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President Vincent Galvin 

Has Some Words 

Of Wisdom... 
 

 

   Itôs hard to believe that time has gone by so 

fast. By the time you read this in October, I 

would have gone through my first one hundred 

days. Not to say the least, I have been busy driv-

ing up and down the valley. No matter where I 

have been, HVVFA has always been well re-

ceived. So far I have been to three conventions 

and more are to come. On a sad note, I have at-

tended too many wakes and funerals, and one is 

too many. One great loss we had was that of 

Robert OôLeary of Beacon who was a great 

friend and a great Representative for the 

DCCVFA and the Valley. He will be greatly 

missed. On another note HVVFA survived their 

first convention and parade hosted by a promoter. 

Even though we did survive we are in the last 

year of our contract and most decide what the HVVFA will do in the future. As most first years, go for something new there 

definitely has to be some tweaking done to make it better. 

 

     On the Legislative front, it looks like the fire service received a few breaks on the following, Source Patient Testing, Can-

cer Impairment and Heart Bill which the latter two were extended for five years. It was because of the great work of our sec-

tionals, FASNY and our elected officials who are pro firefighter that these bills were passed. These three bills were a few that 

as actually on our list and more work needs to be done going forward. If you havenôt heard there are some political figures 

who would like to attack our 2% fund. They have been so bold as to try and get some legislative change on this 2% fund so 

that the fire service does not benefit by it. The only way to stop this is to be diligent on Election Day and only support those 

who support the fire service. 

 

     On the fund raising front we could always use money and a great fund raiser will be coming up in January at the Past Presi-

dents dinner for Don Farrell. HVVFA and Orange County Choppers are going to enter into an agreement to raffle off one of 

those great choppers. So stay tuned for more information. Another great fund raiser for us is dues, as the years have gone by 

many departments as well as individuals have dropped out from being  members. So what we really need is that all who have 

left to come back, and for those companies and individuals who have never joined now is the time to become a member. Re-

member united we stand and divided we fall and in these ever changing times we need to be united on one large front. 

 

   In closing we have some dates to remember and it all depends on when you receive the paper. Sept 26, HVVFA day at 

Home along with Legislative meeting. Oct 10;  Quarterly meeting in Pawling Station 1  25 South Street 1:00pm. Nov 6; Haz 

Mat seminar in Walden. Jan 22, 2011; and Quarterly meeting and Past Presidents Dinner in Tarrytown. 

 

   Last but not least please visit our website (http://www.hvvfa.com)  for all dates and times and also find updated info on the 

HVVFA. 

Vincent Galvin 
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                      News from 

                                     The Home 
 

Billy òScoopó Rosenhagen 

Correspondent 

   We started the month of  July by being scheduled to go 

over to the Village of Saugerties Inspection Parade (4th of 

July Parade). Unfortunately, we encountered a snafu in 

scheduling and we could not make it. On July 16th, the Home 

Residents Council held its monthly meeting. Later on that 

evening, the Red Knights sponsored bingo in the MPR. On 

Sunday, July 11, Rensselaer County Chiefs hosted a BBQ at 

the pavilion.  

   Once again I attended most of the ñMama's Kitchenò and 

ñFireside Bakeryò sessions in an effort to be sure that the 

goodies were edible. They were!!!  On July 17th some resi-

dents boarded Big Red  to head on over to Montgomery FD 

Parade in Orange County. On July 31st, the residents were 

scheduled to attend the 

Columbia County VFA 

Parade. However, I chose 

to go to Ulster County 

VFA Convention Parade 

with my ñmom and dadò. 

Later that afternoon we travelled 

up to Ballston Spa to attend the 

80th Birthday Party for Bob 

Creifelds. Bobôs daughter, 

Donna, had invited me to attend 

at the Hudson Valley Parade in Lake George. I wish Bob a 

happy birthday with hopes of many more to come. Heôs a 

good guy, and a good friend. 

  July 15th,16th & 17th  Bobby 

Hicks, Steve Buttafuoco and I  

travelled to Owego, NY for Cen-

tral NYVFA convention. Once 

again, Ed Barnett was our chauf-

feur and attending nurse. 

At the past presidentsô 

dinner FASNY 1st VP, 

Dave Jacobowitz came 

over to our table and 

told us that he had a problem. He was just informed that he 

would have to give a speech. Dave asked us for some help. 

He pointed out that most everyone knows who we are, but 

they donôt really know too much about us. He asked if we 

could and would give a short autobiography of our lives. We 

accepted  this challenge, even  Ed  got called upon to give the  

attendees a little insight into his background. I must admit, the 

people really seemed to enjoy this impromptu spiel. 

