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        WISHES FROM PRESIDENT SPATHHOLIDAY  
         

          As I sit down and write this article for the paper, the grass needs to 

be cut, but you wonôt be reading it until December. 

         I hope everybody has had a fruitful Thanksgiving and did not eat 

too much turkey. 

         I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  I want 

to thank all the County Fire Associations that have invited me to their 

conventions and dinners. Congratulations to all the new officers. 

          This has been some year with all the flooding and the work our 

volunteer firemen have done. All of you should be proud . 

           Our April 15, 2012 meeting has been changed to the Firemenôs 

Home. There will be a convention meeting at 10:00 AM and our meeting at 

1:00 PM. We will also be dedicating our stained glass window in the chapel. 

            As you may know by now, our convention is going to be in South Glens Falls. The convention 

headquarters is at South Glens Falls Fire Station.  They have a lot of things planned as well as fireworks 

after the parade. 

             The applications for the parade will have been mailed by the first of November or before. With the 

parade application, is a letter for ads in our book, that helps us with finances to put on the convention 

which costs money. Anybody  that is interested in hosting a convention should put a letter into the associa-

tion. Our promoter has put on our web-site what you would be responsible for and what he is in charge of. 

If you have any questions please get a hold of any officer, Tom Tracy or Jason Sherry. 

             Hope to see you at our meeting and past presidentôs dinner on January 21, 2012, in Kingston. 

Firematically, 

Delbe Spath, President 

President, Delbe Spath 

1st Vice President, 

Marilyn Schrader 
2nd Vice President, 

Joe Mellan 
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IMPORTANT  

NOTICE :  

HUDSON VALLEY VOLUNTEER  

FIREMENòS ASSOCIATION 
 

The April 15, 2012  

Meeting Will Be Held At  

The Firemenõs Home 

At 

1:00 PM 

 
Warren  County  REPORTS:  

 The West Glens Falls Volunteer Fire Company under the 

leadership of Chief Mike Gordon recently took delivery of 

Marine Rescue 4. Marine Rescue 4 (MR4) is a 23' 2011 

Carolina Skiff with a four cylinder four stroke 200 horse-

p o we r 

M e r -

c u r y 

motor. 

T h e 

W e s t 

G l e n s 

F a l l s 

F i r e 

C o m -

p a n y 

located 

at the 

south -

ern end 

of the Adirondack Mountains is bordered by approximately 

2.5 miles of the Hudson River and Interstate 87 and has 

been protecting lives and property in West Glens Falls, the 

Town of Queensbury and surrounding communities since 

1947. MR 4 equipped with a full emergency lighting pack-

age, scene lighting, global positioning system (GPS), marine 

and municipal radios is a community based unit serving the 

needs of residents and visitors alike in the region. The boat 

carries a multitude of personal flotation devices for rescuers 

and victims, floating backboards along with rescue rope 

bags and EMS equipment. MR 4 has a Honda portable 

pump on board with hand lines at the ready for an emer-

gency situation on or near the water along with a full com-

pliment of fire extinguishers. Marine Rescue 4 will provide 

rescue assistance for swimmers in need, and will also sup-

port the Warren County Marine Rescue Plan. 
Submitted by, 

Chris Kilmartin, 

VP Warren County  

Centerville-Cedar Grove Fire Department 

Takes òBest Color Guardó Trophy in 

Saugertiesõ July 4 Parade 
   Centerville-Cedar Grove Fire Department took top honors 

in the annual Fourth of July Inspection Parade in the Village 

of Saugerties, NY. Four members of this Department proudly 

led their brother and sister firefight-

ers through the village. The four 

leaders are all members of the 

United States Marine Corps as well 

as Firefighters, they are LCPL 

Shawn Mullen, LCPL Nick Topple, 

CPL Ryan Saguid, and LCPL Matt 

Mitchell. These four men made up 

the Color Guard that led the unit 

and won the prized trophy. 
Submitted by: 

Christina Butta and the Proud  

Members of both Companies    

Greene County Volunteer Firemen's            
Association  2011 -2012 Officers  
  
       President-   Tom Gonzalez -  New Baltimore 
      1st Vice Pres.Steve Salluce Sr.- Coxsackie Hose #3 
      2nd Vice Pres. PJ Pugsley -   Cairo 
      Recording Secretary. Phyllis Dinkelacker  - Athens 
      Financial Secretary. George Stacey - Athens 
      Treasurer.   Mitzi-Su Fremgen - Oak Hill- Durham 
      Jr. Past President. Michael Palmateer - Athens 
  
