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Important notice  

   Any department, company, or association that 

is interested in hosting a future HVVFA Conven-

tion please send a letter of interest and commit-

ment to HV President Delbe Spath at: P.O. Box 

342, Wallkill, NY 12589 or by email to: 

dspath@hvc.rr.com; and a copy to Jason Sherry 

at: Sherry Management LLC,  PO Box 722, 

Lake George, NY 12845, or by email to:  

jason@sherrymanagement.com 

See HVVFA webpage for "Outline of Responsi-

bilities" for a host department at:  

http://www.hvvfa.com/ 

   Remember, itõs never too early to think about 

the future. Thank you. 

Delbe Spath 

 Jason Sherry 

30th Annual Ken Merriman  
 Fire Police Seminar  

  
 The Annual Ken Merriman Fire Police  
 Seminar, now into its 30th successful 
year, will be conducted on Saturday  

April 14, 2012 
at the Rockland County Fire Training  

Center in Pomona, NY. 
 
 

This year's host is the Rockland County 
 Fire Police Association. 

Registration on site begins at 8:15 a.m., 
 seminar at 9:00 a.m. 

 

      A Word from President Delbe Spath 

   I  hope everybody had a joyous holiday and a safe one.  As 

we start the new year our election district lines have changed 

and some will have new Senate and Assembly representatives. 

The Hudson Valley, with chairman James Hartwick,  is setting 

up three legislative outreach sessions in the Hudson Valley.  

This is important so we can meet and advise them of our con-

cerns. Donôt forget that we have voting power and let them 

know. 

      As you may have heard, our meeting in April will be at the 

Firemenôs Home in Hudson and the time may be one hour ear-

lier because we are going to dedicate our stained glass window 

along with the Hudson Valley Ladies. 

      We are working on a stained glass window in memory of 

our past president and 1st vice president of FASNY, Joseph 

Kelly. Anyone who wishes to donate to the window for Joe, 

please send your donation to  FASNY and put down that is for 

Joeôs window. 

       Any fire company who wishes to host a Hudson Valley 

convention, please let us know . The convention steering com-

mittee chairman is Thomas Tracy: safety1sgf@hotmail.com , 

or  Jason Sherry at: sherry@management.com or myself at: 

dspath@hvc.rr,com  and we will try to answer any questions. 

We all have to work to keep this great association moving for-

ward. 

Delbe Spath 

President 

. 

Coxsackie Hose 3 benefit nets $7K for flood victims; 

All proceeds will go to Prattsville Relief Fund 
 

    Volunteer firefighters do so much more than just put out 

fires - they do fire safety education in the schools, they pre-

sent good role models for children, and they in general keep 

the entire community safe. 

 

   Earlier this fall, members of Hose 3 and its Ladies Auxil-

iary took things one giant step further when they held their 

enormously successful spaghetti dinner to benefit their 

neighbors on the mountaintop following the devastating 

storms of late summer. A check for $7,000 was turned over 

to assist the needy families. 

 

  Assemblyman Peter Lopez has been actively working to 

gain as much financial support and other resources to assist 

the residents who have been displaced and devastated by the 

events this summer/fall. Help is still needed! If you can offer 

any assistance, contact one of his outreach offices for infor-

mation. 

 

 

Please help if you can. 

mailto:safety1sgf@hotmail.com
mailto:sherry@management.com
mailto:dspath@hvc.rr,com
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ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  If you chair a com-

mittee which generates revenue for, or expenses to the Associa-

tion, you are required to submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget 

and Finance Committee by May 1 of each year for the following 

year.  Failure to do so will result in no funds being allotted for 

your committee.  It has not been strictly enforced in the past but it 

is going to be in the future.  THEREFORE:  Any committee 

which does not submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget and Fi-

nance Committee by April 15, 2012, will not receive any funding 

for the 2012-2013 year. Budget Proposals can be sent to: 

                       Robert T. Wescott, Sr.ï Chair                                                                                                  

                       Budget & Finance Committee 

                       187 Aviation Rd. 

                        Queensbury, NY 12804 

                        (518) 793-4649 

                      rtwescottsr@gmail.com.  
                                                                                                                       