   August rolled onto the scene 

with the annual softball tour-

nament. Unfortunately, both 

teams I was supposed to 

ñcoachò had to back out of the 

tournament. I still had plenty 

of work to do though. I had to 

be sure that the trustees knew 

how to register the teams and the campers. Then I would be 

sure that people were shuttled to the correct field or other lo-

cations. On the 8th of August Hudson Mohawk VFA held 

their Annual Steak Roast/BBQ at the pavilion. Once again I 

was called upon for my ñexpertiseò, seeing that the cooks did 

the job correctly. They did, and the food was good and plenti-

ful. 

   Over the course of the last two months Iôve tried to attend as 

many ñracingò events as I could. I had to get some money to 

buy dinner (with drinks) for a certain ñfriendò that Iôve owed 

him for about two years. Oh well, Thereôs always next year. 

   On August 16th, I got up bright and early as we were once 

again on the road. This time 

Bobby Hicks, Sam Perrotti, and 

I hit the road to Hauppauge, L.I. 

for the annual FASNY Conven-

tion. Once again Ed Barnett 

pulled the short straw and got 

the chore of being our watch-

dog. This time I decided to at-

tend  the day long training semi-

nars on Thursday. I attended 

four of these seminars and was 

updated on new procedures and 

ideas. It doesnôt hurt to learn 

something new. It also helps 

keep the residents of the Home 

in the publicôs eye. 

   Over the span of the summer 

the residents from 

the Home are kept 

very busy. There is 

always a sectional, 

county or individual 

association coming 

in to spend time with 

us. I really enjoy 

your company, and 

the vittles too! I hap-

pen to be lucky, I am                             photo by  Michael Geller 

pretty much self sufficient and able  to do things that many of 

the other residents cannot. I spend a fair amount of time out 

and away from the Home, either going to parties, conventions, 

or other social events, or even swimming in my ñmom and 

dadôsò pool. I would like to thank you all, and I think that 

goes for the rest of the residents too. 

    

These pix from Steve Buttafuoco 
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JULY 18, 2010 

Columbia County  has  

85th Annual Convention in Ghent 
   Columbia County Volunteer Firefighters Association 

held the 85th annual convention in the Town of Ghent on 

July 30th and  31st at the Ghent VFW hall on Rte. 66. 

   Saturdayôs meeting consisted of committee reports fol-

lowed by election of officers.  

Results are: 

     Presidentð James MacArthur;  

     First VPðJoseph Loeffler;  

     Second VPð Craig Haigh. 

     James Coons retired after 17 years as financial sec- 

            retary; Frank Bevan replaces him.  

   The Red Knights Motorcycle Club became mew mem-

bers of the association. 

   All meetings for the year will be held at the Ancram Fire-

house.  

George Harp, Col. Cty. VP; 

James Coons, Director 

 

 

H.W. Rogers Hose Company, 

Hudson, NY Holds Elections 
   H.W. Rogers Hose Company held its annual election of 

officers at the firehouse on August 4, 2010. 

   Elected were: 

     Daniel Hicky, Jr.- President; 

     B.J. Pendergast-Secretary; 

     Chris DeGraff- Treas. and Capt.; 

     James Moore- 1st Lt.; 

     James McCreedy- 2nd Lt. 

   A steak dinner was prepared and served by Paul Beau-

mont to about forty members in attendance. 

   John Coons was presented with his 50 years of service 

papers to Rogers Hose Co. at the HVVFA Convention in 

Lake George, NY at the Surfside on the Lake Motel. It was 

presented by James Coons, President of Rogers Hose and a 

Director of Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Associa-

tion. 

Submitted by: 

George Harp, Col. Cty. VP 
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The Hudson Valley Firefighter  
Published six times a year by the publications committee of the 

Hudson Valley Volunteer Firemenôs Association in the interest of the 

volunteer fire service throughout the Hudson Valley. 

All communications to do with news articles and issue content, 
other than address changes, should be mailed to the Editor at 

1041 Blue Mountain Road, Saugerties, NY  12477  

fax to 1-208-246-3911 
Home--845-246-7805 

Or email me at john@bmfe.net 
Paul M. FisherðFounding EditorðHudson Valley Fireman 

John J Balling EditorðHudson Valley Firefighter 

 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
 President, Donald Farrell; 1st Vice President,  Vincent Galvin; 2nd Vice 

President, Delbe Spath; Recording Secretary. Robert J. Creifelds; Financial 
Secretary, George Hill;  Treasurer, James Ryan; 

 Past President, Thomas McKinney. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
James Coons, Joseph Mellan, Marilyn L Schrader,  George Woolsey, 

Duncan Wilson, Fred Pettingell, Robert Boddie, Charles Eberhart. 