                         2011- 2012 Meetings  
                             !!!NEW TIME!!!  
                                7:30 PM 
                  Nov. 3rd New Baltimore 
                  Feb  2nd  Catskill 
                  May 3rd  Hunter 
                  Aug  2nd Lexington 
              
                          124th Annual Convention: 
                          September 4th- 8th  2012 
                    Hosts:     Athens Vol. Fire Dept.& 
             West Athens Lime Street Fire Company. 

Submitted by: 

Yale Frank, Jr. 

Greene Cty. VP 
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            PLEASE                                     SAVE  

                                                

        THESE                                        DATES  

    

   MAY 4 & 5, 2012  

 

OSSINING FIRE DEPARTMENTõS 

200 th anniversary celebration  

 

FRIDAY  MAY 4, 2012   BBQ AT THE  OSSINING WATERFRONT  

SATURDAY  MAY 5, 2012       DRESS PARADE  

 

CONTACT: DEPUTY CHIEF DONALD FARRELL  

OR   DEPUTY CHIEF MAURO SANTUCCI  

(914) 941 - 0215  

 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:  

 
   Just a reminder that the address for 

the current HVVFA Secretary is:  

     June Gunza, HVVFA Secretary,  

     P.O. Box 205,  

     Highland Falls, N.Y. 10928.  

  

   If you have correspondence for the 

association please send it to the new 

address.  If you have a death in your 

department and that firefighter was a 

member of the Hudson Valley VFA please 

make sure to send the information to me 

so that it is included in the memorial 

service at our convention.  I look for-

ward to providing any assistance to our 

membership that I can.  

 

 Thank you  

 June Gunza 

 Secretary, HVVFA  

 

  Saugerties Emergency Services Association 

    Remembers 9-11-01 with 10 Year Memorial 

      Ceremony at Cantine Sports Complex 
   On a rainy and gloomy morning, the Saugerties Emergency 

Services Association conducted its annual  9/11 Memorial at 

the Saugerties Cantineôs 

Sports Complex. All of 

Saugerties Emergency 

Service Providers were 

invited to participate, as 

well as a few local or-

ganizations that  support 

our troops that are pro-

tecting us. Diaz Memo-

rial Ambulance Ser-

vice represented the 

EMS field. Fire Ser-

vice Providers were: 

Centerville and Ce-

dar Grove Fire Cos., 

Malden-West Camp 

Fire Department, the Village of Saugerties F.D., Saxton and 

Katsbaan F. Cos., Mount Marion F. D., and Glasco F.D. 

 
Pics and article by:JJB 
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
  President, Delbe Spath; Vice President, Marilyn Schrader; 2nd Vice President,  

Joe Mellan; Recording Secretary, June Gunza; 
Financial Secretary, George Hill; Treasurer, Mike Karashay;  

Past President, Vincent Galvin. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, George Stacey, Duncan Wilson, Tom Totten  

Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart, George Woolsey 

and Vincent Galvin 

. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Tom Totten 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*special assistant from LAHVVFA, 

 William C. ñScoopò Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW, 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Liz Chapman,  

All County Vice Presidents 

Stuart Gates, member emeritus 

  

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 
February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 

 
For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to  

Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 
139 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY 10509 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2012 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 
& must be received by March 1, 2012 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

Hello Readers: 

   First, please let me wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy  New Year or whatever holiday it is that you choose to 

observe. Letôs remember to keep ourselves and our loved 

ones safe and healthy. Drink in moderation or not at all if you 

must drive. The life you save may be mine. We are coming 

up on a treacherous time of the year for driving; please exer-

cise great care when driving in snow or icy conditions. 

   Let me please remind you that when, and if, you see an 

error in the newsletter please advise someone on this commit-

tee, preferably me. It has come to my attention that there was 

an error printed in the last edition and that the ñcorrectò per-

son was going to contact me  that day to give me the correct 

information; you know, name, address, phone no., and email 

address. Iôm still waiting for some sort of contact. I printed 

the information that was given to me. That person gave me 

the information that was given to him/her. We can only mete 

out the information as it is given to us. 

