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President Galvin Hopes You All Had  

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

   By the time this is read Christmas, The Holidays 

and the New Year will have passed, hopefully they 

were all healthy and safe for all. Also we have 

completed another quarterly meeting in Tarrytown 

at the Doubletree and also honored Don Farrell at 

the Past Presidents 

Dinner. What was 

really great about 

the quarterly meet-

ing we finally re-

ceived the tickets 

for the Orange 

County Chopper 

Bike Raffle. I hope 

that everyone does 

their best to help 

and sell the tickets 

because this could 

be a great fund 

raiser as long as 

every one participates. It looks like Our Spring 

Quarterly meeting will be held April 10, 2011 in 

Orange County, we are still deciding who will host 

it and details will be announced. This is the last 

year of our contract and we will have to decide 

what we will do in the future in reference to con-

vention and parade. If we find another location I 

guess the show can go on the road if not looks like 

it may stay in Lake George. On another note I see 

gas is continuing to climb which is going to make 

it difficult to travel because of the expense. So letôs 

hope for the best and gas takes a big dip so we all 

can travel up and down the valley and visit our 

members in their home counties. So in closing I 

guess I will see you all in Orange County in the 

spring.   

Be safe and careful, 
Vinny Galvin, 

 HVVFA President 

An Important Message from  

Mr. Robert Creifelds, HVVFA  

Recording Secretaryéé. 
To the Officers and Members of Hudson Valley 

      Volunteer Firemenôs Association: 

Dear Friends, 

   As you know, I have served this great Association for many 

years, twenty four as Secretary. This has been a very pleasant 

time in my life, 

but, all good 

things must come 

to an end. I re-

cently celebrated 

my eightieth 

birthday and think 

that the ñtime has 

come to hang it 

up.ò This has been 

a very enjoyable 

time of my life 

and I have de-

cided that I would 

like some freedom 

to do some travelling. Therefore, when my term expires in 

June of 2011, I will not seek, nor will I accept the nomination 

for this position in the next election (for 2011/2012). 

   I have verbally made my desires known to some people and 

one person in particular has approached me to voice her 

ñinterestò in this position. This person is very well qualified 

to hold this position and is well known as a ñWORKERò in 

this Association. She has worked extremely hard in any posi-

tion she has held in HVVFA or any other association to 

which she belongs. I think we should all support Ms. June 

Gunza as she seeks this position. I cannot think of any other 

person who would work so diligently, and getting the job 

done. Please give June the same support you have given me 

for all these years. 

   Again, let me say that it has been a pleasure to work with 

all of you, and as big a pleasure to know you all for the years 

I have been in the fire service. I plan on remaining active as a 

member, but think that it is time for a change. THANK YOU 

one and all! 

 Semper Fi, 

Robert Creifelds 

Robert Creifelds, HVVFA 

        Recording Secretary 
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    News  from                                  

The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

   New Administrator Named for  

Firemenõs Home in Hudson, N.Y. 
At the Annual 

Greene County 

Volunteer Fire-

menôs Associa-

tion Christmas 

Party, held at the 

Home on Decem-

ber 5, 2010, it 

was announced 

that Mr. David 

Lovelace has 

received the tap 

to be the new 

administrator of 

the Home. David 

previously held 

the position on a 

temporary basis as the  Home Board of Trustees sought a 

suitable candidate to fill the slot. 
Article submitted by: 

Wm. C. Rosenhagen; 

Photo JJB 
 

   On November 4, 

2010, some of the resi-

dents boarded Big Red 

and took a trip over to 

the Centerville Fire-

house in Saugerties for 

yet another delicious 

Roast Beef Dinner. 

Once again we all 

enjoyed ourselves 

and the hospitality 

of this fire com-

pany and the auxil-

iary. 

   On November 13, 

Hudson Mohawk 

showed up for Meg-A-

Bucks Bingo. 

 

 

 

 

    On December 2, 2010, members from Greenport Fire 

Department showed up 

for the kick-off of the 

Christmas Party Season 

coupled with the annual 

lighting of the Christmas 

Decorations at the Home. 

Alfreda had the honor of 

throwing the switch to light the decorations. On Decem-

ber 4, Rombout Fire Department celebrated the season 

with a party for us.  

  Then, on December 5, Greene County and the Ladies 

Auxiliary swung on over to hold a Christmas Party and 

the (hopefully) Annual Parade of Lights, Catskill Fire 

Company hosted this event. 
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ON DECEMBER  18, THE ROYAL 

ORDER OF BLUE VESTS  SHOWED 

UP TO CELEBRATE  THEIR  

CHRISTMAS PARTY  WITH US. 
Pix left and right 

See article and more on Page 11. 
 

On Christmas Eve, Columbia County 

VFA Showed Up  

For Their Annual Party 
Pix  Below 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 
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 To the readers: 

     Well another year has ñbit the dustò. 2010 went out leav-

ing most of us shoveling way too much of that ñwhite stuffò. 

Fortunately it came after much of the traveling was over; at 

least for me. The month of December was very busy, as it is 

every year. Each year many of the more ñlocalò fire depart-

ments or county associations spend a great deal of time over 

at the Firemenôs Home in Hudson, NY. Whenever there is an 

event scheduled, I try to be there to snap a few pictures to 

help show you how much time is spent there and how much 

the residents really enjoy the time we spend there and the 

attention we devote to them. Each year seems to get better 

and better. Why? Because we all try to out do each other and 

last time. Guess who gains from this, the residents. 