 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
John J Balling Chairman, 

Committee Members: 
Michael Cesare, 

Michael Whelan,  

 Stuart Gates,    
John Mulligan,  

Joseph Taxiera, 

*Nancy Ferretti , 

*Diana Balling, 

*special assistants from LAHVVFA; 

All County Vice Presidents, 

 William C.òSCOOPò  Rosenhagen, Jr., CC&BW 

correspondent from LAHVVFA  Elizabeth Chapman 
 

http://www.hvvfa.com 
 

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)   
Business Card $25ðQuarter Page $40ðHalf Page $65 

Full Page $125  

5% discount for a yearôs advertising. 

Memorial / Sponsor Page Donations $100 

 

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

June 20 for August issue (issue #1) 

August 20 for October (issue #2) 

October 20 for December  (issue #3) 

December 20 for February  (issue #4) 

February 20 for April   ( issue #5) 

April 20 for June-Convention Issue (issue #6) 
 

For all news items  -  ads  -  and photos 
 

BULLETIN BOARD  

ALL HUDSON VALLEY FIREMEN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to  

Chairman Douglas Mann 
103 North Liberty Dr. Stony Point NY  10980 

Applications must be received by February 15, 2011 

ALL HUDSON VALLEY  FIRE POLICEMAN OF THE YEAR -2011 

Applications go to Chairman Robert Ruston 

8 Arrow Head Court, Newburgh NY 12550 

& must be received by March 1, 2011 
  

  
 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

   Well, I donôt know where the summer has gone. It seems as 

though Memorial Day was only last week and now Labor 

Day is upon  (passed) us. Weôre just about done with conven-

tions, Westchester CVFA is still to come, and now we re-

travel the same roads for testimonials. There is also our vaca-

tion to Saint George, Utah to get in and two or three wed-

dings to squeeze in besides. Also on the calendar are a 

HVVFA Legislative Caucus at the Home in Hudson at 10:30 

AM on September 26, and FASNYôs Legislative Weekend 

October 29 to 31 at the Holiday Inn (Turf) in Albany. 

   The next edition will be the December 2010 Christmas edi-

tion. I guess that means Iôll be spending even more time over 

at the Firemenôs Home in Hudson. Usually Greene County 

jumps in for the first weekend and after that itôs first come 

first serve. Please don't forget our brothers and sisters in the 

Home, send one (or more) of the residents a card. On second 

thought, why not look into another local nursing home. See if 

they will give you the name of a patient who gets no visitors 

or calls, then send him or her a card. Help cheer them up. 

Youôll feel better yourself knowing that you helped cheer 

someoneôs spirits up. 

   Well, summertime is over and pretty soon weôll be asking 

what happened to those nice ñwarmò days of summer. ñOld 

Man Winterò is approaching, make sure your heating system 

is cleaned and updated as necessary. If you burn wood, have 

your chimney inspected and repaired if  necessary. 

   Donôt forget National Fire Prevention Week, October 3 to 

9, 2010ð2010 National Fire Prevention Week 

Theme - "Smoke Alarms: A Sound You Can Live 

With". Please donôt forget to check and replace batteries in 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Carbon Monoxide 

detectors are mandated in just about all homes in New York 

State today. Thereôs not much sense in having any device if it 

wonôt function properly. 
John Balling, Editor 

H.V. Firefighter; 

Pub. Comm. Chairman 
 

HVVFA FIRE POLICE SEMINAR 

SET FOR APRIL 9, 2011 

Bob Ruston, Chairman of the HVVFA Fire Po-

lice Committee, and Tom With, Co-Chair, are 

pleased to announce that the 

The 29th Annual Ken Merriman  

Fire Police Seminar 
will be conducted on Saturday, April 9, 2011  

at the West Clinton Fire Company  

219 Hollow Road  

Staatsburg, Dutchess County, NY 

8:15AM - 4:00 PM 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
Submitted by Mike Cesare. Locations of various meetings not available at press 

time.  If you have information, please email to: cidmazur32@aol.com 
 

DATES WE HOPE  

TO SEE YOU  

Places to travel within Hudson Valley 
 

October 2 Charles F. DôAvignon Bi-Annual Fire Police Seminar 
East Greenbush Fire Com. ï Rens. County      8:00 AM 

