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2nd  Vice President 

Delbe Spath 
         It is the first of April and I 

received a E-Mail from John 

Balling saying that the conven-

tion edition article has to be in by 

April 20th , so I am sitting down 

and starting .  

          I canót believe a year has 

almost gone by.   As you get 

older it seems to go by much 

faster. This year we have hired a 

promoter for the convention at 

Lake George and have met with him two times and had a 

meeting canceled  because of snow and ice. We plan to get 

together with him April 17th before our April 18th  meeting.  I 

canôt  tell you much at this time because I am writing this 

before that meeting.  So far everything is going well and 

looking good.  I look forward to seeing you all at the conven-

tion in Lake George. 

          The volunteer fire service should stand up and be very 

proud of the service it gave this winter. With two large snow 

storms, flooding and volunteers in the station 24 hours or 

more going to calls for trees and wires down, with roads not 

plowed very well, we did our job with no questions asked and 

what a good job everybody did for our communities. 
Delbe Spath, 

H.V.  2nd   Vice President 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARYôS OFFICE HOURS FOR 

CONVENTION  

 

Wednesday June 16, 2010 ï 12:00 Noon ï 1:00PM 

Wednesday June 16, 2010 ï 8:00PM ï 10:00PM 

Thursday June 17, 2010 ï 8:00AM ï 3:00PM 

Friday June 18, 2010 ï 8:00AM ï 11:00AM 

 

CONNIE WOOD  

NAMED 

òEXPLORER OF 

THE YEARó 

AT SHAKER 

ROAD-

LOUDONVILLE  

Shaker Road Loudonville  

Explorer Post 475  
   Connie Wood daughter of 

Albany County VP was 

named Explorer of the Year 

for her hard work and dedica-

tion to the Explorer Post at 

the recent Installation Dinner.  

This is where our future lays 

so let us all promote all the Junior Firefighters and Explorers in 

the Hudson Valley Counties.  The explorer post is also celebrat-

ing its 35th anniversary.  Many of our current officers including 

Chief Leonardo have come up the ranks following their years as 

an explorer.   So once again congratulations to Connie. 

Pictured above are advisors Luane Quinn, Kellie Faust ,Tim 

Gaffney and Connie Wood.  

Military Firefighters to Be Honored at 

National Fallen Firefighters Memorial 
   The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation has an-

nounced that military firefighters who die while per-

forming firefighting duties will be honored at the Na-

tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial located here on the 

campus of the National Emergency Training Center.  

Board Chairman Denny Compton stated, "It was an 

oversight that the military firefighters were not in-

cluded from the very beginning, and the Foundation's 

Board of Directors feels strongly that it is time to cor-

rect this situation. Those military personnel whose pri-

mary positions are firefighters should be honored if 

they die in the line of duty while fighting a fire .ò 
  

National Fallen Firefighters Foundation 

http://firehero.00b.org/ajtk/servlet/JJ?H=13aw8k&R=10000112
http://firehero.00b.org/ajtk/servlet/JJ?H=13aw8k&R=10000112
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                      News from 

                                     The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

   Well, here 

I go again. 

To pick up 

where I left 

off the last 

time. The 

w e a t h e r 

broke and 

we finally 

finished our 

s h u f f l e -

board tour-

nament with 

the mem-

bers and 

auxiliary of 

the Catskill Fire Company. I must say these people are really 

dedicated, they spend many hours commuting over to the 

home for 

each week 

of the tour-

n a m e n t ; 

then they 

host us 

over to 

their station 

for the final 

a n d 

ñcrushing 

b l o w ò . 

These peo-

ple really 

deserve some credit, they cater to our desires and whims. 

THANK YOU ALL! By the way, it seems that by our count 

the residents of 

the Home won the 

tournament, but it 

was an uphill 

fight all the way. 

