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   Greetings from delbe spath, first  
Vice president of hvvfa  

   Most of the county conven-

tions are over as well as the 

FASNY convention.   It was a 

pleasure meeting old and new 

friends.  I wish all the newly 

elected officers the best of luck 

in their new terms.  As I write 

this, there are still leaves on the 

trees and I still have to mow the 

grass.   

   You will be reading this in late November or December, 

after the elections, and I hope that the right people have been 

elected to lead the State of New York and they are supporters 

of the FIRE SERVICE and not just doing the talk.  All the 

counties, sectionals, and state associations have a great deal of 

work to be done to get our legislative bills passed. 

   The Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association is 

going to raffle an Orange County Choppers Motorcycle. Tick-

ets will be going on sale January 22, 2011, at the Past Presi-

dents Dinner.  You can get tickets from officers, county vice 

presidents and by going on Orange County Chopper web site 

http://www.orangecountychoppers.com/ or our web site 

www.HVVFA.com . The tickets are $20.00 and the winner 

will be announced at the convention in June.  Please support 

your association through this fundraiser to help carry out our 

many programs. 

   That is enough for now and I would like to wish everyone 

an enjoyable Holiday and a prosperous NEW YEAR. 
Delbe Spath, 

HVVFA 1st Vice President 

 

 

  CHRISTMAS GREETINGS, PRESIDENT 

VINCENT GALVIN  

 Time seems to be flying by for 

me as the months go by. It is 

now December and a lot has hap-

pened. First of all, my first quar-

terly board meeting was held at 

the Pawling Fire Department. I 

was very impressed by the great 

turnout and the food that we ate. 

I would like to thank Margaux 

Miller President of the Pawling 

Ladies Auxiliary and her team 

for a great meal. Also I would like to thank  Jim, Art, 

Bill, Skip, Everett, Mike and Becky for setting up and 

cleaning the room after the meeting. As the first meet-

ing has come and gone I have realized some of the 

changes I must do to be in compliance with the by-laws. 

Since there are only sup-

pose to be only five on 

each committee I must cut 

back so I can be in line 

with the by-laws. Further-

more it is great that we 

finally settled out with the 

convention and we did not 

do that bad. Conventions 

and parades are always 

going to cost the Associa-

tion money but we must 

continue to support it. The 

reason for that is the 

HVVFA is noted for one 

of the biggest parades and 

we shall never let it die, 

because once it stops it is 

very hard to get it back. 

On another note I would 

like to congratulate Tracy 

(continued on page 6) 
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    News  from                                  

The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

   Hello folks, this time I am going to deviate from the 

normal format. Usually I tell you about some of the 

local Home events. All of the usual events took place 

again, and I went to a few of the unusual events (for me 

to attend) because John ñmadeò me go. He said I 

should go to see who goes, what is going on, and to see 

if possibly I like the event. John has asked me in the 

past to go to some, which I did, and I found that for the 

most part I was not at all interested. However, I was  

made aware of the fact that many other people did en-

joy these events. Some, I found amusing because, while  

I was not interested, I was fascinated how others were 

engrossed in their projects (such as scrapbooking or 

quilting).  

   This year it was suggested that possibly the Home 

could  hold some sort of a Memorial Service in remem-

brance of 9-11-01. On Saturday, 9-11, we did conduct a 

service which drew the Administrator, Ms. Karen  

Woodcock, Reverend Rick Erickson,  the three FASNY 

Presidential Officers, 

a number of Home 

Trustees, Officers of 

the Home Residentsô 

Council, and of 

course many of the 

residents. Bobby 

Hicks and I served as 

the ñHonor Guardò. 

Steve Buttafuoco 

served as the 

ñOfficial Photogra-

pherò. Hopefully next 

year we can conduct  

 

a ñBigger and Betterò service to honor those who per-

ished on that (our second) ñDay of Infamyò. 

 

   As most of you know, FASNY and the Home Trus-

tees have had a fund drive underway to change the 

(plain) windows in the Chapel changed to stained glass 

windows. A few months ago the main window over the 

Altar was changed over, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above, the ñOldò window over 

the Altar, Right, the ñNewò 

window over the Altar. 
 

Now itôs time to change some of the smaller, individual 

windows. At the time of his death, Mr. James Wright, 

the President of the Board of Trustees of the Home, was 

spearheading the drive to convert these windows. It is 

only fitting that the first one should be in his memory. 