8 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

 Volunteer Hose Co. No. 2 ï W. Haverstraw     8:00 PM 

 8 & 9 VFPASNY Fall Meeting 

  Comfort Inn - Syracuse 
 10 Hudson Valley VFA Fall Meeting 

 Pawling Fire Department ï Dutchess County   1:00 PM 

12 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 
 White Sulphur Springs Vol. Fire Department   8:00 PM 

 13 Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 

  Walden Fire Department ï Orange County       8:00 PM 
    Columbia County VFA Quarterly Meeting  

  Ancram Fire Company                                      7:30 PM 

 16 Region 3 Fire Police Fall Meeting 
  Argyle Fire Department ï Wash. County         9:00 AM        

 19 Dutchess County VFA Quarterly Meeting        8:00 PM 

  Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Olive Fire Department                                       8:00 PM                            

 24 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Quarterly Meeting 

  S. W. Pitts Hose Company - Latham                1:00 PM  
27 Washington County Fire Police Annual Meeting 

 West Hebron Volunteer Fire Department         6:30 PM    

 Greene County Fire Police Meeting 
 Round Top Volunteer Fire Company                7:30 PM

 29 ï 31 FASNY Fall Legislative Seminar 

  Holiday Inn on Wolf Road   

 

November 4 Greene County VFA Fall Meeting 

  Cornell H. & L. Comp.  New Baltimore           8:00 PM  
10 Saratoga County VFA Annual Meeting 

  E. H. Strang Hose Co. No. 3 ï Mechanicville   7:30 PM 

                   Ulster County Fire Police Monthly Meeting 
  Kripplebush Fire Department ï Stone Ridge  8:000 PM 

 11 Columbia County Fire Police Annual Meeting 

  Chatham Fire Department                                 7:30 PM 
 12 Rockland County VFA Monthly Meeting 

  Wayne Hose Company  No. 1 ï Stony Point    8:00 PM 

 13 Ulster County VFPA & Dutchess County VFPA 
 3rd Annual Fire Police Seminar 

  Highland Fire Department                                9:00 AM 

                16 Ulster County VFA Monthly Meeting 
  Shandaken-Allaben Hose Company                  8:00 PM 

 29 Putnam County VFA Quarterly Meeting 

  Mahopac Fire Department                                 8:00 PM 
       30 Orange County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Goodwill Fire Department                                 8:00 PM 

 
 December   8 Albany County VFA Quarterly Meeting           8:00 PM 

 10 Rockland County VFA Meeting 

  Nanuet Fire Engine Company ï Nanuet           8:00 PM 
 14 Sullivan County VFA Bi-Monthly Meeting 

  Woodbourne Fire Company No. 1                   8:00 PM 

 18 Royal Order of the Blue Vests Christmas Party 
  Firemenôs Home ï Hudson  

            Starts Noontime 

 

Ladies, 

    Well the conventions are over and fall will soon arrive in 

the Hudson Valley. 

    Since the last issue of the menôs paper we have sadly lost 

one of our Charter Members, Marguerite Sutter.  Known as 

the ñLittle Ladyò she was loved by all who knew her.  She 

was 98 years young and had recently been a resident of the 

Firemenôs Home.  She is survived by her niece and the Eck 

family.  Part of her extended family was Carolyn Day and 

Norrine Cooke.  We extend our sympathies to all of them.  I 

would like to dedicate this monthôs column to her.  Margue-

rite was one of those women who gave her heart and soul into 

every auxiliary that she belonged to.  I never heard her utter a 

bad word and she was just a good person.  We should all be 

like her.  Rest in peace, Marguerite. 

    Novemberôs meeting will be held on Sunday, November 7 

at SW Pitts in Latham, NY.  2nd Vice President Joanne Jantz 

would like items for the Christmas Boutique.  Do not forget 

your Specials and Dark Secrets. 

    If anyone has upcoming items or news from their auxiliary 

please contact me at latocfdpp@yahoo.com or call me at 518-

392-9511, or send me a letter at 14 Locust St, Chatham, NY 

12037 

 
 

SLOATSBURG DIVE TEAM 

 NOW IN SERVICE 

 
Early in July the Sloatsburg FD Water Rescue volunteers 

officially ñcame-on-lineò with their trained and certified Dive 

Team. This newest underwater rescue group can respond to 

calls in western Rockland and nearby Orange County and 

also Harriman Park lakes noted Chief Kevin Hartnett. Also, 

they are willing to help in New Jersey. 
 