Community Honors Robert McKinney  

 For 50 Years of Service 

 On Friday, November 4th, 2011, Lake George honored one 

of its own at the Holiday Inn in Lake George. The Lake 

George Volunteer Fire Department hosted a dinner recogniz-

ing Robert A. McKinney for his 50 years of dedication to the 

volunteer fire service. Throughout the evening, between 

courses of delicious food and spirits, Bob was "roasted" and 

honored with numerous proclamations, plaques and dona-

tions made in his honor to the Firemen's Home, most notably 

the Joe Kelly Chapel Window Fund. Bob began his career in 

the fire service with the West Glens Falls Volunteer Fire 

Company and was a member until he and his wife Marie, 

along with their children, relocated to Diamond Point. Bob 

joined the Lake George Volunteer Fire Department in 1962.  

     He has served in a litany of both firematic and department 

line offices during his tenure with Lake George and is cur-

rently serving as an active member of the fire police and as 

department Chaplain. 

    In 1982, Bob was the recipient of the Phil Wood Award 

for exceptional service to the fire department and the com-

munity. This is the highest 

honor given in the Lake 

George Fire Department 

and is only presented when 

the individual exceeds the 

service and expectations of 

the previous honorees. Dur-

ing the past fifty years Bob 

has been involved with numerous county and sectional fire 

organizations throughout the State, serving in a variety of 

capacities including President of the Hudson Valley Volun-

teer Firemen's Association in 1989. Bob was also elected to 

the position of Trustee of the Firemen's Home and served 

two five-year terms. The committee and the fire department 

deserve tremendous credit for the time and effort put forth in 

making this such a memorable night. This writer, along with 

the rest of the McKinney family, are extremely proud of his 

accomplishments. 
Submitted by: Chris Kilmartin 

Warren County VP 

  

Colonie Village Fire Company Honors Two 

Members for Fifty Years of Service 

At the Old Timers Dinner held at Colonie Village Fire Com-

pany, two members of the Fire Company were presented with 

50 Year Certificates on October 29, 2011.   They are Eugene 

Stanton, who joined on July 30, 1953 and Kurt 

Rosenfeldt, who joined on July 4, 1961. 

**************  

Fuller Road Fire Department Honors    

Member for Fifty Years of Service 

  The Fuller Fire Department conducted their Annual Old 

Timers Dinner on October 22, 2011. At that time a 50 Year 

member of Fuller Road was presented with 50 Year Certifi-

cates.  The recipient was Past Chief and Past Chairman of the 

Board Ronald Kolber, who joined in 1961. 
Submitted by: Tom With 

 
 Presenter Tom 

With, Recipient 

Eugene Stanton, 

Recipient Kurt 

Rosenfeldt, and 

Presenter / HV 

Director Fred 

Pettingell  

 Kathie Wood HM 

1st VP, Fred Pet-

tingell HV Direc-

tor, Recipient Rona

ld Kolber, and Tom 

With NYS Fire 

Service Council  

 

 

Putnam County News  

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 FROM PCVFA  

 

Next Meeting is March 26, 2012, at Putnam Lake Fire 

Department with Annual Memorial Service and  

elections of officers. 

 

7pm dinner 

8pm Meeting  

 

Submitted by: 

Jeff Bergstrom, PCVP 

mailto:rtwescottsr@gmail.com
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            PLEASE                                     SAVE  

                                                

        THESE                                        DATES  

    

   MAY 4 & 5, 2012  

 

OSSINING FIRE DEPARTMENTõS 

200 th anniversary celebration  

 

FRIDAY  MAY 4, 2012   BBQ AT THE  OSSINING WATERFRONT  

SATURDAY  MAY 5, 2012       DRESS PARADE  

 

CONTACT: DEPUTY CHIEF DONALD FARRELL  

OR   DEPUTY CHIEF MAURO SANTUCCI  

(914) 941 - 0215  

 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:  

 
   Just a reminder that the address for 

the current HVVFA Secretary is:  

     June Gunza, HVVFA Secretary,  

     P.O. Box 205,  

     Highland Falls, N.Y. 10928.  

  

   If you have correspondence for the 

association please send it to the new 

address.  If you have a death in your 

department and that firefighter was a 

member of the Hudson Valley VFA please 

make sure to send the information to me 

so that it is included in the memorial 

service at our convention.  I look for-

ward to providing any assistance to our 

membership that I can.  