   On Tuesday, 

March 2, the 

Residentsô Coun-

cil met in the MP 

room, weôre final-

izing the Memo-

rial Service. On March 4th,11th, 18th, and the 25th I did my 

best at sampling all the goodies in ñMamaôs Kitchenò, no 

wonder I donôt lose weight too easily. Itôs a tough job, but 

someone has to do it. On Friday, March 12, some residents  

traveled to St. Patrick's Church in Athens for a delicious 

corned beef and cabbage dinner. On Saturday, the 13th, Chey-

anne the 

t h e r a p y 

d o g 

stopped in 

for a visit; 

later that 

day we had 

the oppor-

tunity to 

s e e  a 

movie (I 

didnôt go, 

so I donôt 

know the 

name of 

the movie.) On March 17th, we held our St. Patrickôs Party in 

the MP Room. On Sunday, the 21st, we went back over into 

Greene County to West Athens-Lime Street Firehouse for 

breakfast. 

   O n 

T uesday 

morning, 

the 22nd, 

s o m e 

s tudents 

from the 

Chatham 

M i d d l e 

S c h o o l 

s t o p p e d 

by to 

s p e n d 

some time 

with the residents. On the 24th, some residents went to Wal-

Mart for a 

shopping spree, 

but some of us 

stayed put to 

see what was 

cooking in the 

ñFireside Bak-

ery.ò Guess 

where I went... 

On Sunday 

morning, the 

2 8 t h ,  w e 

boarded the bus 

again, this time we were enroute to D.M. Hamilton Fire Dept 

for breakfast. On March 31, LAFASNY held its monthly birth 

day party in the MP Room. 

    On April 1st, I once again had to offer my services to sam-

ple the goodies at ñMamaôs Kitchenò. That night we had a 

bingo game in the multi purpose room. On Saturday, the 3rd, 

we colored eggs in preparation for the Easter Bunnyôs arrival 

on Easter Sunday. On Easter Sunday we had a Communion 

Service for those choosing to participate. 
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HELEN TOMLIN  

PRESENTSéé.. 

    Firemenôs Home resident, Ms. Helen 

Tomlin proudly presents her GREAT, 

GREAT GRANDSON, Cody Alessi. Cody 

is the nephew of Joseph Alessi, a firefighter 

from Stottville, N.Y. 

   The proud mommy and daddy are Merry 

and Michael Alessi. 
 

Article and picture 

Courtesy of: 

GREAT, GREAT GRANDMA 

Helen Tomlin, resident 

 
 

 On a sad note, on Wednesday, April 28, 2010, I lost a 

very good friend from here at the Home. Emil Vincent 

Sergi passed away just before lunch. Vinny was noted 

for his friendly smile and ñHi, how ya doin???ò he was 

also my travel companion when weôd go to conventions 

or elsewhere. He was well known by most members 

from all the sectionals. I miss him; and he will be 

missed (BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.) 

   Vinny, thanks for  being a friend. 

   Your friend, 

    Billy Rosenhagen 

   On Tuesday, April 6th, the Residentsô Council held its 

monthly meeting. Everything seems to be in its proper place 

for the Memorial Service 

which is coming up on May 

14th. Please keep in mind this 

will also be the dedication of 

the (first) Stained Glass Win-

dow in our chapel. This was a 

dream project of the late Presi-

dent of the Board of Trustees 

of the Home, James Wright. It 

now becomes a reality and a 

testimonial to a truly great 

friend. Through much hard work and dedicated efforts this 

project will be completed in short order. 

   Later that morning, we had a sing-a-long up on the third 

floor. After lunch we had a gardening session. I had to see 

what this was about as I have to show Diana how to plant a 

g a r d e n 

and flow-

e r s ; 

someone 

needs the 

expertise. 

On Satur-

day, John 

p i c k e d 

me up 

b r i g h t 

and early 

in the 

morning 

and brought me over to Saugerties FD where HVVFA and 

FASNY were conducting a sectional Legislative Conference. 

My job was to be the ñOfficial Registration Officerò. This 

session was well attended and I learned a few things too. I 

also got to visit with ñMy Palò, Assemblyman Peter Lopez. 