They purchased some equipment from the New City FD 

when New City disbanded its dive group over two years ago. 

Sloatsburg has trained with neighboring Tuxedo FD. Some of 

the Sloatsburg divers spent their personal money to properly 

outfit (mask, wet suit, tanks, snorkel, etc) which can total 

$3000 per. 
 

Sloatsburgôs new divers join three other trained water rescue 

teams: Piermont, Stony Point and Thiells departments. Dive 

Team Captain is Peter Akey. 
Rockland County Trumpet 

                      LIZ CHAPMAN  

mailto:latocfdpp@yahoo.com
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This page is proudly sponsored by  
Past president William s. buckmaster, jr . 

 

6/2010-4X 

Ulster County Volunteer Fire Police Assõn. 

Mans the òMuseumó at UC Fair 

   NELSON DURLAND RECEIVES SCVFA 

 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

On June 13, 2010 the 

Sullivan County Fire-

fighter Association 

held their Past Presi-

dents' Dinner. It was 

held in the Neversink 

Fire House and ca-

tered by the Ulster 

Heights Methodist 

Church. The dinner 

was excellent. For our 

guest Speaker we had 

our new District At-

torney, Jim Farrell. 

He spoke on how 

firefighters can help 

out the law enforce-

ment. He also had a 

power point presenta-

tion on 9/11 and how we should never forget for he is a 

firefighter himself. Sullivan County Firefighter Association 

Lifetime Achievement Award went to Nelson Durland from 

Hurleyville Fire Department. Nelson is a Past President of 

the Sullivan County Association as well as Hudson Valley 

Volunteer Firemenôs Association. 

****************************************  

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS FD AND 

LADIES AUXILIARY  HOLD  

A òTRIKE-A-THONó 
   On June 12 The White Sulphur Springs Department La-

dies Auxiliary along with the help of the fire fighters held a 

Trike-a-thon to raise money for a new playground. The day 

was a little wet, but a lot of people turned out to participate. 

The top money getters were Chandler Fink for the kids and 

Ryan Calkin for the 

firefighters. The fire-

fighter that participated 

in the Firefighters Race 

had their pictures 

posted in the local tav-

ern so people could 

sponsors their favorite 

firefighter. The event 

was very successful ,we 

raised close to $7000. 
Ryan Speer and Carly Speer get ready 

 for the start of the race                                                              Submitted by: 

Tom  Totten, SC VP 

   The Ulster County Volunteer Fire Police Association op-

erated the Fire Museum at the Ulster County Fair during the 

Fair from August 3rd to August 8th. Many visitors enjoyed 

the museum from throughout the County, New York State 

and other States.  

    The Greatest enjoyment running the museum was work-

ing with the children with the electrically operated Aerial 

Fire Truck. They were shown how to operate the aerial and 

then put though a simulated structure fire to rescue a trapped 

firefighter on the roof and park the aerial back in the fire 

house. Upon completion they were awarded an Aerial Fire 

Truck Jr. Driver Certificate for Completion of Aerial Fire 

Truck Jr. Firefighter Driver. The joy in their faces were re-

warding  

    The Association would appreciate any old fire equipment, 

gear or photographs of your department members, equip-

ment, fires and drills.  
Submitted by Duncan Wilson 

and Annette Laskowsky  

 

FIRE TRAINING CENTER  

NEEDS 2 ½ IN. HOSE 
 

Gordon Wren Jr., Rocklandôs Fire Coordinator, appeals for 

used/out-dated/surplus 2 ½ inch hose for uses at the FTC  in 

Pomona. ñ44-1ò outlined the financial plight of the county 

and its effect on training at recent firemanic meetings. If you 

can help call FTC at 845-364-8800. Thanks . 

Rockland County Trumpet 

 

left to right Duncan Wilson, Lance Kolts, John Shafer, Bill Dunn. 
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Albany county reports  

By Albany county v.p.  

Kathie wood  

 

Governor Signs Important Laws for 

FIREFIGHTERS:  
Source Patient Testing (S 8227 Duane D NY) (A11487 

Gottfried D NY ) 
This legislation revises the informed consent requirements associ-

ated with HIV/AIDS testing and provides appropriate information in 

situations where a volunteer has been involved in a significant expo-

sure creating risk of contracting HIV infection. Results of a source 

patient test, but not the patient's identity, would be available to ap-

propriate medical personnel in order to make decisions regarding 

post-exposure medical treatment for the Volunteer responder. 

