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CONGRATULATIONS ARE EXTENDED  

TO MR. JAMES A. BURNS 

 

At the FASNY Convention which was held in Alexandria Bay, NY 

 Mr. James A. Burns was elected to fill the vacant position as the new 

1
st
 Vice President. This term will run until August of 2012, at that time  

Mr. Burns will run for the seat of President of FASNY. Mr. Burns fills  

the vacancy created by the untimely passing of Mr. Joseph Kelly earlier 

 this year. Congratulations are extended to Jim, and I know he will do an 

outstanding job. Jim retired as the State of New York Fire Administrator  

a few years ago, thus is very familiar with the fire service. 
                                                                                                                                                                    JJB/ HV Firefighter   
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Albany county reports  

By Albany county v.p.  

Kathie wood  

 

   Vails Gate Fire Department 

Receives SAFER Grant 
   Vails Gate Fire Department received nearly $1 Million 

in SAFER Grant Funds For Recruitment and Retention 

through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-

sponse (SAFER) Grant Program. The SAFER Grant 

program was started in 2005 and has provided similar 

grants to over 2,700 all volunteer departments in addi-

tion to paid and combination (paid and volunteer) de-

partments throughout the country. They recently re-

ceived the news that the money is coming. According to 

Sal Gigante, Chairman, Board of Fire Commissioners, 

òWe are just overwhelmed with the news awarding the 

VGFD with $986,086 in SAFER Grant Funds to support 

our program. This grant will provide us the opportunity 

to recruit new members and to retain our highly trained 

existing members. òThe end result is that the community 

will receive emergency response from a 100% volunteer 

organization that is trained, skilled and motivated to re-

main a part of the all volunteer associationó.  

   Stephen Bedetti, President of the VGFD stated, òWe 

want to encourage high school and college age commu-

nity members to volunteer and join the ranks of the 

VGFD.ó That encouragement and incentive for younger 

members to join and make a commitment now translates 

into higher education tuition assistance funds.  The hope 

is to recruit new members using this benefit coupled with 

the many benefits of volunteering. To attract younger 

members to volunteer their time and talents, the VGFD 

knew they had to be creative and offer a benefit in return 

for the commitment to firefighting. For more informa-

tion about becoming a volunteer with the Vails Gate Fire 

Department and taking advantage of the SAFER Grant 

Funds email us at VGFD-tap@vailsgatefd.com  

Submitted by: 
Fran Galu 

 

 

 

 

 

 his service while remembering everybody else who died on 

that tragic day.  We will never forget that saddest of days, we 

will never forget Shawn Bowman, and I ask that g-d bless all 

of them and their families.  Thank you to FF Howard Alt-

schule of Mckownville Fire Department. 

   October 1, 2011 Albany County will present the Walter W 

Eck Fire Police Seminar.  Registration is at 8am at Fuller 

Road Fire Department.  For more information contact Tom 

With at 518-438-7486. 

   On November 3 2011 Shaker Road Loudonville FD will be 

host to Effective Fire Department Officer Part II for more 

information and registration go to FASNY.com. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   I want to thank McKownville Chief Russ Becker and Com-

missioner Lori Becker for getting me this information.  I was 

moved upon reading this and I hope you are as well. 

Remember each day to keep our brothers and sisters in the 

military in prayer and may we all go home. 

   The Members of the McKownville Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment announced a Memorial Dedication and Service was 

held on Sunday, September 11, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. It is called 

the The Shawn E. Bowman, Jr. Memorial Dedication in 

honor of a special person in their department. 