 HAVE A SAFE AND 

MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

John Balling, 

Mike Cesare, 

Mike Whelan, 

John Mulligan, 

Nancy Ferretti, 

Billy Rosenhagen, 

Stuart Gates. 

    James A. Burns 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 
December    9 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  Nanuet Fire Engine Company ï Nanuet          8:00 PM 

 14 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting         7:30 PM 
  Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Bloomington Fire Company No. 1                   8:00 PM 

 17 Royal Order of  Blue Vests Christmas Party 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson            Starts Noon 
January  11 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Lafayette Chemical Company - Valatie           7:30PM 
13 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

 Jackson Fire Engine Co. No. 3 -Nyack           8:00 PM 

 17  Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting       8:00 PM 

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting             8:00 PM 

 21 Hudson Valley VFA Winter Meeting 

  Holiday Inn  ï Kingston  

  Starts 1:00 PM 

  Hudson Valley VFA Past Presidents Dinner 

  Special Honoree Vincent Galvin 

  Holiday Inn ï Kingston  

  Starts 6:00 PM 

 22 Royal Order of  Blue Vests Winter Meeting  

  Napanoch Fire Company                          Noon 
 25 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 

   Fort Ann Volunteer Fire Company                 7:30 PM 

31 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
 New Windsor Fire Department                         8:00PM 

February     2 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Catskill Fire Department                                  7:00 PM 

  8 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting       7:30 PM 

 10 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  David B. Roche Fire Co. ,Theils                      8:00 PM 
 14 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Callicoon Fire Department                               8:00 PM 

 21 Ulster County VFA Meeting                            8:00 PM 
 29 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 

 West Hebron Volunteer Fire Department        7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  

 

  YOU MIGHT HAVE NOTICED THAT SOME (TOO 

MANY) CALENDAR DATES ARE MISSING LOCA-

TIONS OR OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION TO 

LET YOU KNOW WHERE TO GO. PLEASE KEEP 

THESE DATES AS UP-TO-DATE AND ACCURATE AS 

POSSIBLE. PLEASE SEND YOUR INFO TO: 

 

  Mike Cesare at:       cidmazur32@aol.com  ; 

                                OR 

   John Balling at:      john@bmfe.net 

 

 

   THANK YOU!  

Annual Installation & Banquet 
   The Royal Order of the Blue Vests Annual Installation & 

Banquet was held on September 24, 2011, at the Firemenôs 

Home in Hudson honoring the new President Paul D. 

Schlegel of Rockland County. 

   The master of ceremonies for the evening was Fred P. Pet-

tingell, immediate Past President. Fred introduced our in-

vited guests for the evening. The invited guests included 

many of the large group of Residents that were in attendance.  

   The dinner was served after the introductions were com-

pleted. The dinner selections were Steak, Stuffed Breast of 

Chicken, and Stuffed Sole. The dinners and desserts were 

terrific. A special Thank You to Mr. Paul Beaumont and his 

staff from the Firemenôs Home kitchen for the delicious meal 

and for the excellent service they provided. Special note: The 

hors dôoeuvres included Manhattan clam chowder, shrimp 

(three & four bite size), steamed clams, cheese, crackers, 

beer, wine, and soda.  

   The formal part of the ceremony was about to start. Fred 

assembled the new officers in front of the dining hall. Past 

President  Harry Barrett was called upon to administer the 

Oath of Office. Past President Mr. Harry installed the new 

officers and everyone was congratulated. The Officers for 

the Year 2011 ï 2012 are as follows: 

President. Paul D. Schlegel, Rockland County; 

First Vice President  Frederick Van Loan, Greene County; 

Second Vice President  Walter Eck Jr., Albany County; 

Third Vice President Jennifer Mackenzie, Sullivan County; 

Fin. Sec. & Treas. George H. Hill, Dutchess County;  

Recording Secretary  Kathie A. Wood, Albany County; 

Chaplain Frederick A. Van Loan, Greene County;  

Chaplain Robert J. Creifelds, Saratoga County;  

Sergeant at Arms  Garth W. Walker, Greene County. 

   The fun part of the evening was about to start. The raffle 

tickets were sold to all in attendance. The raffle tickets were 

used to dispense the many door prizes provided by the Offi-

cers and to select the 50/50 winner. Mr. Harry Roadkill Bar-

rett selected the first winning raffle ticket to a shout of YES 

and many grunts and groans. The lucky winner received $85. 