   During the next week, I visited with John and Diana and 

ñsupervisedò the installation of their new pool. Good thing I 

was there, the round pool would have been square if I didnôt 

watch those guys. 
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
 President, Donald Farrell; 1st Vice President,  Vincent Galvin; 2nd Vice 

President, Delbe Spath; Recording Secretary. Robert J. Creifelds; Financial 
Secretary, George Hill;  Treasurer, James Ryan; 

 Past President, Thomas McKinney. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, Joseph Mellan, Marilyn L Schrader,  George Woolsey, 

Duncan Wilson, Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart. 

 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J Balling Chairman, 

Committee Members: 
Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 Stuart Gates,    
John Mulligan,  

Joseph Taxiera, 

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*Diana Balling, 

*special assistants from LAHVVFA; 

All County Vice Presidents, 

 William C.òSCOOPò  Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW 

correspondent from LAHVVFA Mary Lou Nash 
 

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 

February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 
 

For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 
 

BULLETIN BOARD  

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREMEN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to  

Chairman Douglas Mann 
103 North Liberty Dr. Stony Point NY  10980 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2011 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2011 
  

  
 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

To the Readers: 

  Well, here we are again at the end of another year. Time 

really flies by when youôre having fun. 

   I want to express my thanks to those people who have con-

tributed to the ñPostage Pot Fundò and the ñPage Dedication 

Fundò. These contributions all go towards making the 

ñFirefighterò self sustaining. In the near future I will make 

recommendations about eliminating most of the 

ñComplimentary Copiesò we send out each issue. 

   About a month ago, I received an email from Mr. Andy 

Jarchin, from Long Island, who stated how he enjoys the 

newsletter, especially the two page spread done by Mr. Wil-

liam C. Rosenhagen, Jr. also known as ñSCOOPò. I gave Bill 

a copy of the email, and he lit up like a Christmas tree. Billy 

takes his job very seriously and diligently goes about collect-

ing his information for his column. If you enjoy his column, 

why not let him know. HE DESERVES IT! 

   Thank you! to those of you who regularly send in articles; 

thatôs what makes this readable. Kathie, Peter, and Kevin are 

the three others who stick out as regular contributors who 

help me out. Hopefully this year the counties will give some 

thought to whom they delegate to act as a county vice presi-

dent. Getting ads and articles has been their prime job for the 

past few years, but few have fulfilled their obligation. If you 

canôt or wonôt fulfill your job, donôt take it. 

   The committee members all bear the responsibility of mak-

ing this look good. AND they do! From the calendar of 

events to the proofreading, these are tedious jobs that the 

crew does well. Thank you all. 

  As we enter into the ñconvention seasonò letôs try to gain 

something from these events. Most sectionals have some sort 

of educational program included. Please attend these sessions 

and learn from them. If they really spark your interest try 

getting the training info to bring back to your department or 

county for local education. In these days we may not be able 

to rely on the State to offer us a program, but we can choose 

to help ourselves. 

   Another thing to consider at conventions is our choice of 

candidate for an office. Is the candidate really the best choice 

for the position or possibly should we consider someone else? 

Donôt be swayed by someone elseôs opinion. Vote for some-

one who you believe can and will do the job to the best of 

their ability. The ñGood Old Boy Syndromeò only works 

against us! 

 

  John Balling, Editor 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press 

time.  If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 
you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 

DATES WE HOPE  

TO SEE YOU  

  
June 8 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Westbrookville Volunteer Fire Company 

  Annual Meeting                          8:00 PM 
 9 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting   7:30 PM   

  Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 

  Glasco Fire Department                8:00 PM 
 11 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  K of C in Haverstraw                    8:00 PM 

 15 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Napanoch Fire Company              8:00 PM 

