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Words of Wisdom from HVVFA  

President, Vincent Galvin 

   I can’t believe how time has flown by, just look now its 

June. I feel like it was 

yesterday when I be-

came your President. It 

was a great journey in 

which I traveled. It was 

really satisfying travel-

ing up and down the 

valley meeting new 

friends and being wel-

comed everywhere I 

went. It was also enjoy-

able to recognize all the 

fifty year members who 

attained such a great 

milestone. I would also 

like to thank all those 

Associations throughout 

the Valley who invited 

me as a guest to all those dinners and conventions. 

   The sad note on the journey was too many Brothers and  

Sisters answered their final alarm. As President, that’s one 

duty that is hard to go through time in and out. 

    I would like to thank Jason Sherry and Company for the 

two years they have done and hopefully we can sign a new 

contract to continue this work and take the convention and 

parade on the road with us to other locations. 

   I would also like to thank the Lake George Fire Department 

for all they continue to do for the Association in Lake 

George. It is really great to see the Lake George Fire Depart-

ment to step up time and time again to make sure the conven-

tion and parade go on without a hitch. 

   In addition, I would like to thank VP Delbe Spath and VP 

Marilyn Schrader for being behind me and helping me main-

tain the course in which I followed. I also would like to thank 

all the other Officers, Directors and County VP’s for doing 

their jobs and contributing to the over all success of the 

HVVFA. 

   On a local level a big thank you goes out to my wife, Linda, 

and family for allowing me to do what I do for the Valley as 

(continued on  Page 2) 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS OFFICE HOURS FOR 

CONVENTION 

 

Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï 12:00 Noon ï 1:00PM 

Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï 8:00PM ï 10:00PM 

Thursday June 16, 2011 ï 8:00AM ï 3:00PM 

Friday June 17, 2011 ï 8:00AM ï 11:00AM 

A Few Words fromDelbe Spath 

HVVFA 1st Vice President 
As I sit down to write 

this article, we’ve just 

had our quarterly meet-

ing at Orange Lake fire 

station and would like to 

thank the fire company 

for hosting the Valley. 

    We are looking for-

ward to the convention 

again in Lake George, 

with the headquarters at 

the Fort William Henry. 

We will have an election 

to replace recording secretary Robert  J. Creifelds who has 

held that office for 23 years and has done a outstanding job. 

He stated at our January meeting that he would not  seek an-

other term as recording secretary. Bob, a BIG THANK YOU 

for all the years of work and dedication . 

     The other desk office to fill is  Treasurer. James Ryan said 

at the 2010 Convention in Lake George that this would be his 

last year and he would not seek re-election for that office at 

the convention in Lake George for the year 2011.  Again, this 

is a person who has held the job of financial secretary from 

1989 to 2002.  He then was elected  treasurer in 2002 and has 

held the position to this day, a total of 22 years. Another BIG 

THANK YOU for the work you have done for the associa-

tion. 

    I know that June Gunza who is running for recording sec-

retary,  and Mike Karashay, who is running for treasurer will 

do commendable jobs and they have some big shoes to fill. 

     I would like to thank all committees and members for your 

support this past year. We are starting on a new year in which 

I combined some committees and hope we can have better 

communication with the members. This year, I believe it will 

be the first time we will have some vendors at Headquarters.  

If you still have raffle tickets for the Orange County Chopper, 

please try to sell them as time is running out. . 

    Now some information on FASNY.   If you are going to a 

FASNY seminar, you should  pre-register; FASNY is limit-

ing the attendance to 100 people, and if you plan to go as a 

walk in you may not be able to get in. 

   FASNY is working on partnering with VFIS and St. Jo-

seph’s University  for an online, distance learning program.  

As a  member of  FASNY, you will be able to log on and take 

the different courses . Here are just three courses that will be 

available , SEAT BELT SAFETY, SEXUAL HARASS-

MENT PREVENTION TECHNIQUES and FASNY OSHA 

ANNUAL REFRESHER COURSE; other courses will be  
(Continued on Page 2) 
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   Legislative  

matters  
    

   The Hudson Valley legislative committee in conjunction 

with FASNY and the Westchester County Volunteer Fire-

man’s Association conducted a legislative outreach meeting 

on March 5th, which was graciously hosted by Cortlandt En-

gine Co. of Montrose, NY.  

 

   The conference was well attended by 51 fire and emer-

gency service members along with 5 Westchester County 

legislators who discussed consolidation, public safety and 

support issues in the County. 

  

   On the State level only 2 elected officials, Assembly mem-

bers Sandy Galef and George Latimer and a representative of 

Senator Oppenheimer attended. Their opening remarks ad-

dressed the State’s fiscal hole and the impact it will have on 

any legislation involving additional or new costs. They were 

all optimistic that a budget would be enacted by the deadline 

of April 1st. 

 

    Kirby Hannan FASNY’s legislative lobbyist reviewed the 

Legislative Scorecard and Issues of United Concern. There 

was a very interactive discussion with the legislators and the 

attendees particularly relating to Felony Offenders, HazMat 

Reimbursement, Novelty Lighters, Ambulance Cost Recov-

ery and VFBL Reform measures. 

 

    Since the meeting, the State Legislature and Governor 

Cuomo reached an accord on the budget before the April 1st 

deadline, which includes Scorecard items for 

$4 million funding to the Low Interest Revolving Loan 

Fund 

 $4.9 million for the Office of Fire Prevention & Con-

trol’s overall budget and $15.2 million to be sub 

allocated to OFPC from the Department of Fiscal 

Regulation. The allocation for training is projected 

to be the same as last year 

$45 million for grants or reimbursements to counties for 

public safety communications 

 

   Another legislative conference is scheduled for April 30th at 

the C.A. Lynch Hose Co. in Saugerties covering the mid sec-

tion of the Valley and we are considering a possible confer-

ence in conjunction with Hudson Mohawk in the northern 

area in May.  

 

  All members who are interested in legislation should peri-

odically access the Legislative Scorecard on FASNY’s web-

site to check the status of the bills within the Senate and As-

sembly. 

 

James B. Hartwick 
Legislative Committee  

President Galviné 
(continued from Page !) 

well as other work I do. Another big thank you goes out to 

Skip Reid for being the chairman and supporter for many 

years on my election committee. Also I would like to thank 

Artie, Jimmy, Frankie, Billy, Poopsie, Chet, and Dick, for the 

support they have given me as I went through the chairs. In 

addition, the members of the Pawling Fire Department for 

being behind me all these years. Without their support I would 

not  be here  today. In  addition I  cannot  forget  the Dutchess 

County Volunteer Firemen’s Association along with the Fire 

Police Association of Dutchess County and especially Bob 

Ruston for his great nomination for me these last few years. 

    In closing, I would like to say as, I hand over the reins to 

Delbe, I know he will do a great job as well as the officers 

who will follow him as we continue to grow and prosper in 

the Valley. 

Firematically 

Vincent Galvin, 
President, HVVFA 

Vice President Spathé 
(continued from Page 1) 

available. You will also earn collage credits for taking the 

courses. 

    FASNY has  accident insurance available to members. To 

learn more, go to the FASNY web site for information. 

     Don’t forget that this is your association and we need 

members to keep it moving forward.  The more members we 

have, the better chance we have to get County and State lead-

ers to listen to our concerns. 