   Everyone had a good time. If you missed this Annual In-

stallation & Banquet, donôt worry, we are already starting to 

form plans for the Year 2012 Annual Installation & Banquet. 

A special Thank You to Master of Ceremonies,  Fred Pet-

tingell, Chef Paul Beaumont, the staff that assisted the Resi-

dents & who served the dinners, George W. Harp, James A. 

Coons, George F. Stacey and everyone else that lent a help-

ing hand. A very special Thank You goes to the Board of 

Trustees of the Firemenôs Home for allowing the Royal Or-

der of the Blue Vests to use the Firemenôs Home for this gala 

occasion.    

Submitted by: Mike Cesare 
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Albany county reports  

By Albany county v.p.  

Kathie wood  

   Albany County VFA held their Annual Convention dinner 

at Picards Grove in Voorheesville on September 21, 2011.  A 

wonderful steak dinner was prepared with a surprise of 

Steamed Clams.  There was about 200 members and guests 

in attendance.  Firefighter of the year awards went to West-

mere and Guilderland for rescuing a tree trimmer, David 

Clark from Berne for many years of Service and John Webb 

for many years of Service as Secretary.  Bowling Trophies 

were annouced also:1st place Midway, 2nd Place Elsmere 

team 4 and Third place Elsmere Team 3. A big thank you to 

the Voorheesville Fire Department and 1st VP Frank Papa 

for making all the arrangements for the dinner. 

   The annual Inspection Muster was held on October 8, 2011 

at the Knox Fire Department.  It was a beautiful fall day and 

there were vendors with 

local food items and 

homemade crafts for 

sale.  The trophies were 

awarded as follows: 

Best Tanker - Altamont 

Fire Department; Best 

Ladder - Elsmere Com-

pany óAô; Best Rescue- 

Knox Fire Department;        
Shaker Road Loudonville FD Ladies Aux.    

  

 Best Engine - Colo-

nie Fire Company; 

Best Color Guardð

Colonie Fire Com-

pany and Best La-

dies Auxiliary Color 

Guard - Shaker Road 

Loudonville.  

   The Walter Eck 

Memorial Traveling 

Trophy was pre-

sented to Colonie Fire 

 Company.  A big  

thank you goes out to Chief Bill Harrington and the Knox 

Fire Department for their hospitality. 

   The Bi-ennial Albany County Volunteer Fire Police Semi-

nar was held at the Fuller Road Fire Department on October 

1, 2011.  Chairman Tom With did an excellent job as usual.  

   Albany County has been busy this quarter and as the holi-

days are upon us many of the departments and companies 

will be visiting the Firemen's Home and still assisting our 

brothers and sisters throughout the valley who suffered 

losses during Hurricane Irene and tropical storm Lee.  Be 

safe and have a Happy Holiday Season . 
 

Altamont Fire Department 

Walter W. Eck, Biennial Fire Police Training  

Seminar Held at Fuller Road  

   The Fire Police 

Assn. of Albany 

County held The 

Walter W. Eck 

Biennial Fire Po-

lice Training 

Seminar on Octo-

ber 1, 2011. There 

were 109 in atten-

dance from nine 

counties in NY 

and Fire Police Officers 

from Vermont.  The top-

ics covered were: Emer-

gency Communications; 
Amateur "Ham" Radio 

Operators; Radiation 

Basics from NYS  DOH; 

Explosives / IEDs on the 

 Scene from retired State Police 

Bomb Sgt., John Curry; and the 

Law from the Town of Colonie 

Police Department, Traffic Inci-

dent Management from 

DHSES OFPC.  A total of seven 

speakers presented their top-

ics for the Seminar attendees. 

- 

 

  Les Greenwood Traffic Incident Management 

Submitted by: 

Tom With, Chair 

The Walter W. Eck Biennial Fire  

Police Training Seminar 2011, 
and President Charles Feldmann  

  

  

John Fritze "K2QY" Emergency Communiciations  

Cynthia Costello on Radiation Basics  

John Curry on Explosives / IEDs  
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Application for Membership 
Hudson Valley 

Volunteer Firemenôs Association, Inc. 
 

PLEASE  PRINT  LEGIBLY 

 

Last Name__________ ____________Name ______________________   M.I.___ 

 

Fire Dept./Co._________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________ State______________ Zip___________ 

 

County of _______________________________ Phone No. _________________ 

 

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Hereby makes an application for membership in the Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association. 