16 Hudson Valley VFA Pre Convention Meeting 

  Fort William Henry ï Lake George ï Warren                       

  County                                           1:00 PM 

  Hudson Valley VFA Past Presidents Dinner 

 17 &18 Hudson Valley VFA 121st Annual Convention 

  Fort William Henry ï Lake George  

 17 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Steak Roast 

  Queensbury VFW Post ï West Glens Falls 

  Starts 4:00 PM 

  Royal Order of the Red Vests Dinner 

  Starts  4:00 PM 

23 Greene County Fire Police Meeting 

 Hensonville Hose Company    7:30 PM  

 26 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Home Day Program 

  Firemenôs Home in Hudson  11:00 AM 

 28 Putnam County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting  
  North Highlands Fire Department    8:00 PM 

30 Washington County Fire Police Meeting 

 Putnam Volunteer Fire Company No. 1     7:30 PM 
July  8 Columbia County Fire Police Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Copake Fire Department      7:30 PM 

 9 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Hillcrest Fire Company No. 1         8:00 PM 

11 Westchester County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  South Salem Fire  Department           1:30 PM 
 14 Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting    

  Highland Hose Company No. 1          8:00 PM  

 20 Dutchess County VFA Convention Meeting 
  Pawling Fire Department 8:00 PM 

 27 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  New Windsor Fire Department       8:00 PM 
 28 Washington County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 

  Hartford Volunteer Fire Company       7:30 PM 

 30 Ulster County VFA Annual Meeting 
  Wallkill Hook, Ladder & Hose Company  8:00 PM 

 30 & 31  Columbia County VFA Annual Convention 

  Ghent Volunteer Fire Company No. 1    7:30 PM 
August   4 Saratoga County VFA Quarterly Meeting  7:30 PM 

   5 Greene County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Windham Village Hose Company No. 1  8:00 PM    
 10 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  White Lake Fire Company        8:00 PM 

 11 Saratoga County VFA Annual Picnic   6:00 PM  
13 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting  

Hillcrest Fire Co. No. 1 ï Spring Valley  8:00 PM 

 17 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Modena Engine Fire & Rescue      8:00 PM 

 18 ï 20 FASNY # 138th Annual Convention 

  Suffolk County  
 

 

    Yes, the calendar tells us it's Spring but Mother Nature 

isn't too sure yet, but hopefully when you read this you'll be 

warm and packing to go to Lake George for our Convention. 

Speaking of the HVVFA Convention, for those who are not 

members of  the Ladies Auxiliary HVVFA Iôm going to tell 

you the Who What and Where the action will be. The Con-

vention will take place June 16-19 at the Fort William Henry 

Resort, Canada St. Lake George, NY. All the Auxiliary regis-

trations, meetings, luncheon, and President's Breakfast will 

take place in the White Lion Room, Fort William Henry.  

   REMEMBER YOU CAN ONLY PAY DUES ON 

WEDNESDAY EVENING WHEN YOU REGISTER. NO 

DUES WILL BE COLLECTED ON THURS-

DAY.  Wednesday, June 16 Registration 6:00PM to 8:00 PM. 

T h u r s d a y ,  J u n e  1 7 ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM, meeting call to order 10:00 AM, 

Luncheon Noon, reconvene 1:00 PM, Friday, June 18, 

Past-President's Breakfast 10:00 AM. Luncheon tickets, at 

$23.00, may be purchased from Dianne Werner by 

May 28.  Breakfast tickets, at $13.00, may be purchased from 

L i z  C h a p m a n  b y  J u n e  1 .  S a t u r d a y ,  

June 19 Dress Parade. REMEMBER TO BE ELIGABLE 

FOR TROPHIES YOUR AUXILIARY MUST BE IN 

GOOD STANDING, DUES PAID TO DATE. 

   I, and all the LAHVVFA members, hope to see you there. 
                                                     

Submitted by: 

MaryLou Nash, Saratoga Cty. 

 

 

Westchester  County Upcoming Events 

 

   Westchester / Rockland County Day at the Firemanôs Home 

is scheduled for Sunday, July 18, 2010 beginning at 11:00 

am. 