 Jim worked diligently with all the statewide fire asso-

ciations and or auxiliaries to raise the funds for his ñPet 

Projectò. Jim was extremely dedicated to the Home and 

its Residents. He was often seen here even when there 

appeared to be no real reason except for his dedication 

to the Home and Residents. Sometimes I thought he 

was only here to keep an eye on me.  On Sunday, Octo-

ber 7, 2010, I pointed out to John Balling that we now 

had one new window. Johnôs wife Diana worked hard 

up and down the Valley, or wherever she was to raise 

funds for this cause, as did countless other women and 

men. Their dreams have come to lifeé 

 

ñLadies and Gentlemen, please let me presentò: 
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JIM WRIGHTõS MEMORIAL WINDOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñJIM, YOU MAY BE GONE, BUT YOU ARE NOT 

AND NEVER WILL BE FORGOTTENò    WCR 

 

  In going to meetings around the area, I have picked 

up information that various associations and organiza-

tions around the State are interested in dedicating one 

(or more) of these windows. There is information on 

the FASNY website on the procedure to follow. 

   Once again, the men and women from the Lake 

George Fire Department  have given the residents of 

the Firemenôs Home in Hudson another great party. On 

September 16, ñBig Redò loaded up in Hudson and 

started the trek north to Lake George, NY, for the 29th 

Annual (now known as) ñWayde Earl Home Cruiseò. 

Wayde was instrumental in getting the LGFD to spon-

sor and continue this traditional outing for the resi-

dents of the Home. Last year after Waydeôs death, 

LGFD voted to rename this outing and continue it for 

as long as the residents continued to show interest in it. 

This year Waydeôs wife, children and grandchildren 

were invited to come along for the ride and luncheon. 

During the cruise, Waydeôs wife Peg and the family 

were asked to 

step forward. At 

that time Peg 

was given a 

ñCertificate of 

Appreciationò  

by FASNY 

President Dave 

Jacobowitz and 

Home Trustee 

President 

John Mon-

trose thank-

ing them for 

sharing 

Wayde for 

all the years 

he devoted 

to FASNY 

and particu-

larly the Home in Hudson. The party continued with 

some great 

food and 

some good 

musical 

entertain-

ment and 

dancing. As 

the cruise 

drew to a 

close, the 

residents 

started to get 

ñantsyò. 

They knew 

the cruise 

was ending, 

now the 

REAL FUN begins. It seems that LGFD has a unique 

way of showing us the way out of town. Quite frankly, I 

think that this is really why we all want to come north. 

As we get off the boat and get ready to re-board ñBig 

Redò, Lake George Fire Departmentôs trucks show up 

and line the street. When we are all boarded and ready 

to leave ñBig Redô settles in the middle of LGFDôs line-

up and weôre off.. Making our way out to Rt. 9 the fire 

trucks light up the way for us, and most all other drivers 

pull to the side for us.               
                                                    (continued on page 8) 

 



Page 4 DECEMBER  2010 THE HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER  

The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 
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BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to  

Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 

P.O. Box 285, Brewster, NY 10509 
Applications must be received by February 15, 2011 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2011 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

Dear readers: 

   First let me start by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year. While I am at it, Happy Hanukkah and 

Happy Kwanzaa and the best of holiday greetings to all as the  

case may be. This is a special time of the year for the resi-

dents of the Firemenôs Home in Hudson. There are a number 

of events celebrating all the different holidays celebrated at 

this time of the year. The calendar for the month of Decem-

ber looks something like this: 

   Dec. 1 Hanukkah celebration    3 PM; 

           2 TREE LIGHTING  5 PM;  Greenport #1 Bingo; 

           4 Rombout FD  Christmas Party  10 AM 

           5 GREENE COUNTY CHRISTMAS PARTY  

                 With a ñPARADE of LIGHTSò  ; 

           12 Hudson Mohawk Christmas Party, Mega Bucks   

                 Bingo; 

           15 Fuller Road FD Christmas Party; 

           18 BLUE VESTS CHRISTMAS PARTY;  
           20 MEMBERS and STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTY; 

           24 COLUMBIA COUNTY CHRISTMAS PARTY;  

           25 Christmas Morning Program; 

           29 LAFASNY Birthday Party; 

           31 NEW YEARS EVE PARTY. 

  The above calendar is from about two months early of De-

cember. MANY more events will be scheduled in. the resi-

dents really appreciate the show of support for them, particu-

larly at this time. I can tell you that on Dec. 5, at the Greene 

County party and the PARADE of LIGHTS, this is a major 

event that the residents really get into and appreciate. It could 

be well worth your time and effort to try to attend the parade 

at least (dress warmly). Everyone seems to enjoy the deco-

rated fire trucks and who doesnôt enjoy Santa Claus??? 

   Please donôt forget our brothers and sisters at this time 

of the year, or any other time either. Some of these resi-

dents get few, if any, personal visitors and probably no 

individual cards either. Why not call the Home and see 

if they could suggest such an individual. The number is: 

1-518-828-7695. the address is: The FASNY Firemenôs 

Home, 125 Harry Howard Ave., Hudson, NY , 12534. 