   Shawn Bowman attended college at the State University of 

New York at Albany.  Despite having a very full course load, 

he decided to volunteer his time by joining the McKownville 

Fire Department.  At the time, I served as Captain of the de-

partment and was responsible for training and leadership of 

those firefighters in the department.  My job was to train 

Shawn and make sure that he stayed safe while being in-

volved in firematic activities.  I had the pleasure of riding on 

many fire calls with Shawn during the weekdays and week-

ends.  During the weekdays, it was often Shawn, me and a 

couple of our 60 and 70 year old members.  When Shawn 

wasnôt in class, he always made an effort to come to the fire-

house for weekly drill, monthly meetings and the many fire 

calls we had.  I remember Shawn being a well-educated guy 

who really wanted to learn and be a part of the fire ser-

vice.  Shawnôs contributions were many, and he served the 

Town of Guilderland and the McKownville community well 

with his time and efforts.   

   The day I learned about Shawnôs death in the World Trade 

Center attacks, I remember feeling sad and angry all at the 

same time.  Like so many other people who died in those 

cowardly attacks, I wondered how such a good guy was taken 

from this world so early and in such a manner.  I later came 

to find out that Shawn was married, had a young son at home 

and that his wife was pregnant with their second child when 

he died.  At that time, my heart sunk even further.  I remem-

ber including him and his family in my prayers with the 

hopes that some higher authority would watch over his young 

family.  To this day, I really canôt imagine going through 

what his wife Jennifer and his two young sons have experi-

enced, but I realize they must have a network of great friends 

and close family who helped them through this tragedy.  I do 

know that if his sons have the same kindness, smarts and 

willingness to help others that Shawn had, then they will 

grow up to be very successful and well liked people.  And 

there is no doubt in my mind that Shawn continues to smile 

down on his sons and his wife.   

   I felt compelled to spearhead this effort to build a Septem-

ber 11, 2001 Memorial in Shawnôs name because we have a 

personal reason to do this, we lost one of our friends, a for-

mer member and we need to honor Shawn and thank him for  

mailto:VGFD-tap@vailsgatefd.com
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   We have enjoyed a very busy summer and look forward to an 

even busier fall here in Orange County! 

   The OCVFA will hold their convention in September, hosted by Salisbury Mills Fire Co, check out all of the events/plans on 

our website www.ocvfa.us 

   Barry Marshall from the New Windsor Fire Dept was the proud recipient of the Chiefôs Award at their annual dinner, con-

gratulations Barry, keep up the great work. 

   Orange County has a fantastic Firefighterôs Museum, located in Montgomery, NY.   They recently dedicated the Fire Safety 

Education Center, and awarded the first Firefighter Educator of the Year award to Amy Connor, a member of the Good Will 

Fire Department.  Full story is available on their website www.ocfm.us 

   Our biggest plans are those supporting Rick Penney for 2nd Vice President of HVVFA.  We are gathering support and paving 

the way to a successful election in 2012!  Everyone is invited to check out our FACEBOOK page ï Elect Rick Penney ï 2nd VP, 

Hudson Valley Vol. Firemenôs Association - 2012, and join the cause! 

   We have experienced a few losses to our OCVFA family, most recently - it is with deep regret that we share the passing of 

OCVFA Past President Bart Bryan, (Bart recently resided in Florida enjoying the sunshine) and Life Member Gregory Kauf-

mann from Fleet H&L in Montgomery.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to their family and friends. 

   On August 7th, we celebrated Orange County Day at the Firemenôs Home; we enjoyed a wonderful BBQ lunch prepared by 

the OCVFA LA, even with a little grill fire!  The food was great; we spent time with OC resident Mary Pimento as she came 

out to watch the horseshoe contest, once again I was somehow convinced that I should play this wonderful game!  I was on a 

mixed team, we did pretty good, winning our first game, and then coming in 2nd to the Master Horseshoe players ï Matt Gayton 

and Vicky Gibson from Winona Lake.  Next year I think I will ñbe in the museumò during horseshoes!!    The Menôs teams 

finished with Matt Gayton and Charlie Woznick 1st; Barry Marshall and Robert Brown 2nd.  Once again a very success fund 

drive for Operation Small Change, OC donated $2850 to the cause and continues to strive to increase that each year. 