 

 Thank you  

 June Gunza 

 Secretary, HVVFA  

 

   GREENE COUNTY REPORTS: 

                Greene County Fire Police Association 

2012 Officers  

      President:                  Henry (Hank) Coons 

1st Vice President:         Gary Koopman 

    2nd Vice President:       Jerry Donnelly      

Treasurer:                           Mary Howard 

     Secretary:                   Phyllis Dinkelacker 

     Directors:                           Gary Koopman 

                                         Henry Frick  

                                                 Mark Dinkelacker 

                                

                                2012 Meeting Dates: 

               January 25th                                  Earlton 

                    March   28th                  Coxsackie Hose #3 

                    June 27th                                  Hensonville 

                    August 22                                    Greenville 

                    October  24                                Round Top 

 

 
    CONGRATULATIONS TO RICH OVERBAUGH,  

    CATSKILL FIRE DEPARTMENT, FOR FIFTY            

YEARS  OF SERVICE.         

Submitted by: 

Yale Frank, GCVP                                          
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
  President, Delbe Spath; Vice President, Marilyn Schrader; 2nd Vice President,  

Joe Mellan; Recording Secretary, June Gunza; 
Financial Secretary, George Hill; Treasurer, Mike Karashay;  

Past President, Vincent Galvin. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, George Stacey, Duncan Wilson, Tom Totten  

Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart, George Woolsey 

and Vincent Galvin 

. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Tom Totten 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*special assistant from LAHVVFA, 

 William C. ñScoopò Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW, 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Liz Chapman,  

All County Vice Presidents 

Stuart Gates, member emeritus 

  

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 
February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 

 
For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to  

Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 
139 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY 10509 

845-494-2497  

Applications must be received by February 15, 2012 
 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 
8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2012 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

To the Readers: 

    Well, weôve made it through another Christmas sea-

son. Luckily, we have , SO FAR, made it unscathed by 

that miserable cold white stuff, except for a minor 

ñdustingô or two. Up in the north country and out in the 

western part of the state they have gotten some 

ñmeasurableò amounts of snow, with the ñpromiseò of 

more to come. Please remember to drive carefully and 

watch out for the other guy. 

    Please remember and spread the word, New York 

State has expanded its ñMove Over Lawò. This law re-

quires that the driver MUST move over to another lane 

(IF AVAILABLE) and/or reduce speed to help ensure 

the safety of virtually (now) anyone who has any legiti-

mate reason to be working on or near a highway. Please  

help educate ñJohn Q. Publicò by teaching by example. 

It is in our own best interest to make sure we protect 

our brother and sister emergency workers as we would 

like to be protected ourselves. Too many times we are 

working on or near a roadway and are busy thinking of 

other things, not necessarily our own safety, the term I 

use most often to describe this is: H.U.Y.A. 

   Once again I find myself in the situation where I must 

drop the number of pages in the H.V. Firefighter be-

cause of the lack of material. You will, or might have 

noticed that this edition is only twelve pages I just 

know that Ulster County, Greene County, Columbia 

County, the Royal Order of Blue Vests, and Hudson 

Mohawk VFA cannot be the ONLY  PEOPLE  in the 

Valley that celebrated Christmas with a party or Santa 

Run. It only takes a minute or two to send a picture and 

short article about your event. To those ñOld Faithfulsò 

who always manage an article, I THANK YOU! It is 

nice to know that Iôll get something. 

   Letôs all hope we can enjoy the New Year . 

John Balling 

 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs 

Association and FASNY to hold 

Legislative Meeting in Lake George, NY 

Jim Hartwick, HV 

Legislative Chairman 

Hudson Valley VFAôs northern region Legislative Meeting 

with FASNY Outreach is April 28th at Lake George FD. 

