder & Hose Co..     1:00 PM 

 

 18 Dutchess County VFA Meeting                       8:00 PM 

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Cedar Grove Fire Company                             8:00 PM 

 22 Region 3 Fire Police Fall Meeting 

  Galway Fire Department                                 9:00 AM 

 

 23 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Fall Meeting 

  Wayne Hose Co. No. 1 ï Stony Point   12 Noon 

 

 26 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 

   Orange County News 
 

   First, I would like to thank those who supported me for the 

position of OC VP to the HVVFA; I hope that I am able to 

surpass your expectations! 

  With that said, it looks to be a very busy fall in the Orange 

County area.  The OCVFA will hold their nominations on 

July 26th, at the Sparrowbush Fire Dept.  Work is continuing 

with President Rick Lewis, and the Salisbury Mills FD, who 

are the hosts of this yearôs convention.  A full week of activi-

ties is planned, visit our website at www.ocvfa.us for all the 

details!  Events will include a Poker Run on 9/18, Memorial 

Service on 9/19, and Convention meeting on 9/22 culminat-

ing with a five division full dress parade on Saturday 9/24!  

They are hard at work finalizing the parade details and the 

publication of the Convention Journal. 

   It was also the pleasure of the OCVFA and Fearless Hook 

& Ladder Co, No 1 of Walden, to present Rick Penney as our 

candidate for 2nd Vice President of the HVVFA in 2012 at the 

meeting in Lake George.  We believe that Rick possesses the 

qualities and experiences that the HVVFA deserve and re-

quire.  We ask for your support at the 2012 Convention in 

South Glens Falls. Just a few of Ricks qualifications include: 

      A 28 year member of the Fearless Hook & Ladder Co. ; 
currently serving his second 5 year term as a Fire Commissioner; 

a Past President of the Orange County Volunteer Firemenôs Asso-

ciation, the Fire Chiefôs Association of Orange County and the 

Royal Order of the Red Vests; a Life Member of the Hudson Valley 

Volunteer Firemenôs Association; currently serving on the Haz/Mat 

& Homeland Security Committee;  has been employed by the Or-

ange County Sheriffôs Office in Goshen, NY for the past 18 years 

and currently holds the rank of Sergeant.   

 

   New Windsor Fire Department will celebrate itôs 75th Anni-

versary this year with an anniversary celebration on July 16th.  

Congratulation to the Officers and members on not only sup-

porting your community for 75 years, but also for earning the 

1st place trophy (best appearing, bloused, over 38 in line) at 

the HVVFA 2011 Convention Parade. Not wanting to go 

home empty handed, the New Windsor Ladies Aux. took 1st 

place for best appearing, over 11 in line. 

   Orange County Day at the home will be August 7th, with 

the OC Association providing free bus transportation and the 

OCVFA Ladies Auxiliary serving up a delicious BBQ lunch.  

As always there will be the famous horseshoe contest, which 

I need to start practicing for, Iôm aiming for that Ladies 1st 

place trophy this year.  We look forward to spending the day 

with not only the OC residents but any and all that are able to 

join us for the afternoon. 

Submitted by: 

Fran Galu 

Orange Cty VP 

http://www.ocvfa.us
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Joseph F. Kelly Memorial  
Lifetime Achievement Award  