Delbe Spath,  
1st Vice President 

P u t n a m  C o u n t y  R e p o r t s : 
We are in full swing for our 60th anniversary. Our meeting on 

March 28 at Patterson was well attended and hosted our 3rd 

Annual Memorial Service remembering both Joe Kelly and 

Cy Pecarro from FASNY and HVVFA along with our mem-

bers from Putnam and ladies auxiliary who answered their last 

call. May 1 is our day at the Firemen's Home in Hudson and 

will also be our stained glass window dedication in the chapel  

May 13 will be our 60 anniversary dinner in Brewster at Sheet 

Metal Union Hall. We are 

very proud of our own 

Lake Carmel Explorers 

who were honored in 

Washington DC at the 

National Volunteer Fire 

Council meeting with Jun-

ior Firefighters Award. 

This is a great honor for 

them as well as Putnam 

County. Reminder that our 

June 27 meeting will be at 

Brewster Fire Department and will be our awards and scholar-

ship honoring since our anniversary dinner has a full agenda.  
                  Jeff Bergstrom, President PCVFA, HVVFA county VP  
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Duracell Batteries Benefit Local 

 Volunteer Fire Departments! 

Message from Duracell webpage:  ―Volunteer firefighters 

devote their time to protect you and your community. Dura-

cell's Power Those Who Protect Us donation program lets 

you give back to these selfless heroes. When you purchase 

specially marked CopperTop packs, we'll make a battery 

donation to volunteer fire departments to power communica-

tion devices and life-saving equipment. Each pack contains a 

unique code, which you can enter to direct your battery do-

nation to a volunteer fire department of your choice.‖ 

You buy 10 specially marked packages and Duracell will 

donate $1.  You buy 20 specially marked packages and 

Duracell will donate $2. 

Your battery donation took effect when you pur-

chased your specially marked CopperTop pack. 

Then you can choose where your donation goes 

when you enter your donation code. You can di-

rect your donation to any volunteer fire depart-

ment: it can be your local department or another 

department of your choice. If you don't have a spe-

cific department in mind, check out our  

Shared Stories for inspiration on their webpage  
 

The Somers Volunteer Fire Department in West-

chester County held its annual election of Officers 

in April.  

 Elected were: 

Fire Captains: Raymond Baker and Jody Leverich; 

EMS Captains:  Robert Madsen and Steven DôAn-

gelone; 

Engine Lieutenants:  Kevin Barry, Raymond Carile, 

David Luongo, Kevin McGurk; 

Ladder Lieutenants:  Paul Jockimo and Matt 

McAuley; 

Rescue Lieutenant:  Jon Mackey; 

EMS Lieutenants:  Steve Sterman, Steve Wines, 

Steve Pilla; 

President:  Edwin Byrnes III; 

Vice President:  Nancy Dugan; 

Secretary:  Robert H. Ruston; 

Fiancial Secretary:  Rita Boniello; 

Sgt.-at-Arms:  Michael Walsh; 

Director ï Amawalk:  Alexander Vigilotti; 

Appointed Chaplains: Rev. Sandy Keyes, Robert 

Ruston; 

Chief:  George Wahlers; 

1st Assistant Chief Irwin Schriro;   

2nd Assistant Chief Raymond Baker. 
Submitted by: 

Bob Ruston 

Neversink Fire Department Announces 

2011 Election Results 
   Ralph Hornbeck, Chief of Neversink Fire Department an-

nounces the following election results: 

LINE OFFICERS 

Chief, Ralph Hornbeck; 1st Assistant Chief, William Cock-

shutte; 2nd Assistant Chief, Russ Turner; Captain, John Skin-

ner; 1st Lieutenant, Mike Congelosi; 2nd Lieutenant, L.A. 

Weyant; Engineer, Lanny Stoutenberg; 1st Assistant Engi-

neer, Ray Muthig; 2nd Assistant Engineer, Sharon Doyle. 

CIVIL OFFICERS 

   President, Jesse Noren; Vice President, Brian Edwardt; 

Secretary, Sharon Doyle; Treasurer, Tom Dexheimier. 
Submitted by: 

Ralph Hornbeck, Chief 
Neversink Fire Dept 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Three Fifty Year Firefighters 

Receive Certificates 

 
   I had the distinct honor of representing President Galvin to 

honor three 50 year members, all joining in 1961.  Howard 

Mosher of the West Glens Falls Volunteer Fire Company. 

Howard served West 

Glens Falls as the Fire 

Police Captain for 47 

years. He was president 

of Lower Adirondack Fire 

Police for 30 years, is still 

an active member of 

many fire police associa-

tions and a member of the 

HVVFA Fire Police 

Committee. He is a life 

member of HVVFA and 

Red Vests, member of 

FASNY, HMVFA and an 

inactive life retired mem-

ber of West Glens Falls. 

   Glenn Gregory of the West Glens Falls Volunteer Fire 

Company served as Emergency Squad Captain, line officer 

and president. He oversaw many changes to the West Glens 

Falls Vol. Fire Company building. The newest addition was 

named Gregory Hall. Glen served as bingo chairman for 

many years, which was a big money maker for the fire com-

pany. He is a member of the HVVFA and Blue Vests. 

   William Cassidy of Shushan was honored by his fire com-

pany, HVVFA, FASNY and OFPC at a dinner held at the 

American Legion in Cambridge. Mr. Cassidy is still active 

with the Shushan Volunteer Fire Company and was very ap-

preciative of his recognition. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Wescott 

http://www.duracell.com/en-US/power-those-who-protect-us/shared-stories.jspx
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter 
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemen’s Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling Editor—Hudson Valley Firefighter 
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 President,  Vincent Galvin; Vice President, Delbe Spath; 2nd Vice President, 

Marilyn Schrader; Recording Secretary Robert J. Creifelds; 
Financial Secretary, George Hill ; Treasurer, James Ryan; Assistant 

Treasurer, Mike Karashay; Past President,.Donald Farrell 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, Joseph Mellan, George Stacey, Duncan Wilson,   

Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart and George Woolsey 

. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Bob Boddie 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  
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ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25—Quarter Page $40—Half Page $65 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR-2012 

Applications go to  

Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 
139 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY 10509 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2012 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR-2012 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Hello everyone, 

   First thing I must say is Thank You to each and every 

one of you who called, sent a card or message, or in 

some other way, inquired into my wellbeing and health 

during my recent illness. It was wonderful to see cards 

from all over the State, and a few from outside of NYS 

too. Unfortunately, as of this time, I am still suffering 

and awaiting a disposition of the problem.  

John B. 

  The members of the Publication Committee wish to 

thank all of you who have contributed to this publica-

tion in the past, and we hope that you will continue to 

do so. We count on your input to let this newsletter suc-

ceed. 

  The committee also wishes to thank President Vincent 

Galvin for appointing us to this committee and to the 

(hopefully) incoming President, Delbe Spath, for re-

appointing us to these jobs. 

  Don’t forget to visit the Firemen’s Home in Hudson, 

NY this summer. HVVFA has a number of events 

scheduled to occur over the summer (see ―DATES WE  

HOPE TO SEE YOU‖ on page 5). Many county asso-

ciations have events occurring there also. It could be a 

safe bet if you showed up any weekend, that there will 

be some event occurring. The Residents of the Home 

really appreciate these visits; sometimes they don’t 

seem to want them to end. If you want to be sure some-

thing is going on, you can give the Home a call at 1-518

-828-7695. I have found the Home staff always willing 

to offer assistance. 