The time will be announced later. 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

 
February     2 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Catskill Fire Department                                 7:00 PM 

  8 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly  Meeting     7:30 PM 
 10 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  David B. Roche Fire Co. Thiells,                   8:00 PM 

 14 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Callicoon Fire Department                             8:00 PM 

 21 Ulster County VFA Meeting                          8:00 PM 

 29 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 
 West Hebron Fire Department                       7:30 PM 

 

March   3  HVVFA, FASNY & WCVFA Legislative Seminar  

  Cortland Engine Company, Montrose 

 

   9 Rockland County VFA Meeting 
  Excelsior Fire Engine Company                    8:00 PM 

 10 VFPASNY Spring Meeting 

  Deerfield Volunteer Fire Company               9:00 AM  
 13 Ulster County VFA Meeting                          8:00 PM 

 14 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

Coeymans Fire Company                               7:30 PM 
 17 VFPASNY Fire Police Seminar 

  Montour Falls Fire Academy  

 
 18 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Spring Meeting 

  Brewster Fire Department ï                         12 Noon 

 

 21 Saratoga County VFPA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Rexford Fire Department                               7:00 PM 

 24 VFPASNY Region 3 Spring Meeting 
  North Queensbury Volunteer Fire Co.            9:00 AM 

26 Putnam Cty. VFA Meeting & Mem. Service  7:30 PM 

 27 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meet ing 
  Highland Falls Fire Department                      8:00 PM 

28 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting 

  Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Co. No. 1             7:30 PM 
April  10 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

Callicoon Center Fire Department                  8:00 PM 

11 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
   Lafayette Chemical Company - Valatie          7:30 PM 

13 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Blauvelt Volunteer Fire Company                  8:00 PM 
                  14  HVVFA 30th Annual Ken Merriman Fire 

                                     Police   Seminar      

  Rockland County Training Center                  9:00 AM 

 

 15 HVVFA Spring Meeting 

  Firemenôs Home in Hudson                          1:00 PM 

 

17 Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting       8:00 PM 
 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting             8:00 PM 

 22 Westchester County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Riverside Hose Co. No. 4 ï Tarrytown           1:30 PM 
25 Washington County VFPA Monthly Meeting  

West Fort Ann  Fire Company                         7:30 PM 

October Blue Vests Meeting 

   The Wayne Hose Company No. 1 in Stony Point, Rockland 

County, hosted the Royal Order of the Blue Vests meeting on 

October 23, 2011. It is the home of the new Royal Order of 

the Blue Vests President, Paul D. Schlegel.  

   The registration started at noon. President Schlegel opened 

the business meeting at 1:00 PM. The Invocation was given 

by Chaplain Frederick A.  Van Loan,  The Pledge of Alle-

giance was led by the Sergeant at Arms Garth W. Walker. 

The Committee reports included the Royal Order of the Blue 

Vests Annual Installation & Banquet (Sept. 24), the Annual 

Christmas Home Day Program (Dec. 17), the Winter meeting 

that will be hosted by the Napanoch Fire Co. (Jan. 22), the 

Annual Steak Roast outing (June 21), and the Firemenôs 

Home Day Program (June 30). President Schlegel mentioned 

that the Hillcrest Fire Co. No. 1 has been donating refresh-

ments for the Christmas Home Day Program for the past 18 

years and that the Wayne Hose Co. No. 1 has been donating 

refreshments for the past 14 years. A very special Thank You 

goes to the Hillcrest Fire Co. No. 1 and to the Wayne Hose 

Co. No. 1 for their donations. Fin.Sec. /Treas. George H. Hill 

reminded everyone that the 2011 Annual Dues are long past 

due and that he has started collecting the 2012 Annual Dues.  

   Applications were read for two new prospective members. 

The new members are: Ralph Francella, Central Nyack En-

gine Company No. 6, Rockland County and Luke Payntar, 

Pawling Fire Department, Dutchess County.  

   Under New Business, William C. Rosenhagen (aka Scoop), 

gave a report on the happenings at the Firemenôs Home. 

Scoop mentioned that applications are now being accepted 

for the Firemenôs Home. Delbe Spath, President Hudson Val-

ley Firemenôs Association, discussed the FASNY Legislative 

weekend, the FASNY training seminars, the need to preregis-

ter for the FASNY training seminars, the Past Presidents din-

ner for Junior Past President Vincent Galvin, the location for 

the HVVFA Spring meeting (April 15) was changed to the 

Firemenôs Home, and the need for everyone to vote. The 

Fund Raising Chairman, Michael A. Cesare, discussed the 

lack of the timely response to the members returning their 

unsold raffle tickets and that more members are needed to 

sell the raffle tickets. The raffle tickets are the primary source 

of income for the Royal Order of the Blue Vests.       