 

The picture says it ALL!!  
The Orange County Volun-

teer Firemenôs Association  

supports Rick for 2nd Vice 

President HVVFA in 2012.  
Join the cause, spread the word, 

email secretary@ocvfa.us for more 

information, check us out on  

Facebook at: 

 Elect Rick Penney  
Make plans to attend the convention now, 

hotel rooms are available, hospitality tent 

plans are in full swing!  
 

 

 

Paid for by ñFriends to Elect Rickò 

ORANGE COUNTY REPORTS:  
Fran Galu, Orange County Vice President  

http://www.ocvfa.us
http://www.ocfm.us
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
  President, Delbe Spath; Vice President, Marilyn Schrader; 2nd Vice President,  

Joe Mellan; Recording Secretary, June Gunza; 
Financial Secretary, George Hill; Treasurer, Mike Karashay;  

Past President,.Vincent Galvin. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, George Stacey, Duncan Wilson, Tom Totten  

Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart, George Woolsey 

and Vincent Galvin 

. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J. Balling,  Chairman, 

Liaison Director,  Tom Totten 

Committee Members: 

Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 John Mulligan,  

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*special assistant from LAHVVFA, 

 William C.òScoopò Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW, 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Liz Chapman,  

All County Vice Presidents 

Stuart Gates, member emeritus 

  

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 
December 20 for February  (issue #4) 

February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 
April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 

 
For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 

 

BULLETIN BOARD  

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to  
Chairman  Edward V. Butler, Jr. 

139 Putnam Avenue, Brewster, NY 10509 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2012 

 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2012 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 
8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2012 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

*** NOTICE ***  

To all readers, if you come across any omissions, 

typos, or just downright mistakes I can blame it all 

on a torrent called Irene. It seems she blew into town 

last weekend and left her calling card where-ever 

she visited; that includes my home. She stopped by 

to visit on Sunday and left me without power, cable, 

internet service  or telephone service all week. This 

coincided  with my getting this newsletter set up; I 

couldnôt even access my emails because most were 

ñunreadò. We finally got internet/phone service 

back LATE THURSDAY NIGHT (9/1/11), however, 

I am still on generator power. Diana and I will 

proofread what we can, but, it has to be in the hands 

of the printer by next weekend the latest. There is no 

way I could finish composing it and get it out to one 

of my regular proofers. 

 

Past President, Robert Darling 

Celebrates 90th Birthday  
   HV Past President, Robert 

Darling celebrated his 90th 

birthday with a party at the 

Catskill Fire Companyôs 

quarters on August 9, 2011. 

Many ñold time friendsò 

and firefighters as well as a 

large number of the 

younger generation fire-

fighters (and friends )

showed up to help Bob 

celebrate this event. A number 

of HVVFA members as well as 

LAHVVFA members were 

also in attendance.  

   Bob and Roberta would like 

to thank Catskill Fire Co. and 

Auxiliary for their assistance 

with the arrangements and to 

all those who stopped in to help Bob in celebrating this 

birthday. 
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DATES WE HOPE TO SEE YOU  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press time.  

If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

October 1 Walter W. Eck Sr. Bi-Annual Fire Police Seminar 
Fuller Road Fire Dept ï Albany County         8:00 AM      

11 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

 Beaverkill Valley Fire Company                     8:00 PM               
 12 Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting  

  Lafayette Chemical Company - Valatie          7:30 PM  

14 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 
 Volunteer Hose Co. No. 2 ï W. Haverstraw   8:00 PM  

 14 & 15 VFPASNY Fall Meeting 

  Spencerport Fire Districts Station No. 1 
Monroe County 

 16 Hudson Valley VFA Fall Meeting 

 Wallkill Hook, Ladder & Hose Company   1:00 PM           

 18 Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting       8:00 PM   

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Cedar Grove Fire Company                            8:00 PM                             
 22 Region 3 Fire Police Fall Meeting 

  Galway Fire Department                                 9:00  PM  

 23 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Fall Meeting 

  Wayne Hose Co. No. 1 ï Stony Point         Noontime  

 26 Washington Cty. VFPA Monthly Meeting      7:30 PM 

 
 