 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Bob Boddie 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

Nancy Ferretti  

 William C.òScoopò Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW, 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU   
  

 

June 7 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Youngsville Fire Department 

  Annual Meeting                           8:00 PM 

 8 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting 
  Delmar Fire Department Pavilion        7:00 PM 

 10 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Relief Hose Company No. 3 – Haverstraw  8:00 PM 
 

15 Hudson Valley VFA Pre Convention Meeting 

  Fort William Henry ï Lake George ï    1:00 PM 

  Hudson Valley VFA Past Presidents Dinner 

 16 &17 Hudson Valley VFA 121st Annual Convention 

  Fort William Henry ï Lake George    9:00 AM 

 16 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Steak Roast 

  Queensbury VFW Post West Glens Falls    4:00 PM 

  Royal Order of the Red Vests Dinner 4:00 PM 

 

 21 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Wallkill Hook & Ladder & Hose Company   8:00 PM 
 

 25 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Home Day Program 

  Firemenôs Home in Hudson       11:00 AM 

 

 27 Putnam County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Brewster Fire Department          8:00 PM 

29 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 

 Putnam Volunteer Fire Company No. 1      7:30 PM 
 

July  8 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Hillcrest Fire Company No. 1         8:00 PM 

10 Westchester County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  South Salem Fire Department         1:30 PM 

 26 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Sparrowbush Engine Company      8:00 PM 

 27 Washington County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 

  Hartford Volunteer Fire Company     7:30 PM 
 29 Ulster County VFA Annual Meeting 

  Napanoch Fire Company              8:00 PM 

 29 & 30  Columbia County VFA Annual Convention 
  Ancram Fire Department             7:30 PM 

 

August   3 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting    7:30 PM  
   4 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Hensonville Hose Company             7:00 PM  

  9 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
  Yulan Fire Department                    8:00 PM 

 10 Saratoga County VFA Annual Picnic          6:00 PM 

12 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting  
Columbia Fire Engine Co. No. 1 – Spring Valley        

8:00 PM 

 16 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Modena Engine Fire & Rescue            8:00 PM 

 16 –19 FASNY # 139th Annual Convention 

  Alexandra Bay   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

Athens Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

Posts  Elected Officers 
 

                     2011-2012 Officers. 

 

          President:                                 Alan Frisbee. 

          Vice President:                         Mike Pieruzzi. 

          Secretary:                                 Pat McLoughlin. 

          Financial Secretary:                 Tom Borfitz. 

          Treasurer:                                 George F. Stacey. 

          Directors:                                  Tim Albright, Mike      

                                                     Gonzalez, Mike Pieruzzi,     

                                           Robert Schrader, Bill Tompkins. 

          Chaplain:                                Frederick A. Van Loan. 

          Quartermaster:                       Tim Albright. 

          Sgt.-at-Arms:                          Garth Walker. 

          Steward:                                  Randy Van Valkenburg. 

          G.C.V.F.A. Delegate:              Frank Roberts, Sr. 

          G.C.V.F.A. Alternate:             Garth Walker. 

          H.V.V.F.A. Delegate:             Garth Walker. 

          H.V.V.F.A. Alternate:            Frederick A. Van Loan. 

         F.A.S.N.Y. Delegate:               Frank Roberts, Sr. 

         F.A.S.N.Y. Alternate:              Garth Walker. 

         H.M.V.F.A. Delegate:            Frederick A. Van Loan. 

        H.M.V.F.A. Alternate:          Garth Walker 

       Greene Cty. Fire Advisory Board: Chief John R. Greco. 

        Captain:                                     Dave Disbrow. 

         Lieutenants:                            Peter Alberti, Mike Si-          

                                                           cillano, Steve Quick. 

         Fire Police Captain:               Garth Walker. 

    Fire Police:                             Peter Alberti, Steve Benja-

min, Tom Borfitz, Wayne Butterworth, Phil Dalton, Anthony 

Del Vecchio, Jr. Mark Dinkelacker, Phyllis Dinke-     

        lacker, Dale Lubera, Mike Pieruzzi, Frank Roberts, Sr.,  

                  Tom  Tompkins, Randy Van Valkenburg, Garth  

                                                  Walker, Brian Whiteman, Sr. 
Submitted by: 

George Stacey, GCVP 

 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS OFFICE 

HOURS FOR CONVENTION 

 

Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï 12:00 Noon ï 

1:00PM 

Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï 8:00PM ï 

10:00PM 

Thursday June 16, 2011 ï 8:00AM ï 

3:00PM 

Friday June 17, 2011 ï 8:00AM ï 

11:00AM 
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   Brewster Fire Department in the Village of Brewster in 

Putnam County hosted the Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

meeting on March 13, 2011.  The registration started at noon-

time with many members arriving earlier. President Pettingell 

announced that the Board of Directors would not be meeting 

today.     

President Pettingell opened the business meeting at 

1:00 pm. The Invocation was given by Chaplain, Frederick 

A. Van Loan. President Edward Butler of the Brewster Fire 

Department welcomed all in attendance, noted the fire exits, 

and invited the membership to partake of the refreshments 

after the conclusion of the meeting. The Committee reports 

included the Royal Order of the Blue Vests Annual Picnic & 

Meeting (May 21), the Annual Steak Roast outing (June 16), 

the Blue Vests day at the Firemen’s Home in Hudson (June 

25), the Annual Installation Banquet (progress), and the Blue 

Vests Christmas Party at the Firemen’s Home (December 

17).  Mr. Joseph Garcia announced that March will be his last 

month as the Chairman of the Raffle Committee. Newly ap-

pointed Chairman, Mr. Michael A. Cesare requested a stand-

ing round of applause for Joe, for his many years of serving 

as the Chairman and to his wife Joan who actually did most 

of the work.    President Pettingell thanked the Committees 

for their reports and especially Jim Coons, George Harp, and 

George Hill for their many years serving on the Christmas & 

Home Day committees. Fin.Sec. /Treas., George H. Hill, re-

minded everyone that he is collecting the 2011 Annual Dues, 

the monies for the Annual Picnic, and the monies for the 

Steak Roast. Please pay your dues promptly                         

Santo S. ―Chan‖ Rivera (FASNY Director) gave a brief re-

port on FASNY, the Fall legislative weekend (Nov. 5 & 6), 

the open house statewide program (April 9 & 10), the newly 

revised law book that will be available April 1, and that 

FASNY will be hosting the Annual Convention in Albany in 

the year 2014. Chan also noted the passing of FASNY First 

Vice President (& Hudson Valley VFA Past President) Mr. 