President Schlegel called for the drawing of the win-

ning 50/50 ticket. The winning member this meeting was 

David Chapman. The Benediction was given by Chaplain 

Stuart L. Gates. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00PM.         

Refreshments were available before and after the 

meeting. Everyone was welcome and the refreshments were 

delicious. A special Thank You goes to the members of the 

Wayne Hose Company No. 1 for hosting the October meet-

ing, for their wonderful hospitality, and for the great refresh-

ments.   
Submitted by: 
Mike Cesare 
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Albany county reports  

By Albany county v.p.  

Kathie wood  

 

  THE Royal Order of the Red Vests 

  Elect New Officers for 2012 
 At the November meeting of the Royal Order of the 

Red Vests, the membership elected the following into 

office for the year 2012: 

   President-----------------Gerry Galu 

 1st Vice President---------Vincent Galvin 

 2nd Vice President---------George Stacey 

 Treasurer ------------------Frank L. Malloy 

 Financial Secretary--------John Bootz 

 Recording Secretary-------Edward Babcock 
Submitted by: 

Ed Babcock, Rec . Sec., 

ROoRV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 2012 is now here.  Where did 2011 go?  Albany County has 

been busy with many elections of officers for the year.  I 

want to take this opportunity to congratulate all the newly 

elected Officers in Albany County. 

    The Association had a very successful year.  Our annual 

dinner was the best attended in many years and we are look-

ing forward to having even more in attendance this year.  The 

weather was beautiful for the Annual Muster. 

    However, we have had several house fires throughout 

2011.   There was some damage from Irene and Lee but as 

throughout the areas which were hit by the storms brothers 

and sisters were able to assist our neighbors and surrounding 

communities.  2011 brought many challenges to the fire ser-

vice and we all learned from them. 

   Hopefully 2012 will be a wonderful year of brotherhood, 

learning and carrying on the many traditions of the fire ser-

vice.  So from the Officers and Members of Albany County 

VFA we wish you all a safe and productive 2012. 
Kathie Wood 

Albany County VP 

 

  HV Legislative Committee Report 
FASNY Legislative Conference 

   The Hudson Valley Legislative Committee, Jim 

Hartwick, Mike Karashay, Fred Steneck and Bob 

Wescott along with President Spath, 1st VP 

Schrader,  2nd VP Mellan and several directors and 

members of County legislative committees, at-

tended the FASNY Legislative Conference held in 

Colonie on November 5 & 6. 

   Several sessions with all the regional organiza-

tions throughout the State met with the FASNY 

officers, legislative committee members and the 

consulting/lobbying firm K.T. Hannan Public Af-

fairs to discuss the Issues of United Concern and 

the agenda for legislation in 2012 for the FASNY 

Scorecard. Prior to the general meeting on Sunday 

morning, we hosted a breakfast for our members in 

attendance and reviewed our final position on each 

bill. 

   One of the key bills forwarded by our Hudson 

Valley delegation and favorably received by all the 

sectional organizations involves ñIllegal Occu-

pancy in Multi Family Dwellings.ò Sections of the 

building code and the penal code are under review 

and legislation is being drafted that would increase 

the civil and criminal penalties to discourage land-

lords from violating code requirements regulating 

occupancy in dwellings.  This is a new and very 

important issue that is necessary to protect occu-

pants and our firefighters. There is news everyday 

about horror stories where families and firefighters 

are trapped in these illegal tenements. 
   Details of the 7 issues of United Concern and the 

9 items on the legislative Scorecard can be re-

viewed at FASNY.com.   

   May everyone be blessed with a safe, happy and 

prosperous year throughout 2012. 

James B. Hartwick 
Legislative Chairman  

 

President, Jerry Galu                                      1st Vice President,  Vincent Galvin                                       2nd Vice President,  George Stacey 

 

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE RED VESts 

 

8/2011 4x 

 

 

Financial Secretary, John Bootz                                            Treasurer, Frank Malloy                                        Recording Secretary, Ed Babcock 
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Application for Membership 
Hudson Valley 

Volunteer Firemenôs Association, Inc. 
 