Cancer Impairment (S5114 Foley D Suffolk) (A 8516 Rus-

sell D Watertown) 
This legislation extends for another 5 years, a presumption that Vol-

unteer Firefighter lung disabilities can be attributed to volunteer 

firefighting activity. Although this presumption is subject to scrutiny 

through the worker compensation claims process it recognizes the 

unusual risks taken by volunteer firefighters due in large part to the 

smoke inhalation that occurs as a result of firefighting activities. It 

also allows other contributing factors to be considered such as the 

proliferation of synthetic chemicals and resulting fumes at fire 

scenes. 

Heart Bill  (S2769-A Valesky D Auburn) (A 5895-A Magee 

D Oneida) 
 This legislation extends for another 5 years a presumption that Vol-

unteer Firefighter heart related disabilities can be attributed to vol-

unteer firefighting activity. Although this presumption is subject to 

scrutiny through the worker compensation claims process, it recog-

nizes the unusual risks taken by volunteer firefighters and estab-

lishes a system of benefits for volunteers that die or become injured 

in the line of duty 
John Balling, Editor 

H.V. Firefighter; 

Pub. Comm. Chairman 

 

STONY POINT FORMS 2012 COMMITTEE 
 

   The plans have begun at Stony Point for hosting the 

RCVFA Sept. 2012 Convention and Parade reports Company 

Pres. Todd Blauvelt. Recently a large turn-out of Wayne 

Hose Co .volunteers formed their committee. 

   Co-Chairs are Craig Robinson, Kristen Wicks and Mark 

Clavelli with Tara Blauvelt the Treasurer. Maria Barberis is 

Secretary. Already involved are Chief Edward P. Geary, and 

Asst. Chiefs Joseph Robinson and Kevin Huslinger. (This trio 

are also Past Presidents of the company familiar with past 

RCVFA Conventions hosted by Stony Point). 

   It is anticipated that Stony Point fireman Paul D. Schlegal 

will be elected RCVFA President at the convention. 

   This is also RCVFAôs Centennial with the association 100th 

anniversary start-up chaired by RCVFA Past President Mi-

chael A. Wicks. 

   The Columbian Fire Engine Co. 1, Spring Valley are hosts 

for 2011 County Convention celebrating its  150th year of 

community fire protection, notes Robert A. Capello, RCVFA 

Financial Sec. and SVFD Ex-Chief. 
Rockland County Trumpet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The summer has gone by so quickly, attending parades, 

conventions and field days has kept us all busy.  Medusa Fire 

Department had their Medusa Fest and a good time was had 

by all who attended. 

 

   August 14, 2010 Latham Fire Department celebrated their 

100th anniversary with a parade and entertainment afterward.  

It was a beautiful day for a parade and about 36 units were in 

the parade.  All twelve town departments were in the parade 

and the lineup was by date they were started.  Many people 

lined the streets of Latham to view the parade.  Albany 

County Coordinator J.J. Walsh was the announcer of the pa-

rade.  Music, food and refreshments followed and lasted well 

into the night.  A good time was all.   

 

   Midway Fire Department held a fundraiser on August 21, 

2010 to help the family of Donnie Anderson a member of the 

department who died suddenly on June 20th at home at the 

young age of 36.  The fundraiser was to help offset the cost 

of medical and travel expenses as well as raising money for 

desperately needed home renovations and repairs.  There 

were games, live music, food, raffles childrenôs activities and 

food and beverages for purchase.  All proceeds went to the 

Anderson Family.  Thank you to Albany County for support-

ing this effort.  There was a good turnout despite the threat of 

rain. 

 

   Albany County VFA held their annual convention dinner at 

the Fuller Road Fire Department on September 22.   The new 

officers were installed: Darlene Wilson, President, Don Al-

bright First Vice President, Frank Papa Second Vice Presi-

dent, John Webb Recording Secretary, Kathie Wood Finan-

cial Secretary, Fred Pettingell Treasurer, Johathan Hough Jr. 

Chaplin, Don Champion Sergeant at Arms, Charles Feldman 

Chairman of the Board, Nelson Laduke Director 2nd Battal-

ion, David Dodge Director 5th Battalion and Paul Healy Di-

rector 6th Battalion.  A beautiful memorial service was held to 

honor all those members we had lost since the last conven-

tion.  Also Firefighter of the year was awarded to George 

ñBudò Burton of the Shaker Road Loudonville Fire Depart-

ment for his many years of service to the department. 

   Also the officers and members of the Albany County VFA 

wish to thank Greene County for the invitation to participate 

in their parade on September 10th and 11th.   All you attended 

had a wonderful time as Coxsackie Hose 3 did an outstanding 

job.  Thank you all. 