Joseph F. Kelly Jr.  FASNY Board of Trustees Vice President 

John P. Farrell Jr., also mentioned the passing of Joseph  

Kelly Jr. and that he will be missed by all. Mr. Farrell gave a 

brief report on the Firemen’s Home in Hudson. The Adminis-

trator Mr. David Lovelace has accepted another position and 

the search is on for another Administrator. Several meetings 

are planned with the FASNY Board of Directors and hope-

fully, the number of residents will be increased. Mr. Farrell 

thanked the Royal Order of the Blue Vests and the many La-

dies Auxiliaries throughout the State for their continuing sup-

port to the Firemen’s Home. At this time, FASNY Board of 

Trustee member Thomas J. McKinney, noted the non yellow 

color of Mr. Farrell’s shirt and mentioned that he will address 

this issue at the next Board meeting. Hudson Valley Volun-

teer Firemen’s Association President Mr. Vincent Galvin 

thanked the Royal Order of the Blue Vests for their continu-

ing  support  and  announced  the  scheduled  meetings  and 

 

 events within Hudson Valley. President. Pettingell men-

tioned the letters requesting endorsements for the Hudson 

Valley VFA Offices. A motion was made and passed to en-

dorse all candidates for the Hudson Valley VFA Offices. 

President Pettingell requested that the By-Laws committee 

address the issue of the starting times of the meetings.   

Applications were read for four prospective mem-

bers. The new members are: Mark Dinkelacker Athens Vol-

unteer Fire Department, Greene County; Phyllis Dinkelacker, 

Athens Volunteer Fire Department, Greene County; Shane 

Dinkelacker, Athens Volunteer Fire Department, Greene 

County; Albert Jacobs, Brewster Fire Department, Putnam 

County.  

President Pettingell announced that the nominations 

for the Chair Officers of the Royal Order of the Blue Vests 

are next. The nominations are as follows: President, Paul D. 

Schlegel ; First Vice President, Frederick A.Van Loan, 

Greene County; Second Vice President, Walter W. Eck Jr. 

Albany County; Third Vice President(2) Jennifer Mackenzie, 

Sullivan County Robert T. Wescott Sr., Warren County; Fin. 

Sect. /Treas. George H. Hill, Dutchess County; Recording 

Secretary, Kathie A. Wood, Albany County; S e r g e a n t - a t -

Arms Garth W. Walker; Greene County; Chaplain  Frederick 

A. Van Loan, Greene County; Chaplain Robert J. Creifelds-

Saratoga County; Chaplain  James Kaufman, Sullivan County 

President Pettingell announced that nominations for 

the Directors of the Royal Order of the Blue Vests will be 

made at the Annual Picnic & Meeting hosted by the Hurley-

ville Fire Company No. 1, Sullivan County. Past Presidents 

and current Officers are reminded to bring a suitable door 

prize to the Annual Picnic. President Pettingell then called for 

the drawing of the winning 50/50 ticket. The winning (and 

very lucky) member this meeting was Past President  Robert 

A. McKinney. The Benediction was given by Chaplain, Fre-

derick A. Van Loan. President Pettingell presented a Certifi-

cate of Appreciation to the Brewster Fire Department. Presi-

dent Edward Butler accepted on behalf of the Brewster Fire 

Department.  

Refreshments were available before and after the 

meeting. Everyone was welcome and the refreshments were 

delicious. The March meeting is the traditional Corned Beef 

& Cabbage refreshments. A special Thank You goes to the 

members of the Brewster Fire Department for hosting the 

March meeting, for their wonderful hospitality, and for the 

great refreshments.   

Mike Cesare 

Greene County Chapter Royal Order of the Blue Vest  

Greene County Chapter Royal Order of the Blue Vest met at the 

Athens Volunteer Fire Department Station on  Wednesday, April 20, 

2011. The meeting was called to order by President Frank Roberts, 

Sr. with 14 members present. Winner of the 50/50 was FAV. Next 

meeting will be held on July 20, 2011 at the Koppel Avenue Station, 

Catskill, at 7:30 pm. Refreshments were supplied by the Cameos 

Italian Cuisine. 

     New members are always welcome, upcoming parades, Greene County 

Day at The Home, June 5, 2011, and H.V.V.F.A. Mardi-Gras June 17, 2011. 
Respectfully, 

George F. Stacey 
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Application for Membership 
Hudson Valley 

Volunteer Firemen’s Association, Inc. 
 

PLEASE  PRINT  LEGIBLY 

 

Last Name__________ ____________Name ______________________   M.I.___ 

 

Fire Dept./Co._________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________ State______________ Zip___________ 

 

County of _______________________________ Phone No. _________________ 

 

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Hereby makes an application for membership in the Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association. 

Organization dues are  $ 10.00  and individual dues are  $8.00 per year.  

 

Date________________________ 

 

Proposed by____________________________________________________ 

 

(signature of Presiding Officer or Secretary of Organization  

Or signature of an Individual Member and HVVFA Member)  

 

Make checks payable to Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Association, Inc. 

 

ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Any volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, association of volunteer or exempt volunteer firemen or any active or  

 exempt volunteer fireman  

 who is serving or has served in any such organization the territory in which the Hudson Valley Firemenõs Association is authorized to 

conduct business.  

Each member organization annually chooses one delegate to represent it at the convention of the Association.  

Delegates so chosen may continue as individual members  by payment of annual dues of $8.00.  

Send application with remittance, to the Financial Secretary of the Association, at address shown below.  
George H. Hill  

Financial Secretary  

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenõs Assn. 

854 Berkshire Rd. 

Wingdale, NY  12594  

 

 

WEBSITE: 

    www.hvvfa.com  
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President, George Hillman                                       1st Vice President,  Timothy Boel                                  2nd Vice President, Gerry Galu 

 

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY: 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE RED VESts 

 

8/2010 6x 

 

 

Financial Secretary, John Bootz                                            Treasurer, Frank Malloy                                        Recording Secretary, Ed Babcock 

  Lake Carmel Fire Department Members and Ex-

plorers attend National Volunteer Fire Council 

Spring Meeting to receive award  
  Lake Carmel Fire Department Members and Explorers at-

tend National Volunteer Fire Council Spring Meeting to re-

ceive award. 

  A contingent of Lake Carmel firefighters and explorers led 

by Assistant Chief Shawn Madsen, President PJ Ryan and 

Explorer Head Adviser, Lieutenant Erin Scott attended the 

spring meeting of the National Volunteer Fire Council in 

Alexandria VA on April 5, 2011 and received recognition as 

the National Junior firefighting Program of the Year. 

  The National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) is the leading 

nonprofit membership association representing the interests 

of the volunteer fire, EMS, and rescue services. The NVFC 

serves as the voice of the volunteer in the national arena and 

provides invaluable tools, resources, programs, and advocacy 

for first responders across the nation.  

  The NVFC Junior Firefighter Program of the Year Award, 

sponsored by Tyco International, honors a junior firefighter 

program or Explorer Post that has demonstrated significant 

community impact, innovation, and creativity. This is the 

first time the Lake Carmel post applied for the award. 

  The explorer post was created in the 1970’s with the 

thought of giving the sons and daughters of Lake Carmel 

members something to do while their parents were at the 

firehouse.  According to Post Advisor Erin Scott It has 

grown and now includes members from Lake Carmel, Car-

mel, Kent, Mahopac Falls, East Fishkill and Putnam Valley.  

  The Explorer Post is part of the Boy Scouts of America and 

is designed for teenagers, age 14-18 to learn about fire-

fighting and EMS.  Through the program they learn about 

teamwork, leadership, and how to prepare for a career in 

emergency services.  Many members of the explorer post 

become active members of their local fire departments when 

they are able to join. 