3
rd

  Annual Presentation  
June 17, 2011 
   The recipient of the 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award is 
Robert A. McKinney from the Lake George Fire Depart-
ment.  During his career with the New York Telephone 
Company he also held numerous part time jobs to provide 
for his wife Marie and their 6 children.  Although there were 
many family responsibilities, that did not prevent him from 
finding time to volunteer in his community and he began a 
lifetime of giving. 
   Bob began volunteering in the fire service in 1959 with the 
West Glens Falls Fire Company.  He then relocated to Lake 
George and joined the Lake George Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment on May 4, 1965.  Over the past 48 years of service 
Bob has held the positions of Lieutenant, Captain, Assistant 
Chief, Vice President, Secretary and Board of Directors.  He 
is active in the Fire Police and as a Company Chaplain.  
Over the years he has served on numerous committees in 
his department.  Bob is the recipient of the Lake George Fire Department Presidentôs Award for outstanding ser-
vice.  In 1982 Bob was awarded the ñPhil Wood Awardò for exceptional service, dedication and devotion to the Vol-
unteer Fire service.  This award is not given annually and only to an individual who exceeds the expectations of the 
panel of judges.  With still a few minutes to spare he is quite involved in the Warrensburg Fire Department assisting 
with their annual fund raiser (The Smoke Eaters Jamboree) when ever he can.  In 1964 Bob joined the Hudson Val-
ley Volunteer Firemenôs Association.  He was instrumental in bringing the convention back to Lake George and 
making it a family event.  He has served on numerous Hudson Valley committees, is a past President of the Royal 
Order of Blue Vests and a member of the Royal Order of the Red Vests.  He worked his way through the ranks of 
the Hudson Valley VFA and was elected President in 1989.  He is a member of the Hudson Mohawk VFA, an asso-
ciate member of numerous County and Sectional Associations and an active member of the Lower Adirondack Fire-
menôs Association.  Working with Wade Earl he organized the Annual Boat Ride for the Firemenôs Home held every 
September.  An event the home residents look forward to and which has been renamed ñThe Wade Earl Memorial 
Annual Boat Rideò.  Moving forward he served two terms as a Trustee of the FASNY Firemenôs Home.  In addition 
he served on the FASNY Museum, Resolutions and Chapel Committees.   
   Bob was and is very involved in the community.  He served as Assistant Scout Master during the 1960ôs and 
1970ôs.  He served on the joint Town and Village of Lake George Youth commission.  This committee ensured the 
necessary equipment and activities were made available to the children of the community.  He served eight years 
as a Town Councilman for the Town of Lake George.  Now retired, he is a volunteer for the Warren County Office 
for the Aging providing transportation to those who need it, shopping for those who are unable to get out and more.  
Everyone knows Bob and that he is always willing to lend a helping hand.  With just a few phone calls he has been 
able to provide large and small items to those who would be without if he was not there to help.    He is one of the 
founders of the Lake George Benefit Day, an annual event dedicated to assist the needy.  He is co founder of the 
Family Festival an annual event for the past twenty seven years that raises funds for the local fire department and 
citizens.  He is the founder of the Lake George VFD widowôs fund.  Each year at Christmas he makes a personal 
visit to each widow of a deceased Lake George firefighter.  He takes time to visit with them and delivers good cheer 
along with a gift card supplied by the department.  In the spring of each year he travels around to each cemetery 
marking the graves of the deceased Lake George Firefighters. 
 
   In 1992 Bob receive an award that so fittingly recognizes what he was and is today.  He was named Lake George 
Village ñCitizen of the Yearò.  He was recognized for his outstanding service to his community and the fire service.    
Bobôs family is not only his relatives, but his community and he has demonstrated his commitment to that all en-
compassing family many times over and in many ways.  We congratulate Bob for his devotion and dedication to his 
community and the fire service.   

Submitted by: 

June Gunza, 

Committee Chairwoman 
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   Sullivan County Honors Its 

Fallen Firefighters 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 1, 2011, The Sullivan County Volunteer Firemenôs 

Association in conjunction with The Sullivan County Bureau 

of Fire held their annual Memorial Service. The guest speaker 

was James Kaufman Chief of the Hurleyville Fire Depart-

ment. There were 120 uniformed Firefighters there to honor 

our past members as well as the ones who passed in 2010. 

The past few years we have been emulating, as best we can, 

the National Memorial Service in Emmitsburg. This all came 

about three years ago when three of us from the Bureau of  

Fire went the services in Emmitsburg. On the way home, we 

thought this would be a great way for those of us in Sullivan 

County to honor our fallen firefighters . This year we added a 

memorial stone  at the Government Center as a little monu-

ment to remember our loved ones. 