  
If anyone has any information please feel free to contact me at 

kat121450@yahoo.com or find us on Facebook.  
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ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  If you chair a com-

mittee which generates revenue for, or expenses to the Associa-

tion, you are required to submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget 

and Finance Committee by May 1 of each year for the following 

year.  Failure to do so will result in no funds being allotted for 

your committee.  It has not been strictly enforced in the past but it 

is going to be in the future.  THEREFORE:  Any committee 

which does not submit a Budget Proposal to the Budget and Fi-

nance Committee by April 15, 2011, will not receive any funding 

for the 2011-2012 year. Budget Proposals can be sent to: 

                       Michael G. Karashay ï Chair                                                                                                  

                       Budget & Finance Committee                                                                                               

                       21 Division Street                                                                                           

                       Saugerties, NY  12477                                                                                

                       (845) 246-8395                                                                                                    

                      MKARASHAY@HVC.RR.COM                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Steak Roast Outing 
   The Royal Order of the Blue Vests Annual Steak Roast Outing 

was held on June 17, 2010, at the Queensbury VFW Post in West 

Glens Falls, Warren County. The invited guests included a large 

group of Residents that traveled from the Firemenôs Home in Hud-

son.   

   The refreshments included raw clams, pepperoni, cheese, crackers, 

vegetables, dips, beer, and soda.  The dinner menu was steak, baked 

potato, corn on the cob, and salad. The dessert was a huge sheet 

cake honoring the Royal Order of the Blue Vests. The refreshments, 

dinner and dessert were terrific.  

   Everyone had a good time. If you missed this Annual Steak Roast 

Outing, donôt worry! F/S George H. Hill is already starting to form 

plans for the Year 2011. The Annual Steak Roast Outing is sched-

uled for June 16, 2011. A special ñThank Youò to George for coor-

dinating the Annual Steak Roast Outing, to the Queensbury VFW 

Post and to their staff for the delicious meal and for the excellent 

service they provided. 

********************************************* *  

Annual Home Day 

   The Royal Order of the Blue Vests hosted their Annual Home 

Day at the Firemenôs Home, in Hudson, on June 26, 2010. The Offi-

cers and Members of the Royal Order of the Blue Vests started ar-

riving about 8:00 am. It was time for the corn to be husked and the 

shrimp to be prepared. Firemenôs Home resident, William 

ñBillyò ( Scoop) Rosenhagen was available to supervise the prepara-

tions and to offer several helpful comments when appropriate.    

   The Annual Home Day was officially started with the arrival of 

several members of the staff around 11:00 am. From then on, it was 

almost non-stop in the serving of the refreshments. The refreshments 

were served to the staff and to the residents. This year, the refresh-

ments included salad, coleslaw, macaroni salad, corn on the cob, 

sliced roast beef, rolls, watermelon, raw clams, and huge three bite 

shrimp. The residents who arrived at noontime were served and the 

remaining residents that decided to remain inside were served in the 

Home. A special Thank You to Paul Beaumont and his staff from 

the Firemenôs Home kitchen for the delicious meal and for the ex-

cellent service they provided; to Paul D. Schlegel for coordinating 

the Annual Home Day; and to George Harp and James Coons for the 

many hours (and years) that they spend making sure that everything 

runs smoothly at the Annual Home Day.  

   There are almost ninety residents (male and female) in the Fire-

menôs Home. They enjoy the festivities. The residents enjoy the 

feeling that their brother and sister firefighters care year round. It is 

the spirit of friendship that we share with the residents. 

   There were many Officers and Members of the Royal Order of the 

Blue Vests in attendance. There also are many members who con-

tribute throughout the year that were unable to attend. These people 

make the Annual Home Day a huge success. Thank you for your 

support and for all that the Royal Order of the Blue Vests members 

do throughout the year for the residents in the Firemenôs Home in 

Hudson.  

Submitted by: 

Mike Cesare 

SARATOGA COUNTY VOLUNTEER  

FIREMENõS ASSOCIATION 
   The Thirteenth Annual Picnic of the Ladies Auxiliary and 

the Saratoga County Volunteer Firemenôs Association was 

held at the Halfmoon Fire Department main station pavilion 

on August 11, 2010. President Nelson L. Gerard extended an 

invitation to the members of the Saratoga County VFA, to the 

members of the Fire Departments within Saratoga County, to 

the Ladies Auxiliaries within Saratoga County, and to their 

wives, husbands, girlfriends, boyfriends, children and special 

invited guests. The special invited guests attending from the 

Hudson Valley VFA included the following: Ladies Auxil-

iary Past President. Susan Mehan, HVVFA Past President 

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Buckmaster Jr., HVVFA Director 

Fred  Pettingell, Past Directors William Mehan, and Michael  

Cesare. The special invited guests attending from the Hudson 

Mohawk VFA included the following: Ladies Auxiliary Past 

Presidents, Susan Rock, Mary Lou Nash, First Vice President 

Kathie Wood, and Past President Gerald E. Mehan. 