  According to Kimberly Quiros, Communications Director 

for the NVFC ―Lake Carmel Explorer Post 2041 has been a 

leader to other junior firefighter programs in their region for 

years and they have demonstrated significant community 

impact, innovation and creativity.  Now they can serve as an 

inspiration for other junior programs across the country‖.   

  The award was presented to Lieutenant Scott by Phillip C 

Stittleburg, Chairman of the National Volunteer Fire Council 

and by David Jacobowitz, President of the Fireman’s Asso-

ciation of the State of New York (FASNY) who also pre-

sented Lake Carmel with a Certificate of Appreciation from 

FASNY. 

  Lake Carmel Explorer Lieutenant Jeremy Shannon who  

attended the banquet with his father, Past Chief Robert Shan-

non II (Who is himself former Explorer), was asked by a local 

newspaper how he felt about winning the award and replied 

―its mind boggling how much different my life would be if I 

had not done this.  I’ve participated in events throughout the 

state, met a lot of different people and have had some great 

experiences.  Jeremy is currently the 4th generation of Shan-

non’s involved with Lake Carmel with his father, grandfather 

and great-grandfather having served as Chief of the Lake Car-

mel Fire Department. 

  While in the Washington DC area the group also met with 

US Representative Nan Hayworth, R-Mount Kisco, received a 

tour of the Capitol building and toured several monuments and 

museums.  Also attending the event were Explorer Advisor 

Edward Keck and Explorer Michael Madsen, who was making 

his final appearance as an explorer.  Two days after the ban-

quet Michael was accepted as an Active Member of the Lake 

Carmel Fire Department. 

For further information please contact Lieutenant Erin 

Scott at (914) 879-9099. 

 

 

PAST PRESIDENT,  

MR. WILLIAM BUCKMASTER HAS ONCE 

AGAIN STEPPED UP TO THE PLATE TO 

SPONSOR A FULL PAGE. 

 

 THANK YOU BILL 
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Committee:      June L Gunza, Chair   Rick Dillon, Vice Chair  John J. Gunza 
  P.O. Box 205   108 Irish Cape Road   P.O. Box 205 
  Highland Falls, NY 10928  Napanoch, NY 12548   Highland Falls, NY 10928 
  845 446-3007   845 647-8243   845 446-3007 
   

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Honoring an Outstanding Member of the Community and Volunteer Fire Department 

The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to an individual who is an outstanding member of his or her community and 

volunteer fire department.  A successful candidate must possess many years of experience serving his or her community and 

volunteer fire department by taking initiative and leading by example. 

 

This individual, volunteers with various community organizations such as, the Boy Scouts of America, the Special Olym-

pics, Meals-on-Wheels, religious or charitable organizations, local government and hospitals, as well as many other organi-

zations. 

 

In addition to being a supportive volunteer within the community, the award-winning nominee must be active in his or her 

local volunteer fire department.  Involved in all aspects of the volunteer fire service, this individual may serve as a line offi-

cer, a social officer, or in different positions on numerous committees.  As an active, long-time member of the volunteer fire 

department, this individual shows total dedication to the volunteer fire service. 

 

Hudson Valley VFA would like to acknowledge this outstanding individual with the Lifetime Achievement Award in recog-

nition of the community and fire service commitment that he or she has displayed.  If you know of anyone who fits these 

criteria please send us a Nomination Packet containing all of the information below: 

 

The Nomination Packet for the nominated individual should include the following 
Nominating sponsors information: 

 -  name and affiliation  (rank if applicable) 

 -  contact information 

Nominee’s Information 

        -   name, address, phone number and fire department 

  -   fire service background including offices and committee assignments 

  -   number of years served in department, date joined and current position 

  -   outstanding accomplishments in the department and community (detailed) 

  -   other community service; any volunteer organizations served, titles and dates 

  -   personal history including military service, education, employment and other related information 

  -   current employment 

  -   endorsement letters including those of support from the fire service, community service 

       organizations, community leaders and others (required) 

  -   additional references and supporting material: newspaper articles, photos, videos, etc. 

 

When submitting a Nomination packet, please check that it has been: 

  -   signed by either the president, chief or secretary of the submitting organization 

  -   printed on official stationery of the submitting organization with all necessary contact information attached 

  -   mailed to   -    Hudson Valley VFA Lifetime Achievement Award  

                                   C/O June L. Gunza,  P.O.Box 205, Highland Falls, NY 10928 

 

Nominations must be received by April 1st 

  
 -   Please contact the Chairman if you have any questions, suggestions or comments regarding this award 
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This page is proudly sponsored by  
Past president William s. buckmaster, jr . 

 

6/2011-6X=1 

News from East Greenbush 
by  

Peter Lehmann 

Albany county reports  

By Albany county v.p.  

Kathie wood  

   On March 5, 2011 Fuller Rd Fire Department received a call 

for a structure fire.  However this was no regular call.    Three 

brothers got on the apparatus and it was at their home.    The 

family had twelve people living in the home.  The family lost 

everything and they had no insurance.  The next day Fuller Rd 

Fire Department   and Ladies Auxiliary rallied and a drive 

was started for clothes, and household items.   Not only did 

the departments of the town rally around the family but so did 

the community.   April 4, 2011, the Fuller Road Fire Depart-

ment had a presentation where the town departments, as well 

as McKownville Fire Department and Westmere Fire Depart-

ment from the town of Guilderland and community partners 

presented the family with checks to assist them in this time of 

need.  The Albany County Burn Fund also presented a check 

to the family.  Dennys, the Rosseville PTA Ryans Produce 

and Coccadots also made presentations.  The family was very 

appreciattive and it shows what the brotherhood is all about. 

   April 12, was a happier night; I had the pleasure of going to 

McKownville Fire Department with Mr. Tom With where we 

made a 50 year presentation to Stanley Gecewicz.  Certifi-

cates from FASNY, Hudson Mohawk and Hudson Valley 

were presented.  Stanley was so pleased that he was given 

certificates and felt he really did nothing special.  But as we 

all know 50 years in the Fire Service is quite an accomplish-

ment.  This was a home coming to me.  When I was 5 years 

old my father belonged to McKownville and there were pic-

tures of my parents on the wall but most of all I saw some 

people I have not seen in a long time.  Thank you to 

McKownville for the invitation and the honor to present Stan 

with the certificates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the photo are From the left: Past Chief David P. Clancy; PP HMVFA Tom 

With;  Albany County VP Kathie Wood;  Stanley Gecewicz; and, Chief An-

thony Cortese. 

   Albany County will be having their Annual Meeting and 

elections on June 8, 2011 at the Delmar Pavilion at 7:30PM.    

East Greenbush FC Hosts Mass Casualty 

Incident Training 

   The East Greenbush Fire Company conducted a Mass Casu-

alty Incident Training Exercise on Saturday, April 9, 2011. 

The multi-agency drill was designed to simulate a passenger 

train derailment in concert with partners CSX, Amtrak, Rens-

selaer Iron and Steel, Inc., BullEx and MES Fire Equipment. 

The drill was staged on the property of Rensselaer Iron in the 

Port of Rensselaer.  

   Twelve Rensselaer Fire Companies and four EMS agencies 

participated in the five car derailment scenario. Crews per-

formed rescue and extrication evolutions, with a special em-

phasis on extrication techniques and proper use of the tools. 