   We line-up on both sides of a sidewalk to the Government 

Center and then escort the family members into the Govern-

ment Center for the service. 
Submitted by: 

Thomas Totten,  

Sullivan Cty. VP 

 

This page is proudly sponsored by  
Past president William s. buckmaster, jr . 
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Union Fire Company #2, Ballston Spa, NY 

Lists 2011 ð2012 Company Officers 

Union Fire Company #2 

319 Milton Avenue 

Ballston Spa, New York 12020 

518-885-7121 

www.ufcbsfd.com 
Foreman: Fred Harris 

1st Lt.: Mike Bashore 

2nd Lt.: E-141 Bill Kenny 

2nd Lt.: E-142 Brian Theriault 

2nd Lt.: ETA-143 Rob Roy 

2nd Lt.: M-144 Chip Lund 

Rec. Sec.: Glenn Bowers Jr. 

Fin. Sec.: Ed Palso Jr. 

Treasurer: Mike Mulvaney 

B.S.F.D.: Chief Kevin Theriault 

B.S.F.D.: 2nd Asst. Chief Dave Whittredge 

B.S.F.D.: Secretary, Treasurer Fred Whittredge 

Steward: Sean Mulvaney 

FASNY Delegates: Ed Palso Jr., Brian Theriault 

HVVFA Delegates: Mike Mulvaney, Sean Mulvaney (Alt) 

HMVFA Delegates: Sean Mulvaney, Mike Mulvaney, Joe 

Mulvaney Sr. (Alt) 

Lower Adirondack Delegates: Ed Palso Jr., Nick Palso (Alt) 

Saratoga County Delegates: Fred Whittredge. 

Pipemen: George Blakeslee, Tom Nolan, Robert Mundell, 

Tom Thomas 

Hydrantmen: Scott Kilburn, Joe Mulvaney Sr. 

Engineer: Dick Duffy, Edwin Uline (Assistant); 

Review Committee: Glen Bowers Sr., Ed Palso Jr., Foreman, 

1st Lt. 

Chaplain: Fred Whittredge 

Historians: Larry Morse, Tim Brown 

Public Affairs: Chip Lund 

Sick Committee: Larry Morse, Carm Isabella, Fred Whit-

tredge 

Band Director: John Roche 

Color Guard Coordinator: Carroll Theriault 

Technology: John Otten, Andy Tinney 

Room Comm.: Dave Kellogg, John Roche, Joe Mulvaney Sr. 

Training Officer: Brian Theriault 

Truckmen: Justin Marvin, Janelle Coffey, Pat Bruder, Tom 

Stoll, Rory Cook, Nick Belmonte, Keith 

Mabb, Tyler Isham. 
Submitted by: 

William (Chip) Lund 2nd Lt. UFC #2  
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President, George Hillman                                       1st Vice President,  Timothy Boel                                  2nd Vice President, Gerry Galu 

 

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE RED VESts 
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Financial Secretary, John Bootz                                            Treasurer, Frank Malloy                                        Recording Secretary, Ed Babcock 

RED VEST STEAK ROAST 

THURSDAY,  

JUNE 16, 2011 

H.V.V.F.A. CONVENTION, 

LAKE GEORGE,  N.Y. 
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MARDI GRAS PARADE  

Mardi Gras Parade Results 

  
Best Firematic Theme 2nd place BLUE VEST 

Best Firematic Theme 1st place NEWLAND - 

WOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

  

Best Non - Firematic  2nd place SOUTH 

QUEENSBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Best Non - Firematic 1st place COLONIE VIL-

LAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

  

Best for Theme 2nd place LAKE GEORGE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

Best for Theme 1st place PLATTEKILL FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

  

Best Fire Prevention Theme 2nd place SHAKER 

ROAD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Best Fire Prevention Theme 1st place EAST 

GREENBUSH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

  

Most in Line of March with 238 , WEST-

CHESTER COUNTY FIRE ASSOCIATION 

  

Best Over-all WESTCHESTER COUNTY FIRE 

ASSOCIATION  