 Maybe you can make someoneôs blue holiday a little 

happier. 

  Again, let me wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.. 
 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Bob Boddie 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

Nancy Ferretti , 

Billy Rosenhagen. 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU   
 

December   8 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Starts 7:30 PM 
 10 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  Nanuet Fire Engine Company ï Nanuet  

  Starts 8:00 PM 
 15 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Woodbourne Fire Company No. 1 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

 18 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Christmas Party 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson  

  Starts Noontime 

January   9 Westchester County VFA Quarterly Meeting  

  Mellor Engine & Hose Company No. 3 

  Port Chester ï Starts 1:30 PM 
 12 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

Ancram Fire Department   

  Starts 7:30 PM 
14 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

 Jackson Fire Engine Company No. 3 

 Nyack ï Starts 8:00 PM 
 18  Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Starts 8:00 PM 

 22 Hudson Valley VFA Winter Meeting 

  Doubletree Hotel ï Tarrytown  

  Starts 1:00 PM 

  Hudson Valley VFA Past Presidents Dinner 

  Special Honoree Donald J. Farrell 

  Doubletree Hotel ï Tarrytown  

  Starts 6:00 PM 

 23 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Winter Meeting  

  Starts Noontime 

25 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
 Pocatello Fire Company 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

 26 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 
  West Fort Ann Volunteer Fire Company 

  Starts 7:30 PM 

February     3 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
  Catskill Fire Department 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

   8 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Woodridge Volunteer Fire Department 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

  9 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
 Middle Grove Fire Company No. 3 

  Starts 7:30 PM 

 11 Rockland County VFA Meeting 
  David B. Roche Fire Company  

  Thiells 

  Starts 8:00 PM 
 15 Ulster County VFA Meeting 

  Starts 8:00 PM 

 23 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 
  Fort Ann Volunteer Fire Company 

  Starts 7:30 PM 

 
   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary Hudson Valley Volunteer 

Firemenôs Association September meeting was held on Sep-

tember 19 at West Athens-Lime Street firehouse with newly 

elected President Marilyn Farrell presiding over the meeting.  

The attendance was 48 members representing 11 counties and 

there were 4 guests.  Congratulations to Marilyn on a job well 

done. 

Carol Kraus is the new Chaplain for the LAHVVFA 

and if you need to reach her, the number is 854-246-6445 or 

Marilyn Farrell at 518-943-5377.  Please let them know of 

any deaths or illness.  Hopefully everyone will stay well for 

the year. 

At Hudson Valley Day at the Home the Auxiliary 

announced that they are continuing to sponsor special events 

for the residents at the Home either going out or parties held 

there. 

The information on the 2011 Journal will be going 

out soon.  We are looking for ads, boosters and ñIn Memory 

ofò.  This is one of our major fund raisers so please try to get 

your auxiliary, your company and your county to be a part of 

the Journal.  Anyone interested in placing an ad, booster or 

ñin memory ofò can contact Nancy Ferretti or any officer and 

they will get you the correct information. 

As always, the LAHVVFA is looking for our mem-

bers to host one of our meetings.  Any Auxiliary that is inter-

ested in hosting a meeting should contact Marilyn at the num-

ber above.  We would love to come and visit your firehouse.  

This is the time to show off your new, remodeled kitchen or 

firehouse.  You will also have the chance to make new 

friends. 

Holiday time is a special time for our members of 

the Firemenôs Home.  They truly enjoy receiving cards and 

having visitors over the holiday season.  If you wish to send 

Christmas cards to the Firemenôs home residents the address 

is 125 Harry Howard Ave, Hudson, NY 12534. 

New Years is coming up and everyone is making 

resolutions.  This year make the resolution to go and visit the 

members of the Firemenôs Home and tour the Museum of 

Firefighting during the year 2011.  If you have never been 

there, you will be amazed.  It is a truly a home away from 

home. 

Happy Holidays, 

Liz Chapman 
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   The Royal Order of the Blue Vests Annual Installation & 

Banquet was held on September 25, 2010, at the Firemenôs 

Home in Hudson honoring the new President Fred P. Pet-

tingell of Albany County. 

   The master of ceremonies for the evening was John D. 

Shafer, immediate Past President. Mr. Shafer introduced our 

honored and invited guests for the evening. The honored 

guest was the Administrator of the Firemenôs Home, Ms. 

Karen S. Woodcock. The invited guests included many of the 

large group of Residents who were in attendance. 