Five surplus CDTA buses were strategically overturned and 

staged to provide a realistic train derailment environment. The 

movement of manpower, tools, rescue and firefighting equip-

ment to a remote location, given the inherent limited access of 

the passenger right of way, was an important factor of the drill 

scenario. In addition to the on-scene scenario, all of the active 

drill participants were provided a four hour training provided 

by Amtrak staff.   

   East Greenbush Fire Chief Ed DiMartino said ―every pas-

senger train heading to New York City passes through the 

East Greenbush Fire District as well as twice daily passenger 

trains heading east toward Boston. With this daily volume, we 

must be prepared to 

respond to an incident 

and provide emergency 

assistance to passengers 

and provide fire protec-

tion. Our partners have 

provided us with the 

equipment and the loca-

tion and made this MCI 

Crews using airbags to remove                   drill  a success.‖ 

 victim drill a success.ò  
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PROGRAM FOR 2011 HUDSON VALLEY VOLUNTEER  

FIREMENõS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
 

Wednesday, June 15  
   

1:00 PM Board of Directors Meeting (Conference Center)  
3:00 PM Auxiliary Board of Directors Meeting (White Lion Room)  
6:00 PM Past Presidents Dinner (location to be announced)  
7:00 PM Auxiliary Registration Opens (Outside White Lion Room)  
8:00 PM Registration Opens (Conference Center)  
  

Thursday, June 16  
  

8:00 AM Registration Opens (Conference Center)  
8:00 AM Auxiliary Registration Opens (Outside White Lion Room)  
8:00 AM Auxiliary Breakfast (White Lion Room)  
9:00 AM Convention Opening Meeting ï Memorial Service included (Conference Cen-

ter)  
10:00 AM Auxiliary General Session (White Lion Room)  
1:00 PM Convention 2nd Session Meeting (Conference Center)  
1:00 PM Auxiliary General Session Continues (White Lion Room)  
4:00 PM Red Vest Outing (Usherôs Park) 
4:00 PM Blue Vest Outing (VFW in West Glens Falls)  
  

Friday, June 17  
  
        8:00 AM Registration Opens (Conference Center)  

                9:00 AM Convention 3rd Session Meeting (Conference Center)  
1:00 PM (Approximately) Convention Closes  
1:00 PM (Approximately) HVVFA Board of Directors Organizational Meeting 

(Conference Center)  
5:00 PM Forming for Mardi Gras Parade (Behind Lake George High School)  
7:00 PM Mardi Gras Parade ñAlways Rememberò (Canada Street) 
8:30 PM Mardi Gras Parade Awards to be given out on the front lawn of the Fort Wil-

liam Henry  
  

Saturday, June 18  
  
  11:00 AM Forming of Dress Parade (See line up)  

                 1:00 PM  Dress Parade Begins (Canada Street)  
  4:00 PM Post Parade Celebration Begins (FWH grounds)  

                 8:00 PM Awarding of Trophies on the front lawn of the Fort William Henry  
  

Jason L. Sherry 

President 
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2011 Convention Parade Line Up 

 
ESCORT DIVISION 2011 

WARREN COUNTY / STATE POLICE CARS 

RED KNIGHT MOTORCYCLE CLUB 
HUDSON VALLEY FIREMENS OFFICERS 

HUDSON VALLEY AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

GRAND MARSHAL 
E-1 PAWLING FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-2 LAKE GEORGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-3 WALLKILL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-4 BAY RIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-5 SHAKER ROAD LOUNDONVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-6 HADLEY – LUZERNE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-7 FULLER ROAD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-8 NORTH QUEENSBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-9 VOORHEESVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-10 SOUTH QUEENSBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-11 THORNWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-12 WARRENSBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-13 BREWSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-14 QUEENSBURY CENTRAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-15 HIGHLAND FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-16 HOPE HOSE FIRE COMPANY 

E-17 NEW WINDSOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-18 BRIARCLIFF FIRE DEPARTMENT 
E-19 IRVINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

E-20 BUCHANAN FIRE COMPANY 

 

FIRST DIVISION PARADE LINE UP 2011 
RED KNIGHTS MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

1-1  CRONOMER VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1-2  UNION FIRE COMPANYBALLSTON SPA 

1-3  HIGHLAND ENGINE COMPANY #1 
1-4  PUTNAM VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1-5  RUBY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1-6  KERHONKSON FIRE COMPANY 
1-7  KINGSBURY HOSE COMPANY #1 

1-8  EAGLE-MATT LEE FIRE COMPANY #1 

1-9  FORT EDWARD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
1-10 NEWLAND-WOOD FIRE COMPANY 

1-11MIDWAY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1-12 RAVENA HOSE COMPANY #1 
1-13 ORANGETOWN FIRE COMPANY #1 

1-14 COEYMANS HOLLOW FIRE COMPANY  

1-15 WEST HURLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
1-16 VALHALLA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1-17 S.W. JOHNSON S.F.E. COMPANY #1 

1-18 EXCELSIOR FIRE ENGINE CO. (PEARL RIVER) 

1-19 EAST GREENBUSH FIRE COMPANY 

1-20 COLONIE VILLAGE FIRE COMPANY 
1-21 COEYMANS FIRE COMPANY 

 

SECOND DIVISION PARADE LINE UP 
RED KNIGHT MOTORCYCLE CLUB  
2-1 VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSOCIATION OF TAPPAN 

2-2 ROMBOUT FIRE COMPANY 

2-3 WOODSTOCK FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2-4 WILTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-5 MARLBORO HOSE COMPANY #1 

2-6 JOHN PAULDING ENG. COMPANY #1 (SPARKILL) 
2-7 NANUET FIRE COMPANY 

2-8 DELMAR FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-9 PORT EWEN FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-10 S.W.JOHNSON ENGINE COMPANY #2 

2-11 ARDSLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-12 MAHOPAC FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2-13 VERPLANK FIRE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 

2-14 HASBROUCK ENGINE COMPANY #1 

2-15 HUDSON FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-16 ATHENS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2-17 BOGHT COMMUNITY FIRE COMPANY 

2-18 MT. MARION FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2-19 GREENPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT 
2-20 HIGHLAND HOSE COMPANY #1 

2-21 MENANDS FIRE COMPANY #1 

 

THIRD DIVISION PARADE LINE UP  
RED KNIGHTS MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

3-1 MELLENVILLE FIRE COMPANY 
3-2 CLIFTON PARK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

3-3 EXEMPT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION (POUGHKEEPSIE) 

3-4 WEST FORT ANN FIRE COMPANY 
3-5 ARLINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

3-6 WEST CRESCENT FIRE DEPARTMENT 

3-7 GRAND BOULEVARD FIRE COMPANY (NISKAYUNA) 
3-8 TOWN OF LEXINGTON FIRE COMPANY 

3-9 WAYNE HOSE COMPANY #1 (STONY POINT) 

3-10 LAKE MOHEGAN FIRE ASSOCIATION (PEEKSKILL) 
3-11 DAVID B. ROCHE FIRE DEPARTMENT (THIELLS) 

3-12 SCHUYLER HEIGHTS FIRE COMPANY 

3-13 CONQUEROR HOOK & LADDER (TARRYTOWN) 
3-14 WEST GLENS FALLS FIRE COMPANY 

3-15 COXSACKIE HOSE COMPANY #1 

3-16 CATSKILL FIRE COMPANY 
3-17 CARMEL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