November   3 Greene County VFA Fall Meeting 

  Cornell Hook & Ladder Co. New Baltimore   7:00 PM  
  9 Saratoga County VFA Annual Meeting 

  Stillwater Fire Department                               7:30 PM                      
 11 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Wayne Hose Co.  No. 1 ï Stony Point             8:00 PM 

 15 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Milton Fire Company No. 2                             8:00 PM 

 28 Putnam County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Lake Carmel Fire Department                          8:00 PM                       
 29 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Storm King Engine Company No. 2               8:00 PM             

  
 

December    9 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  Nanuet Fire Engine Company ï Nanuet          8:00 PM 
  14 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting         7:30 PM  

  Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Bloomington Fire Company No. 1                   8:00 PM                

 17 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Christmas Party 

  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson                         Noontime 

  

 

 

Convention Site Committee Report: 

   The South Glens Falls Fire Company will be hosting the 
2012 Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemen's Association con-
vention. Plans are under way to give everyone a great con-
vention. The registration for the auxiliary and their meetings 
will be held at the Fort Edward Firehouse. Lunch will be held 
there also. The association meetings will be held at the South 
Glens Falls Firehouse on Route #197 just up from exit #17 of 
the Northway. There will be a Hudson Valley Convention 
meeting on September 18th at 1:00 P.M. at the South 
Glens Falls Firehouse on Route #197. There will be more 
information coming out soon. Any questions, call Tom Tracy 
at 518-792-0510 or e-mail safety1sgf@hot mail.com.  

Submitted by: 
Tom Tracy 

safety1sgf@hot 

 

 

 

Annual Home Day 
 The Royal Order of the Blue Vests hosted their 

Annual Home Day at the Firemenôs Home, in Hudson, on 

June 25, 2011. The Officers and Members of the Royal Or-

der of the Blue Vests started arriving about 7:30 am. It was 

time for the corn to be husked and the shrimp to be prepared. 

Firemenôs Home resident, Mr. William ñBillyò (aka Scoop) 

Rosenhagen was available to supervise the preparations and 

to offer several helpful comments when appropriate.    

 The Annual Home Day was officially started with 

the arrival of several members of the staff around 11:00 am. 

From then on, it was almost non-stop in the serving of the 

refreshments. The refresh-

ments were served to the 

staff and to the residents. 

This year, the refreshments 

included salad, coleslaw, 

macaroni salad, corn on the 

cob, sliced roast beef, gravy, 

rolls, watermelon, raw 

clams, and huge three bite 

shrimp. The residents who arrived at noontime were served 

and the remaining residents that decided to remain inside 

were served in the Home. A special ñThank Youòò to Mr. 

Paul Beaumont and his staff from the Firemenôs Home 

kitchen for the delicious meal and for the excellent service 

they provided, to George Stacey for coordinating the Annual 

Home Day, and to George Harp and James Coons for the 

many hours (& years) that they spend making sure that eve-

rything runs smoothly at the Annual Home Day.  

 There are almost eighty residents (male & female) 

in the Firemenôs Home. They enjoy the festivities. The resi-

dents enjoy the feeling that their brother & sister firefighterôs 

care year round. It is 

the spirit of friend-

ship that we share 

with the residents. 

 There were 

many officers and 

members of the 

Royal Order of the 

Blue Vests in atten-

dance. There also are 

many members who 

contribute throughout the year that were unable to attend. 

These people make the Annual Home Day a huge success. 

Thank you for your support and for all that the Royal Order 

of the Blue Vests members do throughout the year for the 

residents in the Firemenôs Home in Hudson.  
Article by: Mike Cesare; 

Pics by John Balling 

  

    

mailto:safety1sgf@hot
mailto:safety1sgf@hot


Page 6 OCTOBER  2011  THE HUDSON VALLEY FIREFIGHTER  