   The dinner was served after the introductions were com-

pleted. The dinner selections were Steak, Stuffed Breast of 

Chicken, and Stuffed Sole. The dinners and desserts were 

terrific. A special Thank You to Paul Beaumont and his staff 

from the Firemenôs Home kitchen for the delicious meal and 

for the excellent service they provided. Special note: The 

hors dôoeuvres included Manhattan clam chowder, shrimp 

(three & four bite size), steamed clams, beer, wine, and soda. 

The formal part of the ceremony was about to start. Mr. 

Shafer assembled the new officers in front of the dining hall. 

Past President George F. Stacey was called upon to adminis-

ter the Oath of Office. Past President George F. Stacey in-

stalled the new Officers and everyone was congratulated. The   

Officers for the Year 2010 ï 2011 are as follows: 

   President, Fred P. Pettingell; Vice President, Paul D.     

Schlegel; Second Vice President, Frederick A. Van Loan;         

Third Vice President, Walter W. Eck Jr.; Fin. Sec. & Treas., 

George H. Hill; Recording Secretary,  Jennifer Mackenzie; 

Chaplain s, Frederick A. Van Loan and Robert J. Creifelds; 

Sergeant at Arms, Garth W. Walker. 

   The fun part of the evening was about to start. The raffle 

tickets were sold to all in attendance. The raffle tickets were 

used to dispense the many door prizes provided by the Offi-

cers and to select the 50/50 winner. Paul D. McCagg selected 

the first winning raffle ticket to a shout of YES and many 

grunts and groans. The lucky winner received $85.00. 

   Everyone had a good time. If you missed this Annual In-

stallation & Banquet, donôt worry, we are already starting to 

form plans for the Year 2010 Annual Installation & Banquet. 

A special Thank You to Master of Ceremonies Paul D. 

McCagg, Chef Paul Beaumont, the staff that assisted the 

Residents & who served the dinners, Mr. John B. Montrose, 

Mrs. Elaine Montrose, Mr. James A. Coons, Mr. George W. 

Harp, and everyone else that lent a helping hand. A very spe-

cial Thank You goes to the Board of Trustees of the Fire-

menôs Home for allowing the Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

to use the Firemenôs Home for this gala occasion. 
Submitted by: 

Mike Cesare 

 

 

PORT EWEN FIREFIGHTER  JAY BERTHA 

HONORED FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Jay Bertha who celebrated his 50th year as a Fire-

fighter. He has held many positions over the years. Currently he is Cap-

tain of the Fire Police and heads our Fire Prevention and 9/11 program. 

   Jay Bertha has held many positions in his tenure as a member of 

the Port Ewen Fire Dept including apparatus Lieutenant and as 

Assistant chief. He has instructed the children at the Port Ewen 

School for 40 years regarding fire safety (many generations of our 

children know him as "Mr.  Matches.) Currently, he still chairs 

our fire prevention committee and annually conducts our 9/11 pro-

gram, and is serving as Captain of the Fire Police. 

  Jay also received certificates for his 50 years of service from 

OFPC, NYSAFD,  FASNY, and HVVFA. 

 

President Galviné 
(continued from page one) 

Norian as the new Assôt. Sgt. at Arms and Joanne Shafer as 

Dutchess Countyôs new County VP. Both ladies are taking over 

the position held by our passed brother Bobbie OôLeary and I am 

sure they will not let him down.  

    On another note I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving; itôs 

the one time a year that families get together and give thanks for a 

great year. Too many times a lot of us in the fire service spend too 

much time with our fire families and not with our regular family. 

As we approach December its time for Christmas and all the other 

holidays that our members celebrate with their families and I 

would like to take this time to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy Holiday to all others who celebrate something different. 

As the year comes to end I say Happy and Healthy New Year to 

all and hopefully 2011 will be prosperous for all. In closing I have 

to say donôt forget our next meeting and Past Presidents Dinner for 

Don Farrell on January 22, 2011 in Tarrytown at the Doubletree. 

Also at this meeting we will have the tickets for the Orange 

County motorcycle so be sure to pick them up. 

Vinny Galvin,   President 
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S.W. PITTS HOSE COMPANY 

CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 

   The S.W. Pitts Hose Co.  (Latham Fire Department) is cele-

brating 100 years of service to the residents of the Latham 

community.  A centennial celebration was held on August 14, 

2010, which included a community parade through the streets 

of Latham as well as festivities at our station throughout the 

day and night. 

   The officers and members of the Latham Fire Department 

would like to thank all of the brothers and sisters from the 

numerous fire departments that participated in our parade and 

joined us in celebrating our 100th anniversary. 

Submitted by: 

John Riccitelli, President 

and Fred Pettingell, HV Dir. 

 

 

 

HVVFA Quarterly Meeting 

At Pawling Fire Department 