3-18 MILLWOOD FIRE COMPANY #1 

3-19 MECHANICVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
3-20 SILVER LAKE FIRE COMPANY 

3-21 HILLCREST FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 

FOURTH DIVISION PARADE LINE UP 2011 
RED KNIGHTS MOTOR CYCLE CLUB 
4-1 OSSINING FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-2 CHELSEA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-3 MALOPAC FIRE DEPARTMENT 
4-4 KATONAH FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-5 WEST ALBANY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
4-6 D.M. HAMILTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-7 OLIVER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-8 COLDENHAM FIRE COMPANY 
4-9 CORNELL HOOK & LADDER COMPANY 

4-10 PLATTERKILL FIRE & RESCUE 

4-11 RED HOOK FIRE COMPANY 
4-12 NEW SALEM FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-13 HARTFORD FIRE COMPANY 

4-14 WEST ATHENS-LIME STREET FIRE COMPANY 
4-15 NIVERVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-16 PHILMONT FIRE COMPANY 

4-17 BULLVILLE FIRE COMPANY 
4-18 Mc KNOWNVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

4-19 HAINES FALLS FIRE COMPANY 

4-20 HUNTER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS OFFICE 

HOURS FOR CONVENTION 
Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï  

12:00 Noon ï 1:00PM 

Wednesday June 15, 2011 ï  

8:00PM ï 10:00PM 

Thursday June 16, 2011 ï 

 8:00AM ï 3:00PM 

Friday June 17, 2011 ï  

8:00AM ï 11:00AM 
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ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  If you chair a com-

mittee which generates revenue for, or expenses to the Associa-

tion, you are required to submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget 

and Finance Committee by April 15, of each year for the follow-

ing year.  Failure to do so will result in no funds being allotted for 

your committee.  It has not been strictly enforced in the past but it 

is going to be in the future.  THEREFORE:  Any committee 

which does not submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget and Fi-

nance Committee by April 15, 2012, will not receive any funding 

for the 2012-2013 year. Budget Proposals can be sent to: 

                       Robert T. Wescott, Sr.– Chair                                                                                                  

                       Budget & Finance Committee                                                                                               

                       187 Aviation Rd.                                                                                           

                       Queensbury, NY 12804                                                                                

                       518-793-4649                                                                                                    

                      rtwescottsr@gmail.com                                                                                             

MARDI GRAS PARADE LINE UP 2011 

 
POLICE CARS 

HUDSON VALLEY OFFICERS 

HUDSON VALLEY AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

ROYAL ORDER BLUE VEST 

ROYAL ORDER RED VEST 

M/G-1 LAKE GEORGE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-2 WALLKILL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-3 SHAKER ROAD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-4 FULLER ROAD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-5 VOORHEESVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-6 HIGHLAND FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-7 CRONOMER VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-8 KERHONKSON FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-9 KINGSBURY HOSE COMPANY #1 

M/G-10 FORT EDWARD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-11 NEWLAND-WOOD FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-12 MIDWAY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-13 RAVENA HOSE COMPANY #1 

M/G-14 WEST HURLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-15 S.W.JOHNSON S.F.E. COMPANY #1 

M/G-16 EAST GREENBUSH FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-17 COLONIE VILLAGE FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-18 COEYMANS FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-19 WILTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-20 PORT EWEN FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-21 ATHENS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-22 HUDSON FALLS FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-23 MENANDS FIRE COMPANY #1 

M/G-24 CLIFTON PARK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-25 EXEMPT FIRE ASSOCIATION 

M/G-26 WEST CRESCENT FIRE DEPARTMENT 

M/G-27 GRAND BOULEVARD FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-28 NEW HAMBURGER FIRE DISTRICT 

M/G-29 SOUTH GLENS FALLS FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-30 WEST GLENS FALLS FIRE COMPANY 

M/G-31 COXSACKIE HOSE COMPANY #3 

This yearôs Training Seminar: 

 
! ! ! STOP, LOOK, & LISTEN  ! ! !  

FIREFIGHTER SAFETY AT 

RAILROAD INCIDENTS 

 

   ALL WELCOME TO THE HVVFA TRAIN-

ING & EDUCATION COMMITTEE’S POWER-

POINT SEMINAR ON SAFE OPERATIONS OF 

FIRST RESPONDERS AT RAILROAD INCI-

DENTS ON ALL TYPES OF RAILROADS, IN-

CLUDING PASSENGER AND FREIGHT SER-

VICE, SEASONAL TOURIST AND SIGHT-

SEEING RAILWAYS, TRAIN YARDS, 

GRADE CROSSINGS, TYPES OF RAIL CARS, 

ENGINES AND THEIR POWER SOURCES, 

HAZARDOUS CARGOES, UNITED NATIONS 

HAZ-MAT PLACARDING, DERAILMENTS, 

COLLISIONS, RUNAWAYS; TRAIN TRACK 

AND RIGHT-OF-WAY FIRES, AND FIRE 

TRAINS, ETC. 

   ANY RAIL OPERATIONS IN YOUR RE-

SPONSE OR MUTUAL AID AREAS MAKES 

THIS PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION BY 

EVAN EISENHANDLER AND HIS RAIL 

SAFETY TEAM, A MUST-SEE FOR YOUR 

OWN SAFETY AND REPORTING TO FEL-

LOW FIREFIGHTERS AND EMTS BACK 

HOME. 

   CERTIFICATES AND INFO MATERIAL 

PROVIDED. 

 

  For More Information please contact T&E 

Training Committee Chairman JOHN MULLI-

GAN at the Convention. 

 

 ñFIREFIGHTER SAFETY AT 

RAILROAD INCIDENTSò 

 

1:00 P.M. JUNE 16, 2011 

AT 

FORT WILLIAM HENRY HOTEL, 

LAKE GEORGE, NY 

 
Submitted by: 

John Mulligan, HVVFA 

T&E  Committee Chairman 
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  LAST CHANCE TO íTOOLî AROUND TOWN 
ON YOUR  OWN  OCC CHOPPER. 

RAFFLE TICKET ARE STILL AVAILABLE 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM ALL COUNTY VICE PRESIDENTS, 
ALL OFFICERS, AND MANY MEMBERS OF HUDSON VALLEY 
VOLUNTEER FIREMENðS ASSOCIATION. 
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS: 
President, Vincent Galvin; 1st Vice President, Delbe Spath; 2nd Vice President, 
Marilyn Schrader; Recording Secretary, Robert Creifelds; Financial Secretary, 
George Hill; Treasurer, James Ryan; Assistant Treasurer, Michael Karashay; Past 
President, Donald Farrell. Directors: James Coons; Joseph Mellan; George Stacey; 
Duncan Wilson; Fred Pettingell; Robert Boddie; Charles Eberhardt; George Woolsey. 
COUNTY VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Kathie Wood; George Harp; Joanne Shafer; William Elliott; George Stacey; Kenneth 
Kruehne; Jeffrey Bergstrom; Michael Bensen, Jr.; John Coyle, IV; Gerald Mehan; 
Kenneth Askew; Thomas Totten; Robert Quirk; Steven Drino; Alvon Macauley; and 
Jeanne OðBrien. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 



Page 15 JUNE   2011 THE HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER 

 

T h e  L a k e 

George Volunteer Fire 

Company held its an-

nual installation of offi-

cers on Saturday, April 

9th at the Holiday Inn in 

Lake George.  Fire-

f i g h t e r  B a r b a r a 

McGuirk was honored 

at the dinner with the 

company’s Phil Wood 

Award.  This award is 

named in honor of Past 

Chief Phillip Wood and 

is given to a member of 

the company that has 

continuously gone above and beyond on behalf of the com-

pany and the community.  This award is only given out when 

the past recipients committee feels that someone in the com-

pany is deserving of the recognition.  The award was created 

thirty five years ago and in the history of the award there 

have only been twenty two recipients.  There are only nine 

award winners that are still alive and active members of the 

company.   