PLEASE  PRINT  LEGIBLY 

 

Last Name__________ ____________Name ______________________   M.I.___ 

 

Fire Dept./Co._________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________ State______________ Zip___________ 

 

County of _______________________________ Phone No. _________________ 

 

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Hereby makes an application for membership in the Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association. 

Organization dues are  $ 10.00  and individual dues are  $8.00 per year.  

 

Date________________________ 

 

Proposed by____________________________________________________ 

 

(signature of Presiding Officer or Secretary of Organization  

Or signature of an Individual Member and HVVFA Member)  

 

Make checks payable to Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association, Inc. 

 

ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Any volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, association of volunteer or exempt volunteer firemen or any active or  

 exempt volunteer fireman  

 who is serving or has served in any such organization the territory in which the Hudson Valley Firemenõs Association is authorized to 

conduct business.  

Each member organization annually chooses one delegate to represent it at the convention of the Association.  

Delegates so chosen may continue as individual members  by payment of annual dues of $8.00.  

Send application with remittance, to the Financial Secretary of the Association, at address shown below.  
George H. Hill  

Financial Secretary  

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Assn. 

854 Berkshire Rd. 

Wingdale, NY  12594  

 

 

WEBSITE: 

    www.hvvfa.com  
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News from East Greenbush 
by  

Peter Lehmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The East Greenbush Fire Company celebrated Christmas 

2011 with two annual events that brought together Life 

Members and Probationary 

members and all those in 

between. On Friday, De-

cember 9, the Fire Com-

pany conducted their An-

nual Dinner. A topic of 

the dinner conversation 

was about how old an 

event is this? A member who joined in 1964 said the event 

was going when he joined as a new member, so it is thought 

that this dinner has been held each year since sometime in 

the late 1940s or early 1950s. As for this yearôs event, the 

menu featured turkey, roast beef and all the fixings as was 

provided to a large assemblage of members. A veteran crew, 

including several Red Vests, labored throughout the after-

noon preparing the eveningôs dinner and it was a great event 

(as usual). On Saturday 

night, December 17, mem-

bers gathered to celebrate 

the annual Christmas Party. 

The event was highlighted 

by a visit from Santa, who 

conferred with Fire Com-

pany President Jeff Tooker 

on those naughty and nice. 

Santa brought gifts with him and 

placed them under the tree and sev-

eral of the nice attendees were selected to pick a gift. Many 

laughs ensued as the gifts were opened one by one. After 

Santa left for his next stop in his busiest time of year, the 

members enjoyed a round of socialization for the remainder 

of the evening.  

Annual Dinner Chefs  
hard at work   

Santa and Fire Company 

President Jeff Tooker  

Centerville Fire Company Spends Many 

Hours Helping Santa Claus,  

In and Out of County 

 
   In the Town of Saugerties is a fire company that went beyond 

the call of duty in assisting Santa Claus in making his rounds 

this year. Centerville Vol. Fire Company seemed to be all over 

the place this year. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus with the 

Assistance of Centerville FC  

At the Hunter Fire Co.#1 

Christmas Parade. 

(photos from HFC#1 FB 

page) 

 

 

 

 

Santa and Mrs. Claus with 

the Residents of the Fire-

menôs Home in Hudson; 

again with the assistance of 

the Centerville FC.. 

 

 

Pictures from the Parade of 

Lights at The Home, hosted by 

GCVFA and M-G VFD. 

 

Santa and Mrs. Claus with their ñSupport Teamò and ñTour Guidesò 

From Centerville Fire Company. 

Pics from JJB 
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This page is proudly sponsored by  
Past president William s. buckmaster, jr . 

 

6/2011-6X=2 

KRAMAR RCV FIRE POLICEMAN OF YEAR  

Michael Kramar was named the Rockland County 
2011 Volunteer Fire Policeman of the Year, and 
honored at the RCVFPA 70th Anniversary and 
installation brunch, Sunday, Oct. 16. Mike received pres-
entations by new RCVFPA Pres. Michael Leitner of New 
City. Honoree Kramar is Lt. of the Hillcrest Fire Police 
Squad.  He is currently the RCVFA Treasurer, 
active on the Rockland Fire Advisory Board, President. 
of his Hillcrest Fire Co., and serves on the Creative 
Approach Recruitment Foundation. 
RCVFA VP NEW PRES. OF HV BLUE VESTS 