  Greene County seems to spend an awful lot of time there; 

either as a county association, or as an individual fire depart-

ment or company, AND we cannot forget the ladies auxilia-

ries. They are the backbone. I single Greene County out for a 

particular reason. For the last couple of years they have spon-

sored a ñParade of Lightsò in addition to their usual Christ-

mas Party. If anyone doubts how much the residents care and 

enjoy what is done for them, those persons should stop by for 

this event. The Parade is held in the evening, and it is usually 

cold. The front porch is packed with residents and some of 

the more daring don their coats and hats and venture outside 

to see and hear the paraders and floats as they go by. Some 

residents seemed to be marveled by the fact that Santaôs 

sleigh even had snow falling around it; a statement I heard 

mentioned many times after the parade was over. This does 

not mean to underscore the works of the other associations 

who show up to do their thing for the residents. I think I 

speak for most, if not all the residents, when I say ñThank 

you!ò 

   This year Mr. William C. Rosenhagen must have been a 

good boy, he did not get his chunk of coal; this year Santa 

gave it to me. I really thought I was pretty good all year, 

buté . 

    Just a reminder, we still have the Page Sponsor Program as 

well as the Postage Pot Fund Program going on. It seems to 

be the only way we get any finances. The portion of your 

dues, designated for the ñFirefighterò publication doesnôt 

even come near covering the actual cost. 

   Have a great and safe new year. 

 

   John Balling,  

   Editor 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU   
  

February     2 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

 Middle Grove Fire Company No. 3                7:30 PM 
  3 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Catskill Fire Department                                7:00 PM 

   8 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Woodridge Volunteer Fire Department           8:00 PM 

 11 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  David B. Roche Fire Company , Thiels           8:00 PM 
 15 Ulster County VFA Meeting 

  West Hurley Fire Department                          8:00 PM 

 23 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 
  Fort Ann Volunteer Fire Company                 7:30 PM 

 28 VFPA of Dutchess County                              8:00 PM 

 
March   5  HVVFA, FASNY & WCVFA Legislative Seminar  

  Cortland Engine Company 

  Montrose ï Westchester County                  9:00 AM 

 

  VFPASNY Spring Meeting                              

  Macedon Fire Department                               9:00 AM 
  9 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting        7:30 PM 

 11 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  Pearl River Hook & Ladder Company            8:00 PM 
 12 VFPASNY Region 3 Spring Meeting 

  North Queensbury Volunteer Fire Company  9:00 AM 
 

 13 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Spring Meeting 

  Brewster Fire Department                            1:00 PM 

 

 15 Ulster County VFA Meeting 

  High Falls Fire Company                                 8:00 PM 
 19 VFPASNY Fire Police Seminar 

  Montour Falls Fire Academy  

28 Putnam County VFA Meeting & Memorial Service 

  Patterson Fire Department No. 1                     7:30 PM 

  VFPA of Dutchess County                              8:00 PM 

 29 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Warwick Fire Department                               8:00 PM 

30 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 

  Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Company No. 1    7:30 PM 
April   8 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Blauvelt Volunteer Fire Company ï Blauvelt  8:00 PM 

   

   9 HVVFA 29 th Annual Ken Merriman Fire Police  

                                Seminar West Clinton Fire Company No. 1   9:00 AM 

 
12 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

 Wurtsboro Fire Company No. 1                       8:00 PM 

13 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
Ancram Fire Department                                 7:30 PM 

19 Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting       8:00 PM 

 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

 Kerhonkson Fire Company                              8:00 PM  

  25            VFPA of Dutchess County                               8:00 PM 

   27 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting  
Argyle Fire Company                                       7:30 PM 

    
   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

   The last meeting of the HVVFA LA was held on Novem-

ber 7th, 2010 at S.W. Pitts Fire Station.  There were forty-

nine members and four guests in attendance representing 

twelve counties.  An excellent meal was held prior to the 

meeting.  President Marilyn Farrell presided over the meet-

ing.  Individual member and Auxiliary dues are due at this 

time.  Dues are $5.00 for each. Please send them to Deb 

Tierney, 967 Creekslock Rd., Rosendale, NY 12472.  Make 

one of your New Years resolutions to pay these today. 

   The ad information for the Journal will be going out soon.  

The Memorial pages are a nice way to remember friends 

who has passed away.  Nancy Ferretti is again handling the 

Journal and will do the great job she has done since she be-

gan doing this. 

   Chatterbox information needs to be sent to Karen McDon-

ald by March 7th, 2011.  Her address is 500 Columbia Turn-

pike, Rensselaer, NY 12144.  Send her info on what is going 

on in your county and auxiliary. 

   Our next meeting will be April 10, at Kerhonkson.  Joanne 

Jantz, 2nd Vice President announced that there would be a 

book, puzzle and plant sale, so bring your used books, puz-

zles and plants to sell. 

See you in April 

Liz Chapman 
 

Saugerties F.D., C.A. Lynch  Fire Co. Holds  96th 

òSANTA 

RUNó on 

C h r i s t m a s 

Day. 

 

 

 

 
Santa seems to be thinking 

ñI didnôt think there were 

THAT MANY children in 

Saugerties.  

MERRY CHRISTMASò  

Pix thanks to  

Kathy Campbell 