Organization dues are  $ 10.00  and individual dues are  $8.00 per year.  

 

Date________________________ 

 

Proposed by____________________________________________________ 

 

(signature of Presiding Officer or Secretary of Organization  

Or signature of an Individual Member and HVVFA Member)  

 

Make checks payable to Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association, Inc. 

 

ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Any volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, association of volunteer or exempt volunteer firemen or any active or  

 exempt volunteer fireman  

 who is serving or has served in any such organization the territory in which the Hudson Valley Firemenõs Association is authorized to 

conduct business.  

Each member organization annually chooses one delegate to represent it at the convention of the Association.  

Delegates so chosen may continue as individual members  by payment of annual dues of $8.00.  

Send application with remittance, to the Financial Secretary of the Association, at address shown below.  
George H. Hill  

Financial Secretary  

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Assn. 

854 Berkshire Rd. 

Wingdale, NY  12594  

 

 

WEBSITE: 

    www.hvvfa.com  
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News from East Greenbush 
by  

Peter Lehmann 

President, George Hillman                                       1st Vice President,  Timothy Boel                                  2nd Vice President, Gerry Galu 

 

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE RED VESts 

 

8/2011 5x 

 

 

Financial Secretary, John Bootz                                            Treasurer, Frank Malloy                                        Recording Secretary, Ed Babcock 

   On a glorious late 

summer mid Septem-

ber Sunday afternoon, 

the East Greenbush 

Fire Company con-

ducted the 12th An-

nual Old Timerôs 

Day. For eleven of 

the twelve years, we 

have experienced 

mild sunny days and 

today was no differ-

ent. This annual outing is designed to bring together all of the 

Life Members of the Fire Company, from the newest Life 

Member inductees to members who have over 60 years of 

service to the EGFD. Among the 70 members in attendance 

were several Past Chiefs, Past Assistant Chiefs, Past Presi-

dents, Past Commissioners as well several active Life Mem-

bers, who continue to serve on todayôs firefighting squad. 

Many of the attendees spent the afternoon reminiscing about 

the good old days, the big mutual aid fires, weekly Tuesday 

night drills when we used to have actual fires for training, 

past parades, various social exploits and much more. A hit at 

the event was an assortment of pictures spread over the sur-

face of a picnic table (where seating was a hot commodity) 

capturing some of those past fires, past drills, past social ac-

tivities, and, more than once, it was said that we all looked 

quite a bit younger! A hearty steak meal was prepared and 

served by younger members of the Fire Company which was 

enjoyed by all. This 

yearôs event captured just 

was it was intended to do, 

create an opportunity to 

share memories and enjoy 

each otherôs company. 

  

Group shot of the EGFD Life Members  

The most senior members of the EGFD  

CENTERVILLE-CEDAR GROVE 

FIRE COMPANIES CONDUCT 

FIRE PREVENTION  EXERCISES  

Members from Cedar Grove Fire Company, with  

Ms. Mary Wawro and ñstudentsò from  

ñMaryôs Little Lambs Day Careò. 

   During Fire Prevention Week members of Centerville

-Cedar Grove Fire Companies conducted fire preven-

tion exercises at numerous schools and day care cen-

ters throughout their fire district. On October 12, 2011 

members of the Cedar Grove Fire Company showed up 

at ñMaryôs Little Lambs Day Careò to educate the chil-

dren on some basic fire prevention techniques and 

what to expect if they ever encountered the need to 

avail themselves of a fire departments services. One 

thing many of us forget is that when we are fully 

geared up, we can appear to be very frightening to a 

child, especially if we are wearing our SCBAs. By ex-

posing them to our attire at an early age, it could be 

less frightening in a real emergency and actually make 

it easier for a firefighter to accomplish his or her goals 

at that time. These children were also given the oppor-

tunity to try on turn out gear and spray water from a 

fire hose. 
Photo submitted by: Mary Wawro 

Article JJB 
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THE OFFICERS AND  

MEMBERS OF THE HUD-

SON VALLEY  

VOLUNTEER  

FIREMENôS  ASSOCIATION 

WISH EVERYONE A  

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A  

HAPPY NEW YEAR.  

PIX 

BY  

VINNY 

G. 