Paul D. Schlegel, the 1st Vice-Pres. of the RCVFA, 
was duly installed as President of the 16-County 
Hudson Valley VFA Royal Order of Blue Vests. HV 
Past Pres. Harry Barrett was the installing officer. Ex- 
Chief Barrett from Lock Sheldrake FD also had the 
honor of installing his daughter Jennifer MacKenzie 
as Vice-President. 
RCVFA NUMBER OF MEMBERS  

Township  Active Life Total 
Clarkstown  118 66 184 
Haverstraw  141 82 223 
Orangetown  79 93 172 
Ramapo       216 157 373 
Stony Point      44 43 87 
Total 698       441 1039 

 
NEW 25 YEAR LIFE MEMBERS RCVFA 2011 
 

Donald F. Devine Jr. Valley Cottage Eng. 
Efrain Castro Jr. Rescue H&L Co. 1 
Thomas A. Price Rescue H&L Co. 1 
Adam J. Adragna Highland HoseCo. 5 
Thomas A. Wanamaker Empire H&L Co. 
Charles C. Ackerson Jr. Tallman FD 
Robert G. Doremus Tallman FD 
Warren Kaplan  Hillcrest Fire Co. 1 
Dean Tortorello  Hillcrest Fire Co. 1 
Timothy Wren  Hillcrest Fire Co. 1 
Ralph Zahlmann Hillcrest Fire Co. 1 
Eric McAdam  Hillburn FD 
Robert Babcock  Wayne Hose Co. 
Edward P. Geary Wayne Hose Co. 
Christopher Huslinger Wayne Hose Co. 
Brain P. Sullivan Wayne Hose Co. 
 
 

 

FEW ROCKLAND FIRE FACTS  

 

Six Rockland fire units have 100% of their 
membership as FASNY members noted Eugene 
Perry, State Membership Comm. Chairman. Kudos to 
Congers, Sparkill, Sloatsburg, Spring Valley Hook & 
Ladder, and both Pearl River FD Companies- 
Excelsior and the Hook & Ladder. 
 
Rockland now has three members at the FASNY 
Home in Hudson, N.Y. You can mail holiday cards to 
Robert E.  ñRustyò Doscher (RCVFA Past-Pres.), 
Charles MacMurray (from Piermont), and recently 
entered Henry Wolfe (Ex-Chief Hillcrest). Address; 
125 Harry Howard Ave., Hudson, N.Y. 12534. 
Thank you to five fire companies who made donations 
to the RCVFA summer Sunday bus trip to the FASNY 
Firemenôs Home. Supporters were; Hillcrest FD; 
Brewer Engine Co., Monsey; Orangeburg FD, Volun-
teer Hose Co.2, West Haverstraw; and Orangetown 
Fire Co. 1, So. Nyack.Total received $770 reports 
Treasurer Mike Kramar and Fin. Sec. Robert Capello. 
Congratulations to Joseph Hunt as the New Chairman 
of the RC Fire Prevention Committee. Joe is active 
with the Suffern Hook & Ladder Co. He succeeds 
Paul Sangen from D.B. Roche Vol. Fire Co., Thiells, 
who performed admirably as chairman 
FROM THE FIRE COORDINATOR GORDON WREN 
JR. 
The last couple of months have been very busy and 
demanding for most fire departments with many 
weather related emergencies, as usual all our mem-
bers have responded in a very professional and effi-
cient manner.  

First we had Hurricane Irene on Saturday, August 
27

th
. There were a total of 1,432 calls from 

Aug. 27 -30. Some areas were hit harder than 
others and we even sent several FD to help 
in upstate counties.  

Second we had the Freak Snow Storm on Hal-
loween Oct 29. We donôt have stats from all 
the departments yet, but so far there were 
489 calls from Oct. 29-30. 

Submitted by: 

John Kryger  

Corresponding Secretary  

RCVFA 
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This page is proudly sponsored by  
The officers and members of  
ºTHE ROYAL ORDER OF BLUE VESTS» 

10/2011/5X 

Annual Christmas Party 
   The Royal Order of the Blue Vests hosted their Annual 

Christmas Party at the Firemenôs Home in Hudson on De-

cember  17 , 

2011. The Offi-

cers and Mem-

bers of the 

Royal Order of 

the Blue Vests 

started arriving 

about noontime. 