  The Thirteenth Annual Picnic was started at 6:00 pm with 

the arrival of the Master Chefs for the evening, Charles  

Fiorino Sr., assistants Theresa A. Fiorino and Michael A. 

Cesare. The menu selection included tube steaks & hamburg-

ers (cheese optional) blackened to perfection, sausage with 

peppers, onions, pickles, baked beans, deviled eggs, fruit 

salad, potato salad, macaroni salad, vegetable salad, potato 

chips, pretzels, watermelon,  soda, beer, water, and desserts 

which included several very special brownies. 

    The general comments of the attendees were very favor-

able to the Annual Picnic. They were filled with great tasting 

foods and having enjoyed another festive occasion co-hosted 

by the Ladies Auxiliary and the Saratoga County Volunteer 

Firemenôs Association. There is another noteworthy moment 

to this Annual Picnic. Mother Nature provided her very own 

special sunshine for the evening. The special sunshine in-

cluded beautiful red and pink colored clouds during the sun-

set. The enthusiasm and festivity of the Annual Picnic was 

enjoyed by everyone. 
Submitted by: 

Mike Cesare 
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  LAKE CARMEL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HOSTS 9th ANNUAL 

EXPLORER WEEKEND 

The Lake Carmel Fire Department Explorers hosted their 9th 

Annual Explorer Weekend and Campout August 7th and 8th at 

the Putnam County Fire Training Center.  This year over 100 

youths participated in the two day event and left with a host of 

memories. 

   The Explorer Weekend program consisted of a combination 

of department competitions and hands-on training, activities 

designed to hone 

firefighting skills 

and instill the vital 

concepts of team-

work and safety.   

    Formal training 

classes held on Day 

One included EMS, 

Search and Rescue, 

Fire Fighter Sur-

vival, Car Extrica-

tion, and Ladders.  

The explorers also learned about the necessity of REHAB, 

and the need for a good accountability system since the par-

ticipants were working and training with explorers from de-

partments other than their own.  After a day of training the 

Explorers had a demonstration by Eric Di Bartollo and his 

Arson Canine Blaze.   Lunch and dinner was donated by Ap-

plebees.    

    Specific events of Day Two included bucket brigade, hose 

roll, tug of war, fire fighter challenge and midnight alarm 

competitions. 

    Explorer posts from Putnam County included, Lake Car-

mel, Brewster and Carmel Ambulance.  Other posts from 

through the Hudson Valley included Ossining, Rockland 

County, Wantagh, and a contingent from the City of New 

York Fire Department. 

   It takes many 

people to coordi-

nate an event of 

this magnitude.  

Instructors and 

assistants came 

from the mem-

bers of the Lake 

Carmel, Carmel, 

Carmel Ambu-

lance, Brewster, 

Mahopac, Mahopac Falls, Putnam Lake and the Putnam 

County Bureau of Emergency Services.  It should also be 

noted that the program receives wide spread community sup-

port with food and drink donations from Herrs Chips, Apple-

bee's, Hannafords, Von Essensôs Meat Distributers, local fire 

departments, Putnam County Chiefs Assoc. and the Putnam 

County Volunteer Firemanôs Association. 
Submitted by: Erin Scott 

   Coordinator, Explorer Weeekend 

 

   PUTNAM COUNTY REPORT 
Our next Meeting is September 27 at the Putnam Valley Am-

bulance Corp Bldg we will have a guest speaker Robert Rus-

ton from Westchester County talking about Firefighter Cancer 

Support Network. The 9th Annual Putnam County Explorers 

Weekend was very successful on August 7 and 8 with over 

100 junior fire explorers attending. And lastly we will an-

nounce our 60th anniversary details for 2011 very soon. 
Jeff Bergstrom 

County VP Putnam 

Putnam County Explorer weekend August 2010 

Photos by  Vinny Galvin 

 

http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=vincent.galvin&target=ALBUM&id=5503165934192053793&authkey=Gv1sRgCKOovdqi3JPkOA&invite=CPOGjxw&feat=email