   The tradition of volunteerism and dedication has been 

handed down throughout the history of the fire service and 

this award follows that tradition.  Previous family recipients 

include Wayde Earl in 1979, his son John in 1995, Robert 

McKinney in 1982, Tom McKinney in 1989 and now Bar-

bara McGuirk in 2011. Barbara is the first female firefighter 

to receive this award and this is the only time that a daughter 

and sister of previous recipients has been honored with this 

distinguished honor.   

   The nomination letter touted Barbara’s accomplishments 

over her fifteen years of fire service.  Barbara has been re-

sponsible for many fund raising campaigns for members of 

the department and the community that were in need. She 

was also responsible for overseeing many special events for 

the company. The letter also referenced Barbara’s continuous 

contribution on behalf of the Hudson Valley Association and 

FASNY as well as the many years she has served as the fire 

company secretary.  

   Other awards that were handed out at the dinner were the 

annual President’s Award which was given to Howard (Mac) 

MacDonald for his dedicated service to the company.  Chief 

James Barber was honored for the years he served as chief of 

the department.   

Thomas McKinney 

President LGVFD 

BARBARA  McGUIRK, Lake George Fire  

Company, Honored with PhillipWood Award 

 

         COXSACKIE HOSE CO.#3 

        LINE OFFICER'S  2011-2012 
  

     FOREMAN: RAYMOND COOK 

      1ST ASST: KEN BAUER 

      2ND ASST: STEVE SALLUCE JR. 

 

         COXSACKIE FIRE DEPT. 

            OFFICERS 2011-2012 

     CHIEF: BARRY RAUSCH SR. D.M  HAMILTON #2 

 1ST ASST : SHAWN BURDICK  COXSACKIE HOSE #3 

 2ND ASST: DAVE VANDUREN COXSACKIE HOSE #3 

     SEC. DAWN MARIE SMITH COXSACKIE #3 

    TREAS.  KEN BAUER COXSACKIE #3 

                  FIRE WARDENS: 

           COXSACKIE HOSE CO.#3 

            DAWN MARIE SMITH 

               MICHAEL SCHOMAKER 

                D.M. HAMILTON #2 

              DONALD QUINLIVAN 

                  SCOTT VEDDER 
Submitted by: 

Yale Frank 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The LAHVVFA  meeting was held in Kerhonkson on April 

10, with 44 members and guests from 11 counties attending.  

It was nice to see everyone after the long winter and a very 

nice meeting was conducted by our President Marilyn Farrell.  

The luncheon that was served was very good so thank you to 

the Kerhonkson’s Ladies Auxiliary.  We are all looking for-

ward to the 2011 Convention of the Hudson Valley Volunteer 

Firemen’s Association and Auxiliary in beautiful Lake 

George.  All meetings for the Firemen and Ladies’ Auxiliary 

will be held at Fort William Henry Resort on Canada Street.  

The Auxiliary meetings and luncheon will be in The White 

Lion Room in the main building; the Firefighters’ Associa-

tion will meet in the conference center next door.  The execu-

tive Board will meet on Wednesday at 3 PM in the White 

Lion Room and registration will be Wednesday night from 7 

PM to 9 PM in the White Lion Room.  Dues can be paid on 

Wednesday only.  On Thursday, registration will be held 

from 8 to 9 AM.  The meeting will begin at 10 AM.  Joanne 

Jantz, 2 VP, is asking members to bring books to sell at the 

convention and also Spring items. 
See you at the convention. 

Liz Chapman 
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From the Financial Secretary: 
100% Membership 2011: 

Brewster Fire Department, Catskill Fire Company, Coxsackie Hose Co. # 3, Fearless Hook & Ladder Company, Highland 

Falls Fire Department, Highland Lake Fire Department, Hortonville Volunteer Fire Company, Kerhonkson Fire Company, 

Lake George Fire Department, Lake Placid Fire Department, Mahopac Fire Department, Napanoch Fire Company, South 

Glens Falls Fire Company, South Queensbury Volunteer Fire Company and Wallkill Hook, Ladder & Hose Company. 

We welcome the following new members: 
Hortonville: William Conklin, Paul Hendershot, Michael McGrath, 

South Glens Falls Kevin Dickinson, Christopher Dorrer, Robert Harrington, Kattie Holt, Peter Lemery, Logan Marino, John 

Smith Sr. 

Catskill: Troy Lacy, Vito Sciavillo 

Brewster: Frank Becerra,Patrick Crowley, Patrick Fitzgerald, Zachary Maggio, Peter Segreti 

Coxsackie: Kenneth Bauer, Shawn Burdick, Raymond Cook, Donald Daoust, Thomas Davis, Robert Deaver, Robert D’Lo-

rio,Jacob Dufkin, Robert Frank, Ryan Frank, Leonard Govel, Benjamin Hatch, Ronald Hotaling, Joseph Hoogkamp, Harley 

Johnson, Paul Leonardo, Karl Kilts, John Knott, Travis Knott, Wesley Lackie, alex Maurer Jr., Alex Maurer lll, Charles Mar-

tinez, Josh Mattice, Lawrence McCarroll, Brian McGarry, Richard Mirando, William Mirando, Mark Misuraca Jr., Edward 

Mudge Jr., Barry Rausch Jr., Zach Saccoccie, Sal Santonastaso, Stephen Salluce, Stephen Salluce Jr., Michael Schomaker, 

Jeff Smith, Zachary Stickle, Mervin Swartout, Leo Synakowski, Dave Van Duren, Mark Vota, John Weidel and Dominic 

Yannazzone 

Wallkill: Kenneth Craig and William Grube 

Mahopac: Richard Barletta, Matthew Filiponi, Daniel Fiorio, Lauren Fischetti, Melinda Franzese, Salvatore Franzese, Brian 

Gaunt, Stephen Gilbreth,Michael Gray, Tyler Knapp, Angela Kortlang, Anthony Lopez, Matthew Macelhinney, Tamara 

McArdle, John Murphy, Anthony Ortiz, Caitlin Prazenka, James Scanga, Andrew Scopino, Brian Smith, Brandon Timmins 

and Clarissa Zamora 

Shaker Road: Patricia Molesky 

Hillside Lake: Justine Schmidt and Kim Schmidt 

Buchanan: Angela Moray and Robert Outhouse 

Fearless H&L: Robert Penney and Michael Vermilling 

Red Knights MC Club-NY46 

If any Company or Department is interested in 100% Membership 

In the HVVFA 

Please contact the Financial Secretary. 

Thank you. 

George H. Hill, HVVFA Fin.Sec. 

854 Berkshire Road 

Wingdale, NY  12594-1205 