It was time for 

the  Annua l 

Christmas Party 

to start. Presi-

dent Paul D. 

Schlegel introduced the Royal Order of the Blue Vests Offi-

cers and welcomed all in attendance.   

   The Annual Christ-

mas Party was offi-

cially started with the 

arrival of Santa Claus. 

There were three spe-

cial Elves assisting 

Santa this year. The 

special Elves were 

Paul Schlegel, Fred 

Pettingell, and Connie 

Wood. Santa and his 

merry Elves distributed Christmas cards to the residents in 

the Home. After that, it was time for the Bingo games to start 

with ñMaster Bingo Announcerò, Fred Pettingell.    

   The after-

noon refresh-

ments were 

served to the 

residents and 

they were 

d e l i c i o u s . 

This year, 

the refresh-

ments in-

c l u d e d 

c h e e s e 

(sharp), pep-

peroni, road kill, chips, crackers, pretzels, wings (sweet), 

chicken poppers, Swedish meatballs, sliced kielbasa with 

sauerkraut, pork ribs, potato (aka Shepherdôs) meat pie, 

macaroni & cheese, cookies, and Stromboli (aka garbage 

bread). The Hillcrest Fire Department along with the Wayne 

 

Hose Company No. 1 

donated many of the 

refreshments. A special 

Thank you to the Hill-

crest Fire Department 

and to the Wayne Hose 

Company No. 1 for 

their many years of 

donating the refresh-

ments, and to Mr. Paul 

Beaumont and his staff at the Firemenôs Home kitchen for the 

delicious meal and for the excellent service they provided, to 

Past President Harry óRoad Killô Barrett for providing the 

road kill, to Fred Pettingell for announcing the bingo games, 

to Santa Claus for taking 

time in his very busy 

schedule to visit the resi-

dents, to Mrs. Claus for 

letting or pushing Santa 

out of the house, and to 

George W. Harp, James A 

Coons, George H. Hill, 

and George F. Stacey for 

the many hours (and years) that they spend making sure that 

everything runs smoothly and for coordinating the Royal Or-

der of the Blue Vests Annual Christmas Party.(Editors note: 

it was pointed out that the author failed to mention any thanks 

to Mrs. Diana Balling for baking and supplying a platter of 

cookies for this event. These were scoffed up before the resi-

dents got a chance to sample them.) 

   There are seventy-one residents in the 

Firemenôs Home and they enjoy the 

festivities. The residents enjoy the feel-

ing that their brother and sister fire-

fighterôs care. It is not just during the 

Christmas Season. The residents know 

that we care year round. It is the spirit of 

friendship that we share with the resi-

dents.  

   There were many officers, members, spouses, and children 

of the Royal Order of the Blue Vests in attendance. There are 

many members who contribute throughout the year that were 

unable to attend. These people make the Annual Christmas 

Party a huge success. Thank you for your support and for all 

that the Royal Order of the Blue Vests members does 

throughout the year for the residents in the Firemenôs Home 

in Hudson.  
Submitted by: 

Mike Cesare; 

Pix by JJB 
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                                     News from                                

                                      The Home 

 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

ORANGE COUNTY REPORTS:  
Fran Galu, Orange County Vice President  
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    News  from                                  

The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

      Well, another year has come and gone. The Resi-

dents of the Home must have been good all year, be-

cause Santa Claus really came through for us again. I 

want to thank everyone who come to the Home or in-

vited me to their firehouse for any event. I had another 

great year and Iôm trying to stay good for next year. 

Before you know it June will be here and ñConvention 

Seasonò starts all over again. 

   Some famous guy, besides my 

dad, once said, ñA picture is 

worth a thousand words.ò well 

here are some pictures which 

were taken this Christmas Sea-

son around the Home. They will 

better describe the joy you 

brought us than I could say. 

Trustee Lighting Ceremony 

Greene County,  

Medway-Grapeville 

Fire Dept. 

ñParade of Lightsò 

 At the Home 

 

GCVFA/M-GVFD 

Parade of lights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Vests Christmas Party 

 

 

 

Columbia 

County 

Christmas 

Party 