     The 104th Annual Convention and Parade of the West-

chester County Volunteer Firemanôs Association is being 

held in Hastings-on-Hudson in commemoration of the 100th 

Anniversary of Riverview Manor Hose Company #3,  

    The convention meeting will be held on Thursday, Septem-

ber 23rd at Riverview Catering, 1 Warburton Avenue, Hast-

ings-on-Hudson and the parade will be held on Saturday, 

September 25th with step-off at 3:00 pm.  Further details 

about the convention can be obtained at the following web-

site:    http://www.hastings-on-hudson-firedept.org   . 
Submitted by: 

Jeanne O'Brien, WCVP 

  
 

http://www.hastings-on-hudson-firedept.org/
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This page is proudly sponsored by  
Past president William s. buckmaster, jr . 

 

6/2010-6X 

North Branch Fire Department 

Celebrates 100 Year Anniversary 

   The North Branch Fire Department in Sullivan County 

was 100 years old on March 17, 2010. A celebration of this 

mile stone was held on March 20, 2010 with an open house 

at the Fire Station. The open house included several fire-

matic demonstrations and games.  The Department had 

memorabilia on display and delicious refreshments were 

served. 

       Later that evening there was an anniversary dinner and 

dance at the Little Texas Ranch in Obenburgh.  The guest 

speaker for the evening was Joe Kelly Second Vice Presi-

dent of FASNY.  He spoke about Bills in the State Legisla-

ture that FASNY is trying to get passed and various other 

things that FASNY is doing including the voter registration 

drive. Joe also mixed in some pretty good jokes. 

      The MC for the event was Past Chief and Commissioner 

Bob Theodore who called upon Joe Kelly and HVVFA Di-

rector Joe Mellan to give out length of service awards from 

FASNY, HVVFA and the Sullivan County Volunteer Fire-

fighters Association. Those receiving awards were Phil Ba-

nuat 50 years, James Hahl 50 years, Richard Vogler 51 

years, Harry Hust 54 years, John L. Ebert 56 years, Ludwig 

Graner 56 years, Ralph Sykes 63 years, Albert Priebe 64 

years and the Grand Daddy of all Earl Poley for a really note 

worthy 82 years. It is believed that Earl could be one of the 

longest serving firefighter in the state. He still responds to   

calls now and again. 

From left to right Ludwig Graner, John L. Ebert, Joe Kelly and 

Robert Theadore . 

Submitted by: 

Tom Totten, 

Sullivan County V.P. 

 

Editorôs Note: Since the submission of this article and the cited 

event, it is with regret that North Branch F.D. announces the 

passing of Firefighter Earl Poley. He will be missed! 

JJB   

   WHITE SULPHER SPRINGS FIRE DEPT. 

       HOLDS ANNUAL AWARDS  DINNER  
   The White Sulphur 

Springs Fire Depart-

ment held their an-

nual dinner on April 

5 at the Firehouse. 

The Ladies Auxiliary 

prepared the meal of 

roast beef, mashed 

potatoes, beans and 

corn. After dinner 

service awards were 

given out. Robert 

Hogencamp was 

presented a pin for 

60 Years of service. Clinton Robertson and George DeWitt 

were presented a pin for 50 years of service as well as Cer-

tificates for 50 years of service from FASNY, HVVFA, and 

SCVFA. George is still very active; he serves as a commis-

sioner, one of our safety officers and takes a lot of pictures 

of most of our happenings. 

      On April 8, we had election of officers Matt DeWitt 

Chief, Devin Day First Asst, Adam Smith Second Asst. and 

John Picard Jr. Captain. Department Officers are Tim Fink 

President, Kevin 

Austin Vice Pres, 

Ryan Speer Sec. and 

Kurt Scheibe Tres. 

 
From right to left, Matt 

DeWitt, George DeWitt, 
Nelson Durland and Tim 

Fink. 

 
Submitted by: 

Tom Totten, SCVP  

left ,Thomas Hasbrouck, right is Richard Mar-
tinkovic Commissioner of Public Safety for  

Sullivan County  


